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Invifible Spy. 

V p L. III. 
B O O K V. 

C H A P. L 

1R?^ aufkor^s infrcduSlion to this "volume 
conjifts only of an apology for making 
no introduSlion at all^ andkis reafom 
for that omijjion. 

INCE my fetring aboot 
this work, I have feen fe- 
veral late treatifes that arc 
half taken up with intro 
duftory Prefaces to the 
publit:k4 — on a ferioiis 
examination to what end thofc long dif- 
Voir* IIL B courier 




2 ^b( Invifible Spy, 

courfes were penn'd, they feem to me to 
have been oGcafioned either by one or 
the other of the following motives : 

^ Firft, That an author having contrafted 
with his bookfeller for a certain number of 
flieets, without having well confidcr'd whe- 
ther his head be ftored with fiabjeft matter 
to make good his engagement, finds him- 
felf under a neccffity of filling up the ' 
vacant pages by faying fomething by 
way of an introduftion, preface, or ad- 
vertifement to the reader. 

Ot, fecondly, That fearing the eyes of 
the public will not be fufficiently open 
to the merit of his performance ; or, per- 
haps, not have the curiofity even to look 
into it at all, he thinks proper to befpeak 
their favour by a pompous prelude, and 
founds his own praifes, like a trumpet 
at the door of a Puppet- fhew. 

Now I am too great a lover of liberty 
ever to bind myfelf by any fuch flavifli 
agreement ; the firft of thefe incentives 
is quite out of the queftion, and cannot 
polfiWy have any weight with me. 

And as to the fecond, — As a more 
perfcdt knowledge of myfelf, than I per- 
ceive 
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ceive fome others have, will not permit 
me to be over vain in any thing I do, fo 
the indolence of my nature will no^ per- 
mit me to be over anxious for the (iiccefs. 

Befides not having the temptation of 
the motives aforefaid, I have more ad- 
ventures to relate than can be eafily 
crowded into this volume, therefore have 
neither time nor paper to fpare Tor an 
addrefs, which would afford fo little fa- 
tisfaftion to myfelf in the writing, and 
perhaps lefs to my reader in the perufing. 

It may, indeed, be faid, that as I gave 
fome account of myfelf in the beginning 
of this work, it would be no more than 
good-manners to take a decent leave of 
the 'public at the' end of it 5 but to thi.^, 
Imuft have leave to reply, that there is 
a wide difference between coming and 
gomg : — when a man intrudes himfelf 
into ftrange company, it certainly be* 
hovcs him to tell the bufinefs that 
brought him there; but when he has 
done that, and has no more to fay, I be- 
lieve every one will allow that it is the 
beft good-breeding to quit the place 
without ceremony, as I fhall do. 
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CHAP. II. 

Contains fuch matters as, it is bigl 
probable^ will be the leaji pleq/ing 
thofe for whcfefer^ice it is moft i 
tended. 

^pHERE is, according to the w 
A man's phrafe, a folly u«der the fii 
which, in my opinion, has as little to 
&id for it as any one of the many oth 
of the prefent age, — and that is, — 
infatiable inquifitivencfs into future even 
as if the fore-knowledge of what is 
conie would enable us either to allevi; 
or avert the decrees of Providence. 
Well does mr. Drydcn ridicule this pi 
pe;ifity, when he fays, 

Mf fate be not, then what can ' 
• * forefce ? 

* And how can we avoid it, if it be 

Yet are all ages, all degrees of b< 
fcxes, tainted, more or lefs, with t 
epidemic frenzy. — It cannot but affi 
the moft aftonifliing, ss well as mel; 
choly refleftions, in a thinking mind, 
obfervfi hp\y inai)y impoftors, in i 

ab 
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about this great town, are maintained by 
pretending to the art of divination, whiler 
the.induftrious followers of lawful occQ- 
pations perifli for warvt of due encou* 
ragement* 

As I was one day on my Invifible Prb-^ 
grcffions, I accompany'd a mingled crowd 
of people into a houfe fituated in one o^ 
the mod obfcure parts of the city : — at 
i! firft I ioiagined that this was fome pri- 
M vate chapel, where perfons reforted to pay 
their adorations to the Deity in a manmsr 
not authorifed by the government -, but 
was foon convinced of my miftake, when, 
inftead of a pulpit and desk, I found the 
room we came into furnifhed only with 
globes and tellefcopes; and other imple- 
ments of a foothfayer and aftrologer. — 
On looking round me thefe lines of Dr. 
Garth's came immediately into my head : 

^ An inner room receives the num'rous^ 

* fhoals 

* Of fuch as pay to be reputed fools : 

* Globes (land on globes; volumes on 

* volumes lie, 

* And planetary fchemes amufe the eye. 

* The fage in velvet chair, here lolls at 
' eafe, 

* To promife future health for prefent 
*■ fees : 

B 3 « Then 
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* Then, as from Tripod, folemn fliams 

* reveals, 

* And, what the Stars know nothing 

* of, foretels. 

* One aflcs how foon Panthea may^ be 

* wdn, 

* And longs to feel the marriage fet- 

ters on : 

* Others, corAvinc'd by melancholy 

' proof, 

* Enquire when courteous fates will 

' ftrike 'em off : . ; 

^ Some by what means they may re- 

* drefs the wrong, 

* When fathers the pofleflion keep too 

* long : 

* Others? would know the iffuc of their 

* caufe, 

* And whether gold can fodder up the 

* flaws. 

I had not patience to ftay to hear what 
idle prediftions this oracle would fpout 
forth, efpecially as I had no acquaintance 
with any of thofe who I faw came to 
confult him ; fo took my leave of the de- 
ceiver and the deceived, full .of indigna- 
tion againft the one, and a pity, mingled 
with contempt, for the other. • 

However, as the moft learned of all ages 
have always allowed that the ftars have an 

influence 
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influence over the affairs of this fublu- 
nary world, it muft be confefs*d that 
thole men who profefs the fcience of 
Aftrology have the moft plaufible pre- 
tence of any among the various tribes of 
fortune-tellers, for the impofitions daily 
praftifed on the credulous part of man- 
kind. 

But what can be faid in defence of the 
underftanding of thofe people, who wafte 
their time and money in confulting thofe 
abjeft dealers in futurity ! — Creatures who 
would make you believe they can read 
the moft hidden decrees of fate in the 
grounds of coffee, tea, chocolate, or 
powder- blue •, nay, even in the dregs of 
cherry-brandy ! — I had often heard 
much talk of thefe flie-conjurers, but not 
till I was convinced by the teftimony of 
my own fenfes, could ever be brought to 
believe that perfons endowed with a libe^ 
ral education could defcend fo far as to 
liften to their inconfillent prate, much 
Jefs give credit to what they utter'd. 

But fo ftrong is the defire of looking; 
into the feeds of time, efpecially among, 
the fair fex, that fometimes the moft 
proud, as well as the moft nice and de- ^ 
licatc, will throw aflde all confideration^ 
of what they arc, or would be thought^ 
& 4> and^ 
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tod for the fake of being told their fof^ 
tune, fend for, carefs, and aflbciate them- 
felves with the very loweft and moft 
dirty wretches in human nature. 

Lyfeita is defcended from a very an^ 
•lent and honourable houfe •, — flie lived^. 
till confiderably turned on the wrong fide, 
©f thirty, without difcovering the leaffi 
. inclination for marriage, much lefs gave 
any room for the moft cenforious ever ta . 
fufpeft fhe encouraged any private gal- 
fentries, and the whole tenor of her con- 
duit was fuch as no one could imagine. 
k.T capable of harbouring any notions 
b_neath the dignity of her birth. and char 

A long jcquamtance gave me the pri-^ 
*\^ilege of viCting her pretty frequently,, 
and never was deny'd accefs ; — - I was. 
one day at her houfe when fhe had no 
other company than a ycUmg lady with 
v/hom fhe was extremely intimate •, — 
wMle we were drinking tea her woman, 
came running into the room, and with a 
very fignifi.cant tone of voice faid, — 

* Madam, the woman you know of is. 
^ below.' — . * Tis very well, reply*d 

* Lyfetta,. fhew her into my chamber, 

* ard bid her ftay a little •/— then turn- 
iiOg to hei; friend,, they ftpird on each. 

other^ 
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other, — nodded, — winked, and feem'd 
very big with fome fecret between them- 
felves. 

I found by all this that my prefence 
naight very well be fpared at this time, fo 
tCjrnM down my cup after the fecond difli 
and took my leave. — As I was going, 
down ftairs I heard Lyfetta order her- 
felf to be deny'd to whoever fhould come 
that evening -, which convincing me of 
what I before had reafon to imagine, 
that there was fomething more than or- 
dinary in hand, I refolv'd, if poffible, to 
fathom the m^^ftcpy. 

Accordingly I went home, poppM on 
my Invifible Belt, put my Tablets in my 
pocket, and returned with all the fpeed \ 
could i — a lazy footman lolling againft a* 
poft, with the door wide open behind 
' him, gave me an eafy entrance into the 
houfe: — I very well knew the fituation 
of Lyfetta's chamber, and went direftly. 
thither ;■ — but, to my great mortification^ 
found the ladies had bolted themfelves in, 
and all! could diftinguifh of whatwasdo" 
ing, for fome time, was only the hoarfe baft 
of a loud laugh from Lyfetta, and the 
fqueaking treble of a (hrill te-hee from' 
the other. 

R5 t 
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I ftood centineU however, at the top of . 
the ftair-cafe> and, at laft, was happily 
relieved, — Lyfetta open'd the door, — 
rung her bell, and call'd to her woman to 
bring clean cups : — having now gain'd 
admittance, I foon perceived what they 
were about-, — a cofFee-pot upon the 
table, — the dregs of the liquor it had 
contained pour'd into a bafon, — feverai 
cups with more figures on the infide than 
Chinefe makers had japan'd on the out- 
fide, and the yet recent circles they had 
left on being whelm*d down on a damaflc 
napkin fpread on one comer of the table^ 
prefently informed me they were em- 
ployM in the art and myftery of Dutch 
conjuration, — properly, indeed, fo callM, 
as it was firft introduced, among many 
other equally laudable cuftoms, from Hol- 
land into England. 

The prieftefs of thefe farcical rites was 
a mean habited, ill-look*d woman, and 
though not old had her nofe faddled with 
a pair of fpeftacles almoft as big as the 
tops of the cups ihe pretended to infped:. 
-—She was placed between the two ladies, 
who feem'd to treat her with the greateft 
madks of freedom and civility. 

Lyfetta^ 
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Lyfettayl found, had been fo compJai- 
fent to her friend, as to let her be firft 
ferved; but it was now her own turn, 
and frefli cups being brought, and the 
coffee-oracle having judicioufly pourM 
the quantity of a tea-fpoonful into each,, 
the lady took it into her hand, threw out 
the liquor three different ways,, and 
whelm*d it on the cloth,, turn'd it round 
as many times, and to clofe the cere- 
mony, ftruck it a flight blow on the bot- 
tom with her two fore fingers. 

All being concluded, the prophetefs^ 
took up the firft with the moft folemn; 
air, —looked ftedfaftly into it, then on 
Lyfetta, and after having repeated this^ 
feveral times, at laft deKver'd her pre- 
diftions in thefe terms : 

Fortune-teller. * I fee a ring, madam r 

* — your ladyfhip will be married.* 

Lyfetta. ' *Tis rather a mourning ringi 
' — fome of my kindred or friends per- 
^ haps may die. 

Fcriune- teller. "« I can fay nothing as 

* to that, madam, as yet ; — but I am 
^ pofitive what I fee here is i wedding- 
^ ring, for there is a heart jinl by it, and 

B 6 ' ^.VMft 
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* a little farther there is a great houfcy. 

* wi(h a high wall arid a pair of gates ;— 
^ your ladyfhip will have fome gentleman^ 
^ that has a fine feat in the country ; — it. 

* looks almoft like a caftle.' 

Lyfctta. * I know nothing of it j r-*- 
« but what elfc do you fee f.* 

Foriune-ieller. * Here is a man, ma-. 
« dam,, that feemjs to bring you money.v 

« here are papers too, I do not know 

•- but they may be^bills/ 

Lyfetta. • Very likely ; for I expe6t 
^■- my banker here* either to-day^ or, to? 

* morrow.' 

t^oHufie^ttUer. * Then here is a bundle 

* of fomething brought to your ladyfhip*& 
« houfc.* 

Lyfetta. f Oh, *— that is. a new fack 

* I have making ; — But is there nothing 
^ mcxre?* 

Fortune-teUer. < Not. in, this cup, 

* madam j — but I will look into the 

* next/ 

Lyfetta. * Do, for you have told me 
« nothing of any confequence-* 
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Fortune-teller. *^ There is a great deal 

* here, madam, I can perceive already ^ 

* — here is a gentleman fitting in an eafy- 

* chair, leaning his elbow upon the table^ 

* and his head upon his hand, and feerhs 
^ to be in a deep ftudy/ 

Lyfetta. ' Pifh, — what's this to me T 

Fortune-teller. * Yes, madam, it is a. 
^ great deal to you ;. for here is your. 

* ladyfhip, and the very, fame gentleman 
^ upon his kneea before you ; — you turn 

* your head away, and loofc a little fcorn- 

* ful; but he has you by the hand. — 

* Blefs mef here you are both together 

* again^ — he is talking jyery earneftly tOb 
' you ; — I never faw any thing, fo plain ;, 

* — your ladylhip may fee it yourfelf.' , 

Tn fpeaking thefc laff words flie held 
the cup to Lyfetta, and with a pin 
pointed out. the eyes^ the nole,/and. mouth 
of the. pretended figure ; But , Lyfettat 
pufli'd it from her, and faid,. 

Lyfetta. * I never could lee any thing, 
•^ in a cup in my life y. — but what fort of 
^ m^n.is he V 
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Fortune-teller. ^ Pretty tall, madam^ 

• — well fhaped,, — very genteel, — has 
^ a fair complexion^ and fomewhat of a. 

• languifliment in his eyes/ 

Lyfetta. ^ I cannot pecolleft that I 

• know any man who anfwers this de^ 
f fcription/ 

Fortune-teller. * I fcarce think you do^ 
^ madam, at prelent ; but your ladyfhip 
^ may take my word for it, that you will 
^ fee and be courted by fuch a one ; for 
^ here is ,a figure of three over his heady 

♦ —it mull be either in three days, or 

* three weeks at fartheft v ' — Jet me coh- 
*^ fider V— aye, — the moon was -at the 

• full yefterday ; — this event muft hap- 
^ pen before Ihe enters into her laft quar- 

* ter ; — but the next cup, it may be, will 

• Ihew it more clearly.' 

With this (he took up the third cup^ 
but had no fooner juft look*d it into than 
Ihe fet it down again, clapp*^d her hands 
together, and cry'd out,^ 

Fortune-teller. * Blefs me ^ — now I 

♦ am ' pofitive your ladyfhip will very^ 

* foon be married ; — here is an altar, • — 

♦ and a book upon it, —and a parfon^. 

* ~ all 
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— • all as exad as if they were drawa 

* by a pencil/ 

She then took up the cup ^4in, and 
perceiving Lyfetta began to look a little 
more ferious than Ihe had done, went oa 
ID this manner : 

Fortune-teUer.y * Well — this is won- 

* derful indeed ; — of all the cups I ever 

* turn'd in my life, I never faw any thing: 

* like this v — here is your ladyfhip hand 
' in hand with that fame gentjieman who 

* I told you was in the other ; — I would 

* now fwear that your ladyfliip will be a 

* wife before any one imagines you have 

* any thoughts that way/ 

Lyfeiia. * I have a very good opi- 

* nion of your Ikill, yet am certain you 

* are miftaken in this prediftion 5 for ta 

* tell you the truth, I am refolved never 

* to marry/ 

Fortune-teller. * Your ladylhip may 

* refolve what you pleafe, but if the ftars 

* refolve to the contrary, all your refo- 

* lutions will come to nothing;— madam,. 

* there is no refifting fate, this gentle- 

* man is ordainM to be your hulband,. 

* and how much fo ever you may fet 
^ yourfelf againft it, the decrees of de- 
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* (liny are inevitable, and you muft fub- 
«' mit/ 

Lyfieia, * Oh, heavens ! whether I will 

* or nT)t !- 

Fortune-teller. * Undoubtedly, ma- 

* dam, — there is no withftanding the 

* fuperior powers,. and thofe things which 
«■ we think the farthefl removed from us, 
« are frequently the moff hear at hand ; fo 

* that defign what you will, — refolvc 
•what you will, — it is all in vain; 

* your ladylhip is ordain'd to be a wife, 

* and the gentleman I fee in thefe cups 

* muff be your hufband.* 

Ljfelta. * You put me in mind of 

* what the poet fays. 

The power that minillers to God's der 

crees. 
And executes on earth what he forefees ; 
Caird providence, or chance, or fatat 

fway. 
Comes with refiftlefs force, and finds or 

makes its way -^ 
Nor kings, nor nations, nor united 

power, 
©ne moment can retard th' appointed 

feour :: 

For 
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For whatever we mortals hate or love,. 
Or hope, or fear, depends on power* 

above-: 
They move our appetites to good or 

ill. 
And by forefight neceffitate the will. 

The young lady, who had done no- 
thing but laugh'd all this time, oow firft 
opened her lips to fpeak, and corrobo- 
rated the truth of Lyfetta's quotation with 
another of equaL authority. 

Toung Lady. * Ay, my deaf, as the- 

* inimitable charming Cowley tells us ia 

* one of his poemii 

An. unfeea hand makes all our moves : 
And .forne, are great and fome are- 

fmall} 
Some climb to good,, fome from good 

fortune fall; 
Some wife men, and fome fools we call ;, 
Figures^ alas ! of fpeech j, for deftiny- 

plays us all. 

Fortune-teller. * I am not boofc- 

* learned ; — I cannot pretend to fay any 

. * thing to thefe wife men's arguments ;. 

* but I know my bufmefs as well as any 

* fhe that profeffes it ; — what I fay may. 

* be depended on, — and I would wager 
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• a thoufand pounds, if I were miftrefs of 

• that fum, that lady Lyfctta will be mar- 

• ry*d in a very few w«eks/ 



• 



c 



Lyfetta. * Well, but if fuch a thing 
fhould come to pafs, do you think I 
(hould be happy in die change of my 
condition ?' 

Fortne-ieUer. • There is nothing in 

• the cup, madam, that (hews the con- 

• trary ; but I fhall be able to tell your 

• ladylhip more after you are married.* 

This anfwer of the woman fo much 
diverted me, that it was with fome diffi- 
culty I kept myfelf from burfting into a 
loud laughter^ which if I had done, the 
ladies would certainly have been more 
aftonifh'd than at any thing had been faid 
to them by the Fortune-teller ; — how- 
ever, this accident did not happen, and I 
reftrain*d the rifible mufcles fo as to 
make no report that an Invifible gueft 
had been witnefs to this private conver- 
fation» 

The cups having been all examined, 
the prophetefs, after receiving a hand- 
fome gratuity for her trouble, took her 
leave, and left Lyletta and her fair com- 
panion to rcafbn between themfeives on 

the 
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the wonders of her art ; — but my Chri- 
ftaline Remembrancer being now quite 
full, it is not in my power to relate the 
particulars of their difcourfe ; and can 
only fay, that they both feem*d to give 
.an implicit credit to every thing (he had. 
pretended to reveal. 

I was very much furprifed to find, that 
perfons of good underftanding in other 
things, could fuflfer themfclves to be im- 
pofed upon by fuch ftupid ftufFj which^ 
I confefs, I then believed had no other 
meaning in it than to get a trifle of money 
from fuch who are weak enough to be 
amufed with it ; but it was not long be- 
fore I was convinced of the falfity of my 
opinion in this point, and that thofe 
wretches have fometimes a farther and 
more wicked dcfign in their pretended 
prophecies. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Prefents the Reader with a very foolip 
fidventure of Lyfetta'Sy to which all 
that was contained in the preceding 
chapter was only a prelude -y with 
fome Jldort remarks of the author's 
own on the extreme danger ^ as well 
as infatuation y of confulting Fortune^ 
tellers of any kindy and giving credit 
to their idle and abfurd prediSiions^ 

HAving difcover'd this folly in Lyfetta, 
which before I could never have 
imagin?d, I began now to be cenforious> 
enough to fufpddl ftie might alfo be guilty 
of others, and therefore took it into^my 
bead to make her fome Invifible Viflts, 
at thofe hours in which it was likely her 
behaviour was moff unguarded. 

In order to fatisfy my curiofity in this 
point, I went to her houfe one morning, 
and found her very bufy in looking over 
fome new pamphlets, which had been jult 
fent her by her bookfeller : — as I al- 
ways thought the moft certain way to 
form a true judgment of a woman's mind, 

was 



I 
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-viras in the knowledge of what fort of 
reading fhe was mpft delighted with, I 
was glad to perceive that this lady made 
choice of only fuch books as (hew'd her 
neither a wanton or a coquette, and re- 
turned all thofe which by their titles dif- 
£over'd the lead tendency to prophanc- 
nefs or obfcenity- 

After this flie took her 'little ivory 
folding- ft ick, and began to open the 
leaves of one which fhe feem^d moft im- 
patient to examine •, but" htiort fhe had 
gone through half the number of fheets 
it contained, was interrupted by a foot- 
man who prefented her with a letter, and 
faid the perfon who brought it waited for 
an anfwer -, — I flipped behind her chair 
• while fhe broke the feal, and the contents 
were as follow : 

To the honourable Lysetta. 
May it pleafe your ladyfhip, 

Madam» 

^* T Hope your gaodnefs will pardon the 
^* A liberty a ftranger takes in writing 
^* to you; but as I am not fo fortunate 
" to be acquainted with any perfon 
** who can introduce me to your lady-r 
*♦ fhip» I ^m objiged to become my own 
^ . *^ IblU- 
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«< follicitor, and moft humbly requeft 
<« you will allow me the privilege of 
<* waiting on you this afternoon, if no 
<« previous engagement intervenes be- 
« tween me and my defires, having 
" fomething to communicate which is of 
*« the utmoft moment to the peace of him 
«« who has the honour to be, 

** With the moft profound refpeft, 

*• Madam, 

" Tour ladyQiip's 

*' Sincerely devoted 

** and obedient fervant, 

" Orsames." 

X.yfetta feem*d a good deal confounded 
on reading this little epiftle ; and after 
paufing a while, argued with herfelf in 
this manner : 

Lyfetta. * Good God! Ifthislhould 

* be the man the Fortune-teller told me 

* of ! — flie faid I Ihould hear or fee 

* fomething of him within three days, 
« and this is but the fecond fince the pre- 

* didlion : — if I was fure he was the per- 
' fon <he mentioned, I think I ought not 
« to give him leave to vifit me, at leaft 

not 
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« not an his firft rcquefting it. — Yet I 

* (hould be giad, methinks, to fee if he 
' any way anfwers the defcription fhe 

* gave of him ; — befides, if I ftiould 

* refufe him, fome accident or another 

* would bring us together 5 for it is cer- 
^ tain that there is no fuch thing as dif- 

* appointing fate ; — Why therefore 

* fhould I Icecp myfclf in fufpence ? — 

* no, I will fee him, and hear what he 

* has to fay •, — it may be he may come 
' upon fome other bufinefs than what I 

* imagine, — and then it would be vaftly 

* filly in me to avoid him. — Whoever 

* he is, or whatever his defigns are, it 
' can be of no prejudice to me to fee him 
' once ; — he cannot run away with mej 
' cannot have me againft my will.' 

She then called her fervant, and bid 
him tell the perfon who brought the' 
letter, — that fhie fhould be at home in 
the afternoon, and at leifure to be fpoke 
with by any one who had bufinefs with her. 

The fellow ran down, but had fcarce 
tkne to deliver the meflStge he was charg'd 
with before fhe repented of it, as may be 
feen by this exclamation : 

Ljfeita. * Lord ! what have I done I 

* if he is really the perfon I take him to 

' be, 
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* be,. he muft think me ftrangely forward 

* in fo eafily granting him admittance.* 

While Ih^ was fpeaking this Ihe ran to 
the ftair-cafc withan intent to retra£l what 
ihe had faid ^ but a fccond thought with- 
Jiolding her, fhe turiied back inXQ the 
room, and cryM cmt, 

Lyfetia. * What a fool I am ! — he 

* does not know that I have confultcd 

* with a fortune-teller, nor that I have 
^ any reafon to guefs at the bufinefs that 

* brings him hither; — Why therefore 

* fliould I ihun him ? — Whai fhame 

* can my feeing him refleft upon me ? -^ 

* it will be time enough for me to forbid 

* his yifits when he has declared himfcif 

* my lover."' 

How long Ihe .would have continued 
in that n)ind is uncertain ; — two ladies 
came in that inftant to defire hef com* 
pany with them to the Park, being a fine 
clear morning •, to which fhe coni'enting, 
I left them to their promenade, and went 
home, but with a full refolution to return 
in the afternoon, and fee what event the 
cxpefted interview would produce* 

But how greatly was I di&ppointed ^ 
— J had no fooner entered my apartment 

thaa 
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than I received a letter requiring my at- 
tendance at a judge's chambers that Ikme 
afterncx>n, at four o'clock, which was 
the very time in which it was reafonable 
to fuppofe Lyfetta's new gueft would be 
with her : — the affair I was fent for upon, 
however, was of too much confequence to 
be hazarded for the fake of fatisfying an 
idle curiofity ; but 1 do not remember 
I was ever more vexed in my whole 
life. 

Having difpatchcd my bufinefs, which 
indeed happened fomewhat fooner than I 
expcded, I put on my Belt of Invifibility 
and went to the houfe of Lyfetta 5 — I 
faw a chair waiting, but the door was 
fliut, and I was obliged to ftay in the 
ftreet for a confiderable time, I believe 
not kfs than an hour, before it was 
opened for any perfon, either to go in or 
out, 

i I got entrance at lafl:, and pafled di- 
\ redlly to the dining-room, where I found 
the perfon I was defirous of beholding ), — • 
on my looking earneftly on him, I faw 
he had fo much the refemblance of the 
pidure drawn for him by the Fortune-* 
teller, that I prefently perceived (he muft 
be better acquainted with his features 
than the cups could make her, and that 
Vol 111. C ill 
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in reality fhe was a marriage-broker, un- 
der the difguife of a coffee-grounds cal- 
culator. 

He had placed himfelf very clofe to 
Lyfetta on a fettee, and muft have been 
making a declaration of love to her by 
the anfwer flie gave juft as I came into 
the room, 

Lyfetta, * Sir, it does not become 
< me to hearken to any profeffions of 

* this nature^ from a perfon to whofe 

* family, fortune, and charafter I am fo 

* an entire ftranger.' 

* Orfames. * It will be cafy for me, 

* madam, to giv^ you full fatisfaftion in 

* all thefe particulars ; but till I can do fo 
^ I beg you will permit me, at leaft, to 
« convince you of my paflion.' 

Lyfetta. * Tho*, fir, there is no room i 
•' to doubt, either by your appearance or j 

* behaviour, but that you are a gentleman 1 

* and a man of honour, yet 1 fhould be ] 

* glad, methinks, to know fome one - 
*• perfon with whom you arc acquaint- 

? ed.' 

Orfames. * Unfortunately for me, 
^ madam, there is not one foul in this '\ 

* town 
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* town who can give any account df me : 
' — this, perhaps, you will think fome- 

* what odd/rbut permit me to give you 
^ a fhort llcetch of my hiftory, ^nd you 
^ will ceafe to wottder at it/ 



Lyfetta. ^ Then, p^ray fir, oblige itiq 
fo tar.' 

Or fames. * It is no boaft in me, ma- 
dam, to affure your ladyfhip that my 
family is among the number of the 
moft ancient in England, having been 
fettled here long before the conqueflr, 
and many of them been bifhops, judges, 
and privy counfellors ; but my father, 
taking fome difguft at the meafures in 
a late reign, refolved to quit his native 
country tor ever 5 and to that end fold 
the feat of his anceftors, with a very conT 
fiderable eftate in Somerfetlhire, and 
carried the purchafe money, together 
with his whole family, to Philadelphia, 
where he- had then a brother, reputed 
the mod wealthy merchafit in . that 
place ; — it was there, madam, I wa^f 
bom, and am the only furviving iflue of 
of my parents, and confequently the * 
fole heir of their poffefTions, as alfd of 
my uncle's, he dying without leaving 
any child behind him. — ^'I fear I t^r^ 
you, madam/ 

C 2 Lyjetla,^ 
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Lyjetta. « No, fir, I beg you will go 

* on.' 

Or fames. * From my very infancy 

* there were fomewhat in my nature 

* which could not relifli the manners of 
^ thcfe Americans, though born among 

* them 5 — I had read a great deal, and 

* heard much more concerning England, 

* and had always a paffionate defire to 

* come to it -, but my father, even after 

* my arriving at maturity, would never 

* liften to any intreaties I made him on 

* that fcore : — after his death, my ancle 

* was no lefs averfe to my removal •, but 

* on his demifc, finding myfelf freed from 

* all dependency, and entirely mafter of 

* my own aftions, I left all my efFefts to 
« be difpofed of by a perfon whofe in- 

* tegrity I am well aflfured of, and taking 

* with me only a thoufand guineas, juft 

* for prefent ufe^ embarked in the firft 
^ fhip that failed for England, where I 
^ happily arrived about fix weeks fince.' ? 

Lyfeita. * * But would it not have beea 
' better, fir, that you had ftaid at Phila- 
delphia till your affairs had been fet- 
tled?' 



( 



* Orfames. * Not at all, madam ; I 
♦ have friends there that will manage for 

♦ me 
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* me as well as if I were there in perfon ; 
< — befides, an irrefiftable impulfe hurried 

* me to England ; — I could not then 

* account for my innpatience, but am 

* now convinced it was my guardian 

* angel called mc to behold in reality 
« that lovely face I have fo often feen in 
[ dreams/ 

Lyfetta. * What, dream of me V 

Orfames. *, Yes, madam, though fo 

* many leagues diftant, my foirit has beta 
« often with you, — converged with you, 
« and avowed that flame my n:\ortal part 
; now feels.* 

Lyfetta^ * Is it poffible I' 

Orfames^ * True, by Heaven |* 

Lyfetta. * And are you certain I am 
t * the fame you faw in your fleep ?' 

' Orfames. * I could not te deceived ^ 

* — the firft moment my eyes were 

* bleft with your divine prefence at the 
« Chapel Royal, I forgot the folcmnity of 

* the place» and the pious bufinefs that 
« had brought me thither ; and as the 
? Poet fays,' 

C 3 When 
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When I attempted to fay my prayers, 
Began my prayers to Heaven,^ 
And ended them to you. 

Lrfetta. * *Tis very wonderful \ — but 

* 'tis time enough to talk of thefe things* 

* — Ais you have related to me the 

* former part of your life, I fhould like 

* to know in what manner you intend to 

* regulate the future.* 

Orfames. * That muft be fubmitted 

* to my charming direftrefs ; — all my 

* affairs, as well as my heart, .muft 

* henceforth be at your difpofal : — I 

* had thoughts, indeed, of purchafing a 

* fmall eftatCft of about fifteen, hundred 

* or two thoufand pounds a year y — but 

* whether I fhould put the remainder of 

* my fortune into the public funds, or lay 

* it out on an employment at Court, I had 

* not yet determined.* 

Lyfetta. * Oh, by all me^s byy a place 
« at Court ; — the Coqrt is the pnly 

* Heaven upor^ Earth.' 

Orfames. ^ Next tp your company J 

* believe it is ^ and fince you g-pprpy^r 

* thq thoug^ht, fiiall infallibly purfue it.V 
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LyfeUa. * Whoever you marry, fir, 
[ will doubtlefs be of my opinion/ 

Orfames. * Ah! do not wrong my 

* faithful heart fo much as to imagine re 

* capable of being charmed by any other 

* fair ! — No, — if all my love, my fer- 
*^vices, my prayers, Ihould fail to move 

* the adorable Lyfetta, I vow an eternal 

* celibacy.* 

Lyfelta. * You men always talk thus 

* when you would impofe on the credu- 

* lity of our fex ; — but, fir, it is time 

* alqpe that is the true touch-ftone of fin- 
J cerity.* 

Orfames. * Madam, it is, and to that, 

* employed in my aflSiduities, and your 

* own goodnefs, I Ihall truft the decifion 

* of my fate ; — therefore, I once more 

* implore your permiflion to repeat my 

* vows, and pay you the tribute which 

* beauty like yours demands from love 

* like mine.' 

Lyfetta. * I will not hear fo much of 
« Jove -, — but as you are a ftranger in 

* town, and as yet have no acquaintance, 

* I cannot be uncharitable enough to re- 

C 4 fufe 
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* Fufe you the privikge €? vifiting tat 

* fometimes.' 

Orfames. * Heavenly creature \ but it 
^ is in this humble pofture I ought to 

* thank your goodncfs.* 

With tbefe Words he threW himfeM" 
upon his knees, and catching hold of both 
her hands, preffed firft the one and theft 
the other to his lips with the greateft ap- 
pearance of tranfport ; — all which (he 
ilifFered, nor difcovered the leaft reluc^ 
tance ;— • I know not how long he might 
have continued in this mute courtfliip, if 
the found of fomebody at the door had not 
obliged him fuddenly to rile. 

It was Lyfetta's fervant, who immedi- 
ately entered and prefented her with two 
letters, which had been juft left her by the 
poft ^ — fhe looked on the fuperfcriptions, 
then threw them carelefly on the table, 
without (hewing any impatience to examine 
the contents ; but her lover, either thro* 
politenefs, or becaufe he had afted enough 
of his part for tJie firft time^ thought 
proper to take his leave, faying he would 
do himfelf the honour to wait on her 
the next day* 

He 
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He was no fooner gone, than fhe began 
to give a loofe to thofe agitations which 
his prefence and difcourfe had occafioneci 
in her mind, and which ihe had not with- 
out great difEculty reftraincd from being 
vifible. 

It was in thefe terms fhe exprefled her- 
fclf, which, incoherent as they are, I jBiall 
deliver them to my readers, juft as I found 
them the next morning engraved <Xi my 
Tablets. 

Lyfetta. • Well, this is the oddeft ac- 

• cident ; fure there was never any thing 

• fo aftonifhing! — let people fay wliac 

• they will, — there is a great deal in the 

• throwing of a cup; — that woman is 

• certainly the devil ; — how exaftly (he 

• defcrib*d this gentleman. — I have faid 

• I would never marry, but if the ftar^ 

• have ordain*d it otherwife, it is in vairi 

• for weak woman to rcfift ; and if his 

• fortune be fuch as he pretends it «,. I 

• can fee no caufc for any one to blame 
^ me/ 

Here fhe flopped, and fell into a little- 
refverie 5 but foon coming out of it, thus^ 
renew'd her ejaculations^: 

C 5. Lyfetia^ 
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Lyfetta. ' There is nothing in the per- 
^ Ton nor addrefs of this new lover, but 

* what is perfectly agreeable, — and I be- 

* lieve I (hall like him well enough on a 

* little more acquaintance with him j — • 
' he feems vaftly charm'd with me ; but 

* one ought not to build on what the 

* men fay on thefe occafions. — There is 

* fomething ftraogely particular, indeed, 
^ in his dreaming of me without ever 
*• having feen me : — in fine, the more I 
' confider, the more I find the hand of fate 

* is in this bufmefs, and I myft fubmit.* 

After this (he feem'd fomewhat more 
compofed, and began to read the letters 
fhe had receiyed; — I alfo looked ovci 
them at the f^me time y but found they 
were onjy^ from relations^ of family af* 
fairs of no moment to the public, or to 
the narrative I am reciting. 

. AYheni 1 came home, had thrown my- 
fclf into my eafy-chair, and began to ru- 
minate on the extraordinary fcene I had 
been witnefs of, I knew not whether the 
t?afe defign, which I no\y plainly per- 
ceived^ had been concerted between the 
Fortune-teller and Orfames, or the Wisak- 
iiefs and infatuation of Lyfetta in giving. 
, credit 
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credit to their romantic Ues, had the moft 
right to cngrofs my amazement. 

But when I reflefted more deeply on 
the various impofitions I daily faw prac- 
tifed in the world, my wonder ceafed, on 
account either of the Fortune-teller or the 
Fortune-hunter, and fix'd itfelf entirely 
• on the fimplicity of Lyfetta. -— It now 
ftcm'd not ftrange to me, that the moft 
illiterate and abjeft wretches Ihould be en- 
dowed with a natural ftore of cunning, 
which, back'd by impudence, renders 
them capable of forming^^ Contrivances to 
deceive; clfe how do we fo often fee 
common pickpockets and houfe-breakers 
circumvent the watchfulnefs of the moft 
cautious ? but then thofe fort of pilferers 
rob us when our heads are turn'd another 
way, or when we are deeping in our beds ; 
but in Uftening to Fortune tellers we are 
defrauded with our eyes broad open, and 
give, as it were, our own confent to the 
worft kind of theft, that of fteaUng away 
our underftanding. 

People guilty of this egregious folly, 
when detefted in it, pretend they confulr 
thofe ridiculous oracles for no other end 
than merely to divert themfelves, without 
believing, or even remembering afcer- 
wards one fyllable of the prediftions deli- 
C 6 vercd 
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rercd to them. — This may, perhaps, at 
firft be true ; but there are toa many in- 
ftances which prove that cuftom, by de- 
grees, turns into earned what mightonce 
be meant but as a jeft. — The reafonis 
this : 

Thofe fubtle creatures frequently find 
means, either by emiffaries they employ 
for that purpofe, or by infinuating them- 
felves among the fervants,, to get into the 
fccrets of families, and one real faft, 
ferving to make aJl they lay believed, 
gives them the power to work the per* 
fon who depends upon them almoft to any 
point they aim at. 

The moft pernicious defigns have beett 
tarry'd on this way. —Husbands have 
bctn fet againft their wives, and wives 
sgainft their husbands j— parents have 
been made to difregard theifr children, 
and children to forget all obedience to 
their parents •, — the beft matches have 
been broke off, and the moft difpropor* 
tionable ones made : — in fine, there is 
no kind of mifchief but what has hap- 
pened when a Fortune-teller has been 
bribed by fome bafe perfon, wha has an 
intereft ia bringing about fuch events. 

There- 
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Therefore, as I think there Is a law in 
force againft thefe pretended dealers in 
futurity, I cannot help faying, that I re- 
gret its not being executed with greater 
punftuality -, fince thie more fimplc an 
evil appears, the more dangerous it proves 
in its eflfedh* 



CHAP. IV. 

Contains the catajiropbe cf an affair^ 
which the repetition of ought not tO' 
give offence to any one^ except the 
perfon ivhofe refentment the author 
will not look upon as a misfortune. 

LYSETTA was fo ftrongly perfuaded 
in her mind, that it was her fate to 
marry Orfames, that (he made not the 
kaft attempt to check the growing incK- 
nation (he had for him, but rather thought 
it a virtue in her to encourage the moft 
tender fentiments for a perfon ordain'd 
by Heaven to be her husband. 

I made fevcral vifits to her, both in my 
Vifible and Invifible capacity, and feldom 
went without finding Orfames there, and 
every time more free an^ degagee than 
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before. — He made fo fwift a pfogrefs irr 
bis courtibip, thatialels than a fortnight 
he became the Major-Domo of her fa- 
mily, — commanded all the fervants, and 
behared as if already their mafter, as in- 
deed he was in every thing except the 
namcr 

To add to all this, Lyfetta fufFered 
him to conduft her to all public places ^ 
— they took the air together in the 
Mall, Kenfington-Gardens, and Hy(5e- 
Park, and lat in* the fame box at the 
Play-houfe^ he always dined and flipped 
with her, whatever other company were 
there : — in a word, they were never 
afunder but in thofe hours when decency 
obliged them to be fo. 

So ftrange a revolution fn the beha- 
viour of Lyfetta; made a great deal of 
noifc in town y all her acquaintance were 
furprized ; r — all her friends and kindred 
were very much alarmed at it ; efpecially 
as the perfon to whom (he fhewed thefe ex- 
traordinary favours was altogether un- 
known in the world, nor could they get 
the leaft account of him. 

Thofe, who either through a long coti- 
verfation or affinity of blood, could take 
the privilege of difcourfing with her on 

this 
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^Js head, d^d it ia a very, free mariner ; 
but the anfwers fhe gave to their interrp-; 
gatories were far from being fatisfaftory ta 
them : — when fhe told them his hiftory 
as he had related it to her, they treated it 
with contempt ; — fome faid, — that he» 
was an impoftor •, — others more 
modeft, that they wiftied he was not fo •,. 
— to both which fhe returned, — that 
whatever he were, fhe was certain it was* 
her fate to. marry hini, and therefore de^ 
fired that they would give themfelves no» 
farther pain on that oceafion. 

As (he was naturally of a haughty, ob^ 
ftinate difpofition, it is, highly probable 
thaf the remonftrances they took the 
liberty of making to her, rather (trcngth-r 
ened than abated her refblution of giving 
herfelf to him : — I w,as at her houfe one 
day, under cover of my Invifible Belt^ 
when I hear4 the foUowi?ag converfatioa 
between them: 

Orfames. ' Qondemn me not, my angel, 

* for being fometimes melancholy even 

* in your divine prefence j—* though you 
' have promifed to make me one day the 

* happiefl of mankind, and 1 look gpon 

* every word of that dear mouth. as unfail- 

* ing as an Oracle, yet when I confider the 
' length of time between me and the 

* confunamation of my wifhes, tht \rcv- 
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• patience of my paffion will not permit 

• me to be gay.' 

Lyfetta. * You men are always in 

• fuch a hurry in every thing you 

• do/ 

Orfames. * Ah, madam, "^tis a dread- 
« ful thing to have one's happinefs depend 

* on the uncertain winds and waves, it 

* may be yet two months before my 

* dFefts can arrive from Philadelphia/ 

Lyfetta. * And do you call that fo 

♦ long a time ?' 

Or James. * A million of ages in the 

• account of love % and even, according to 

* common calculation, longer than human 
< nature can fuftain continual toirments 5 

♦ — eight whole weeks^ fix and fifty 

* anxious days, and as many reftlefs 

* — nights \ upwards of thirteen hundred 

* hours of tedious expeftation ; and 
^ minutes almoft numberlefs, wafted in 
« pain which might be paffed in plea- 

* iure, if you would fhorten the tremen- 

♦ dousdate/ 

Lyfetta. • What wodd you have me 
*dor 

Orfames^ 
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Orfames. ' Ah .! if you loved, you 

• would not need to be told ; but of your- 

• felf generoufly bring the bleffed event 
^ nearer to my wiflics.' 

Lyfetta. • You would not have me 

* marry you till your aflfairs are fettled, 
« and things can be done regularly fot 

* our mutual fatisfaftion/ 



( 



Orfames. « I underftand you, madam ; 
— the articles of jointure and pin- 

* money, I know, aret:uftomary in modifh- 

* marriages ; but the paffion you have 
^ infpired mt with is of too fublime a 

* nature to ftoop to fuch mean forms. — 

* I aflc not what your fortune is, but will 

* fettle the whole of mine upon you ^ — 

* your lovely perfon is all the trcafure I 

* am ambitious of preferving •, — the reft 
f ihall be at your difpofaL* 

Lyfetta. * That is kind, indeed; but 

* more than I defire or would accept 

* of/ 

Orfames. * Oh \ that you had no other 

* fortune than your beauty ; — then would 

* the fincerity of my love be proved by 

* endowing you with all that Heaven has 
< made me mafter gf* -<- Alas! you know 
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* not how ardently, — how faithfully I 

* adore you.' 

. Lyfetta. * Yes, I am vain enough to 

* think I have fome fliare in your afieftions."* 

Orfames. * Some fliare ! — oh ! could 

* you be fenfible of the thoufandth part 

* of \^hat I feel, pity, if not love, would 

* compel you to eafe my throbbing heart 

* of the fufpence it labours under, and you 

* would give yourfelf to my defpairing 

* -^ dying •^ burning — bleeding paf^ 

* fion/ 

LyfUia. * I have already faid I will 

* be yoiirs, and now again rq)eat it/ 

Or fames. • But when, my Angel !* 

In fpeaking thefe words he threw him- 
felf upon his knees before her, — burft 
into a flood of well diflembled tears, and 
grafp'd her Robe de Chambre With ago- 
nies which I caraiot but fay had much 
the appearance of reality, while in thefe 
terms he prosecuted his defign : 

OrfanM. ' I hav^ till now, fupported 

* life but in the rapturous hope of^ being 
^ one day blds*d ift your poffe^n : but 
^ even hope, by its iiQcettiiiinty, becomes at 

^ laft 
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* Uft too weak an aid 5 and foon, very 

* foon, my adorable Lyfetta, will ypu be- 

* hold your faithful lover a cold breathlefs 
< cprp3, unlefs the balnvof your kindnefs 

* recruits the vital lamp, and givers frelh 

* vigour to my deprefs'd and breaking 

* heart.' 

Lyfetta. * I cannot bear to, he^r and 

* and fee you thus ; — rife, fir, -— this 

* pofture does not become the man whom 

* 1 intend to make my hufband/ 

Or fame 5. * No, by Heaven, I will never 

* quit your feet without an affurance of 

* my -happineft, — r-Say thejji,, — oh I fay I 

* when (hall te tl>e;VUfefulAlay thatmak^ 

* you mine r 

Lyfeila.^ .' Since it muQ: be fb, — «i 

* even when you plea,fc. -^^ No, liQldi ^^^ 
J I had forgot myfelf/ 

Orfc^ess * Ohj^ Hcayen?, wJbai now !* 

Lyfittfl. « I pron^ifed a reveroiad 

* clergyman, my near kinfmao, that if 

* ever I married he fhouki perfonm liie 

* ceremony ; — he is at prefent out of 
^ towAji ^% Y^^ return pc^t^uoday^ and 

* oa t^ Tv^eici^y foilowABig ii fluatLi^ot b© 
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< my fault if wc do not attend him at the 
« Altar.' 

Orfames. ' Extatic found ! — may 1 

• depend on the performance of this 

* Heavenly promife r 

Lyfetta. * You may, and be entirely 

* eafy on that point j take now my hand, 
*^ as an carneft oF my giving it to you in a 

• more folemn manner before a parfon : 

* — henceforward 1 fliall look upon my- 

* felf as yours,* 

Orfames. « Angell — Goddefs ! — 

• thus then let me feal the, covenant on 

< thofe charming lips that has pronounced 
!it/ 

Lyfetta. « The covenant Wftl nof hold 

* good in law without both parties in- 

• terchangeably fign their affent.' 

She uttered thefe words with a moft 

E leafing fmile, and at the fame time threw 
er arms about his neck, and returned 
the paflionate falute fhe had received 
from him, adding this tender expreffion : 

Lyfetta. * My dear, dear Orfames, I 
« do not now blufti to confefs to you, that 

• from the firft moment you declared your- 

* fcif 
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* felf my lover, my heart correfponded 

* with your vows, and told me what would 

* be the event,* 

He affedbed too much tranfport, on 
hearing her fpeak in this manner, to be 
able to make any other reply than kiffes 
and embraces, which, as fhe was far from 
repelling, or feeming the leaft offended at, 
I know not what advantages he might 
have taken, on finding her thus foften'd 
by his artifices, if a fudden interruption 
had not, happily for her, broke off this 
dangerous entertainment* 

A footman came in, and told her that 
her aunt, lady Gravelove, was come to 
vifit her \ on which fhe cry'd with fome 
peevifhnefs, 

' LyJ^ia. ' Pifh, — Why did you not 

* fay I was from home ?* 

Footman. * Your ladyfhip gave me no 

* fuch orders •, but if you pleafe, I will go 
i* and tell her that I was miftaken, and 

* that your ladyfhip went out without my 

* knowing you had done fo,* 

Lyfetta. • No, no, I muft fee her ; 

* ^— go and fay I m\\ wait on her pre- 

* fently.* 

Then 
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Then turhing fondly to Orfames, faid, 

Lyfitta. * Do you chufe to join com- 

* pany with my aunt ; or Ihall I fetch 
« lonfie book to amufe you with till fhc 
■ * is gone 

Orfameil * No, my deareftiove; — 
« this lacy has always lookM upon mc 
« with an unpleafing eye, elpecially of 

* late, therefore will not offend her with 
« my prefence -, •^- neither are my fpirits 

* enough compofed, in the excefs of joy 
« you have infpired me with, to read any 
« thing with attention ; — fo will take a 
« little walk/ 

Lyfetta. « Do fo ; — but I Ihall ex- 
« pedt you back to fupper^ — my aunt 

* feldom ftays longer than to drink tea, 

* and I am fure I fhall not prefs hdr at 
' this time.' 

No more was faid on either fide \ -— > 
they embraced and parted, —i fhe went 
into the next room, and he down flairs, 
in order to go where his bufincfs or in- 
clination called him. 

As I never believed this fellow was 
what he pretended, I had taken fofne 

pains 
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pains to difcover the truth of his cireUm- 
ftances; but without any fucccfs, till ic 
now came into my mind to follow him 
after he had left Lyfetta's houfe ; which 
I did, refolving not to lofe fight him till 
he fhould return to her again. . 

He went direftly to Drury-lane, walk^ 
very faft, and never ftopp*d till he came 
to the entrance of a narrow paflage be- 
tween that place aad Wiid-ftreet, where 
he ftood ftill, and look'd round him, as 
I fuppofe, to fee if any one was near who 
might know him ; for day was not yetr 
quite fhut in -, —-then pafs'd a little farther, 
— look'd about him again, and finding . 
the coaft, as he thought, clear, none be-^ 
ing in the alley but his Invifibld atten- 
dant, flipp'd haftily into a' little dirty ale- 
houfe, where an old woman met him, 
and told him his friends were all above, 
on which he ran up flairs and pufli'd 
open the door of a room, pretty fpacious, 
indeed, but had otherwife all the figns of 
beggary and wretchedncfs about it. - 

Here we found five or fix mera, tole- 
rably well habited •, but had fomething in 
their countenances which made me guefs 
their occupation before they difcover'd it 
by their xxmverfation ; for they were no 
better than a gangof thieves and ftiarpers, 

•~ they 
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— they were fitting round a table, with a 
great bowl of punch before them, when 
Orfames ru{h*d in, and with a gay air 
accofted them in thefe terms : 



c 



Orfames. * Wi(h me joy, my lads,— 
my hearts of fteel, — wi(h me joy •, -^ 

* I have gained my point •, — all is over, 

* rfaith/ 

Firji Man. * What, married !* 

Orfames. * No, but as good as mar- 

* ried \ — the wench and her twelve thou- 

* fand pounds arc as fiire to me, as if I had 

* the one in my arms and the other in 
' my pocket ; — Tuefday is the day, my 
« buffs/ 

As he fpoke this he drummM with his 
hands upon the table, and roar*d with a 
flirill voice this fcrap of an old ballad : 

X)rfames. * On Tuefday morning 'twill 

* be all my care, 

* To powder my locks and to comb 

* up my hair : 

* Hey, fo trim and fo fmug upon 

* Tuefday. 

* But I muft have more money ; by G — d, 

* I have not a fingle doit left.' 

Second 
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Second Man. * How ! — All the fifty 

* pieces gone already ?* 

Orfatnes. * Ay, faith, and well laid 

* out too i— I fhall return it with inte- 

* reft ; — you fhall all fhare in the money, 
' and the woman too. — But come, — * 

* how flands flock among you ?' 

Third Man. * Curfcd low: — tho* 

* we have been all out to day we have 

* not collected above thirty pieces, and 

* four gold watches that muft be knocked 
' to pieces, and the cafes melted down, 

* or the makers names may betray us/ 

Fourth Man, * The road grows worfe 

* and worfe every day, I think ; — people 

* are either poorer or more cautious than 

* ever thev were/ 

Orfames. * But did you get nothing 
f from the four ladies that the Fortune- 
f teller told you were to take the air this 

morning on Barnes-Common ?' 

Bftb Man. * I fhould have done ; 
but as the devil would have it, juft as 
f they were going to pull out their purfesf, 

* three gentlemen, with fire-arms, came 

* Vol. hi. D * gal- 
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« galloping towards us, and obliged vtie I 
« to make off without my booty.* 

Orfames. * 'Twas damn'd unlucky.' 

firft Man* * One mceb with a thou* 

* fand fuch difappointments ; — for my 

* part I am half fick of the bufinefs, and 

* fb I believe we are all.* 

Second Man. * Ay, faith \ for what 

* with feeing innkeepers, coachmen, for- j 
« tune-tellers, and other fuch necdflTaryi 

* infornKrs, we have the leaft part of thdl 

* profit to ourfelves.* 

Third Man, Ay, — I wifli, Orfames, 

* you were once married, that you might 

* fee up a gaming table under the fanc- 

* tion o\ your lady*s name •, — gamingli 

* is ten times a more profitable, as well ai « 
^ a fafer way of thieving.* 

Orjameu * You know it was nly biar- 

* gain, and you may depend upon fSi] 
< honour that it (hail be the firft thing I 

* will do.* 

Fourth Man^ It will be a joyful day 
« for fmce taxes have been fo high, i^i 

* trade lo low, fuch numbers of fhop-| 
^ keepers are obliged to take the roadj 

* thJ 
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^ that we old pradlitioners can fcarcc get 

* a living by it. 

Orfames. * Well, well, all thi? will 

* be over in a fliort time ; — »• but you, 

* fnuft raife nle fome calH ; — * I can 

* eafily give you an account of the fifty 

* pieces.* 

- Fifii Man. ^ Ko, no, it needs not ^ 

* — we know you would not fink upon 
' us/ 

Orfarkes. * I chufe, however, to do 

* it : — the firft article is five guineas to 

* the Fortune-teller, as an earneft of the 
. * hundred fKe is to receive after my mar- 

' * riage with Lyfetta : — the fecond is 

* tw'erity pounds for a' gold fnuff-box, 
, * which I pretended to have brpught 
^ * from Philadelphia and prefented to her 

* ladyfhip :— the third is about ten more, 

1* (pent in three feveral jaunts I mafie 
* ynth her to Richmond, Windfor, and 
^ * Greenwich : — tbe remainder, you 

* may believe, might well be fpent irl do* 

* nations to her fervants, board-wages 

* to my own man, — paying my lodg- 

* ings at two guineas a week, chair-hire> 
f and other fuch neceflary expences.* 

Da Firft 
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Firfi Man. * You could do no lefs.' . 

Second Man. * Ay, ay, — nothing of 
< all this could have been fpared. — But 

* what fum do you demand at prefent ?* . 

Orfames. * I believe twenty pieces 

* will defray the whole charges of the 
« weddihg, which is all I want j ■ — after 

* them, my boys, i Ihall have enough 

* for you all.' 

On this every one turned out his 
pockets, and the fum rcqiiefted was im- 
mediately made up and laid upon the 
table, which Orfames put into his purfe -, 
and then fome difcourfe enfued among 
this vicious company which I chufe to 
pafs over in filence, as it would be no fit^ 
entertainment for the- chafte ears of my 
fair readers. 

Orfames ftaid with them about two 
hours, and then took his leave in order. 
to fup with Lyfetta, as Ihe had defir*d 
he would; — I accompanied him not 
thither, but went home to my own apart- 
ment, more full of confufion at the dif- 
covery I had piadc than I ^m able to 
exprels, 

Tho' 
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Tho* 1 half defpifed Lyfetta: for the 
' follies I had feen her guilty of, yet when 
I reflcded on her birth, and the character 
flie had hitherto maintained in the world, 
I could not bear the thoughts of her be- 
coming the viftim of the bafe defign con • 
ceited againft her -, and her fortune, re- ' 
putatipn, and eternal peace of mind, the 
prey of fuch a neft of villains. 

My v/hole ftudy was now fully bent 
how to fnatch this unfortunate lady from 
that gulph of perdition (he was upon the 
brink of, and fo near plunging into. 

I was extremely divided in my thoughts 
what to do on this occafion % to give her 
any hints concerning the dangers to 
which (he expofed herfelf and reputation, 
by encouraging the addreffes of a man * 
whofe charafter Ihe was fo little acquaint- 
ed with, I knew would be in vain, as (he 
had rejefted all the warnings given her 
on that fcore, and refufed to liften to the 
admonitions of her beft friends and near- 
eft kindred. — I had it in my poweh, in- 
deed, to inform her of much more than 
any of them could even guefs at; but 
then I could not relate the fcene I had 
been witnefs of without difcovering at the 
fame time the fecret of my Invifible Belt, ^ 
D 3 nr\C\c!cv 



54 ^b^ Invifibk S p v^ 

which w^s by no means proper for mc t# 

cntruft her with. 

To acquaint her by letter with what I 
knew concerning Odames, and the villa- 
nous confpiracy had been form'd to ruin 
her, I fear*d would be to as little purpofe ; 
and doubted not but (he would look upon 
an anonymous intimation only as a piece 
of malice, and treat it with the contempt 
it might feem to merit ; — as this, how- 
ever, was the only method which I could 
take to fave her, with any convenience 
to myfelf, I refolved to purfue it ; and ac- 
cordingly wrote to her the next morning 
a full account of all I had been witnefs of 
between Qifames and his wicked com- 
panions. 

I made this letter be left at her houfe 
before the time in which flie ufually got 
out of bed, to the end fhe might have 
leifure to confider the contents, without 
being interrupted by any company coming 
in ; — • as I was defirous of feeing in what 
manner fhe would receive this intelli- 
gence, I went, under cover of my Belt, 
and gained entrance juft as llie bad finilh'd 
the pejiii^al. 

Her 
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Her behaviour was fuch as I had appre- 
hended ijt would be ; — Ihe tore the 
ktter, — ftorm'd, and cry' d put, 

Lyfstta. * Was there ever fo much 

* impudence ! — Sure the perfon that 

* fent this infamous fcrawl muft have a 

* very, mean opinion of my underftand- 
^ * ing to think I could give the leaft credit 

* to fuch a vile afperfion. — Orfames an 

* impoftor ! a companion for thieves and 

* vagabonds! — ridiculous.* 

And then again : 

Jayfetta. « This muft certainly be i 
' contrivance of fomc of my wife kindred 

* to break off the match : — I coujd find 
' in my heart to fend for Orfames and 

* marry him this inftant, to (hew how 
' much I defpife their little malice : --^ 
' but tis no matter,— Tuefday will foon 

* arrive, and that will put an end to alK* 

I ftaid a full hour, in the fuppofition 
that Orfames would make her a morning's 
vifit ; but finding, by fome difcourfe m^ 
had with her maid, that (he did not ex- 
peft him, and was making herfelf ready 
to go among the fhops for things fhe 
wanted to buy, I quitted her apartment 
J) 4 m\3^\k 
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much difconceried at the ill fucccfs of j 
what I had done. 

However, as I had little clfe to em- 
ploy my time that day, I went again in 
the afternoon, Orfamcs was now there, and 
two ladies of Lyfetta's particular acquain- 
tance : — whether fhe had mentioned any 
thing to him of the letter 1 cannot be cer- !>' 
tain ; but am apt to think fhe had notj 
for he appeared with an alertnefs, which, ?^ 
by all 1 could difcover, had nothing of 
conflraint in it. 



Cards were caird for, and they were 
juft going to fit down to Whifl, when 
word was brought Lyfetta that her coufin, 
Capt, Platoon, wasjufl arriv'd f roip Car- 
lifle and come to wait upon her, on which 
ilie ordered him to be fhew'd up imme- 
diately. 

Orfames, who I perceived had turn'd 
pale as afhes on hearing this gentleman's 
name, now rofe haflily from his chair, 
and faid to Lyfetta, 

Orfames. ' I have jufl thought of fonic 
« bufinefs I had to difpatch •, — your 
* kdyfhip muft excufe me.* 

Lyjetta. 
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Lyfetta. ' You will not go ?* 

Orjames. * The affair that calls me iS 

* of confequence ; — I cannot ftay.' 

She was going to make fomc reply^ 
but the Captain came that inftant into the 
room \ — while he was paying his com- 
pliments to his coufin and the other ladies, 
Orfames had taken up his hat and was 
endeavouring to flip out unperceived ^ but 
the quick-fightednefs of Lyfetfa prevent- • 
C(J him ; — ftie ran to him, and catching 
hold of his fleeve fpoke thus : 

Lyfetta. * You fliall not go, at lead 

* till I have prefcnted you to my coufin/ 

Then turmng to the Captain faid, 

Lyfetta. • This is a gentleman, coufin, 

* whofe acquaintance^ I beheve, you will ^ 
! hereafter think yourfelf happy in.' 

On this the Captain advanced witfi 
K great politenefs to embrace the perfon his 
fair kinfwoman pref.^nted to him ; but 
had no fooner fix'd his eyes upon his fate, 
than he ftarted back wi-h the utmoft 
ii,| iftonilhment, ^hd tty'd out to Lyfetta: 

D 5 Ca^t. 
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Capt. Platoon. ' What is the meaninj 

• of this, madam ? — Who would yoi 

• introduce to me ?* 

She was opening her mouth to mak 
fome anfwer ; but Orfames, who m 
drawing as faft as he could towards th 
door, hinderM her from fpeaking, b 
faying, witli a hcfitating voice : 

Orfames. * Madan?, — • the gentjem? 

• does not feena tp defire any new ^f 
' Quaint^nce ; ; — I will wai^ pn youf \^\ 

• Inip another time/ 

In fpeaking. this b€i got to the top < 
the ftair-x:afe, aijq 'tis likely wqu14 ha? 
made but one ftep to the bottom, if tl 
Captain had not prevented him, by rqi 
ning to him and catching faft hold 
him by the collar, draggM him bac 
faying at the iame time ; 

Capt. Platoon. * No, -rafcal, you m\ 

• not think to leave this .place till yc 

• have confefs'd what devil gave you tl 

• impudence to introduce yourfelf ip 

• fuch company, — and on what villai: 

• ous defign you are thus c^guifed 

• the habit of a gentlcnuiu* 

Or/ami 
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Orfamis. * Sir, I don't underftand this 
ufage; — you neither know me nor did 
' I ever fee you before : — you muft mif- 

* take me for fome other/ 

Capt. Plali^on. * Dog, — do you think 

* I am to be deceived by the drefs I fee 
'youin?* - 

Then * addreffing himfelf ta ^yfcttff, 
who flood as motionkfs. as if transfixed 
with Sunder, went on thus : 

Capt. BtMoGfj, • Madam, by what 

• means foever this villain lias impofed 

* upon you, I do affure you, upon my 

• honour, that two months ago be was a . 

* private man in Capt. Cut€omb*s com-^ 

• pany, and drum^d out of the regiment 

* for prg-ftealing, and other mifdcmea- 

• nors •, for fome of which, indeed, he 

* ought to have been hang'd/ 

On thefe words Lyfetta fcream'd out> 
— * Oh ! Heavens !* — and fell into a 
fwoon ; — the Captain feeing this, quitted 
his prifoner to run with the two ladies to 
her affiftance ; and Orfames took this op- 
portunity of making his cfcape, 

6 Propjw: 
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Proper means being apply*d, £1 
recovered, and the fwelling paffion 
had occafioncd this diforder vcntec 
felves in tears ; — the Captain apf 
little impatient to know how fhe 
acquainted with fuch a wretch 
fames ; but fhe told him ftie was n 
« in a condition to inform him of t 
ticulars, — faid, fhe was very ill an 
lie down, and defired to fee him s 
time ; — on which he took his le 
did the two ladies, who knowii 
fames had profefs'd himfelf her 
and the encouragement fhe had giv( 
I could perceive fmiled within t|ici 
at the difcovery; 

Thus was Lyfetta preferved fror 
and had no other punifhment f 
folly than being laugh'd at by tho 
were privy to the affair: — as f 
fames, I hs^ve fince met him abou 
in a very fhabby and tatter'd cone 
~ the gang of villains, his afR 
I believe are difperfed, and one o; 
has made his exit at Tyburn. 

Cf 
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CHAP. V. 

Threats on various matters^ fvme qf 
which ^ the author dares 'venture to 
ajfure the public^ will hereafter be 

Jound'not only more entertaining, but 
alfo of more confequence than at prer 

fent they appear to be. 

1HAD been told that lady Play feild*s 
route was an affemblage of the mofl: 
brilliant and polite perfons of both fexes, 
and tho* I never had any great opinion of 
thefe fort of meetings, yet I was tempted 
to go thither, ki order to be myfelf a 
witnefs how far the defcription that had 
been given me was' confonant to truth, 
— As I am an entire ftranger to her lady- 
ihip, and did not care for the formahty of 
being introduced by any one who went 
there, I choofe to make this vifit in my 
Invifible Capacity. 

The great number of wax- tapers, the 
fparkle of the ladies jewels, and the extra- 
ordinary beauty of fome among them, was 
dazling to my eyes at firft entrance •, but 
I foon found that I had the fame fault to 
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find with this as Lhad done in all other 
mixM company I ever faw •, — a kind of 
hurry and confufion, which deftroys that 
folid converfation that is fo agreeable 
when only a few feleft friends are met to- 
gethcjr* 

It was very near nine o'clock when I 
went thither, yet there were feyeral who 
came in after me •, — lady Playfeild re- 
ceived all of them with her accuftomed 
politenefs ; but for a great while there 
was nothing in the falutations on either 
fide which engrofsM my attention fo far 
as to make me fpread my Tablets to re- 
tain it/ 

I was^ indeed, quite indolent to every 
thing that was faid, till" the entrance of 
lady Allmode gave a little fpur to my 
curiofity •, — I had heard much talk of 
this lady^ not only for her being extrava- 
gantly fond of every new falhion, but al- 
fo for a certain peculiarity in her manner 
of converfation, which made her admired 
by people of a low education, and as 
much laugh'd at by thofe of a fuperior* 

I had beeii told that (he had an utter 
aversion to plain Englifli •, — and fo 
throrough a contempt for what-ftie called 
the vulgar way of fpeaking, that when (he 

talkM, 
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t^'d, even on the moft common things, 
flie interlarded all fhe faid with the 
hardeft words fhe could pick out of the 
Didionary, and frequently coined new 
ones of her own, which never were nor 
fcarce ever will be found in any Voci^bu- 
lary. 

Lady Pfayfeild, 1 perceived, received 
her with a great deal of refpeft ; — I was 
then at fome diftance, but on finding they' 
wete entering into converfation, drew 
more near, to have an opportunity of ^ 
hearing and improying myj^lf, by a per- 
fon of whom fo extraordinary a defcrip- 
tion had been given me. 

After the firft compliments were over, 
lady Playfeild addrefled herfetf to her ifei 
thefe terms : 

Lady PlayfeilS, * Tho* I am always 

* happy when I fee your ladyfhip, yet 

* now I can fcarce forbear complainmg 

* of your unkindnefs in coming without 

* mifs Arabella •, — I hear fhe has beea 

* in town above a week/ 

i 

La^ AUmode. * I could not have 

* been vjguilty of fo enormous a folecifm^ 
♦in ^d breeding, as not to have 

* brought her tQ pay her duty to your 
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r ladyfliip, if there had been a poffibility 

* in nature to have done it/ 

Lady Playfeildj ' I hope mifs is well, 

* madam/ 

Lady Allmcde. * Perfecflly fo, madam, 
« as to her health -, but fuch a fight, — 

* fuch a figure \ — a greater metamor- 
' pHofis than any in Ovid.* 

Lady PI ay fetid. * What does your 

* ladyfliip mean ?' 

Lady Mmode. * Oh, madam, the re- 
**moteft corners of the moft defart of 
' the three Arabias never produced fuch a 
' creature, — fuch a Tramontane, as the 

* Italians elegantly phrafe it. — Well, — 
« thefe people, who live a great way from 

* London, are fuch abfurdians, — fuch 

* awkwarditics. — Would your ladyfliip 

* believe it, ■ — they fent the girl home in 
^ a cap that quite covered the drum of tfer 

* ears ?* 

Lady Playfeild. « That might be to 

* prevent her from catching cold in the 

* ftaRc-coach/ 



•♦o"^ 



Laiiy Allmode. ' Oh, Jupiter ! — how 
* iam I furpriz'd to hear your ladyfliip talk 
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* in this manner ! — as if any one could 
Search cold with what is the falhion. — 

* But this is not all, — the girl had feve- 
' ral new fuits of cloaths when (he left 

* London, made in the genteeleft tafte ; 
' but my country aunt took it into her 

* head, that either I had allowM too 
' fcanty a pattern, or that Ihe had out- 
^ grown them, out of mere goodwill and 

* fimplicity, has lengthenM all her petti- 
' coats to fuch a ridiculous fize, that they 

* almoft come down to the buckles gf 

* her Ihoes ; — I proteft one can fcarce 

* fee whether ihe has any ancles, much 

* Icfs if fhe has any calves to her 

* legs.* 

On this a^gentleman who flood pretty 
near approached lady Allmode, and with a 
tone the moft ironical that could be, 
replied to what fhc had faid in thefc 
words : 

Gentleman. * Your ladyfhip muft ex- . 

* cufe the miftake your aunt has made ; 

* for I fancy the fafhion of going half 

* naked may not yet have reach'd fo far 

* as Wales/ 

La^ Allmode. * You certainly fpeak 

* the ifcionalii of the thing, fir ; — few 

* of tfilfe mountaineers regard any thing 
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« but loading their tables with provMions, 

* feafting their tenants, paying their 

* debts, {landing up for the liberties of 

* their country, and fuch-like antiquated 

* obfolete cuftoms ; — for my part, all 

* my faculties are immergM in a pro- 

* foundity of aftonilhment, to think that 
' my aunt could marry and fettle among 
' fuch aliens to politenefs, — fuch hea-. 

* thens to the laws of good-breeding and 
' the Drawing-Room.* 

Gentleman. « Perhaps, madam, the cuf- 

* torn s and manners you mention were 
< in vogue at the time of your aunt's mar* 

* riage r 

Lady /illmoie. *- 1 proteft, fir, you 
« have hit upon the folution of this enig- 

* ma ; — it was, indeed, in the reign of 

* queen Ann that (he married.* 

I had feen enough of this fine lady, 
and did not chufe to have my Tablets 
crowded with any more of her unintelli- 
gible jargon, fo retired to another part of 
the room, where 1 faw three ladies got 
together, and feemed very earncft in dif- 
Courfe.* 

But little was I like to be the better for 
my near approach, for being on the topic 

* of 
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>ns, of fcandal, each was fo full, and fo highly 
heir delighted with the thoughts of it, that all 
^ of fpeaking at the fame time prevented me 
^^^ from hearing diftinftly what was faid'by 
^ any of them ; and all I could gather at 
ro- laft was, that a certain lady of their ac- 
^ quaintance had been caught with her foot- 
ing man ; and that her hufband contented 
^- I himfelf with fecurinor his future honour 
fid I by an Italian lafe-guard.' 

I As I bad been infornaed of the par- 
"if- I ticulars of this ftory before, the foible of 
'W the tranfgrcfling fair did not fo much en» 
"■• grofs my meditations as the pleafure 
wfe of ber own fex fecmed to take in 
expofing it, and I could not help faying to 
ou , myfelf with the Poet : 
g; 

of < There is a lull in man no charm caa 

* tame, 
• Of loudly publiftung his neighSourU 
y$ * fhame. 

ts * On Eagles wings immortal fcandals 

ii- * fly, 

^f * While virtuous actions are but born^ 

ot and die. 

f- 

But this was a place more proper ta 

colled matter for refledion hereafter, than 

>r to induige it at prefent 5 fo I pafs'd oa 

ic among the ^ming-tahles, which were 

of * dw^tv. 
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eleven in number, and none of them un- 
occupy'd. 

Here it was pleafaht enough to obfer?€ ^ 

the various attitudes of thofe that j^lay'd ; 
and I think there is not a more (uvt way 
of judging people's difpofitions than to 
fee them at this diverfion ; — fome of 
thofe who fwept the flakes received the i' 
favours fortune beftow'd on them with an u 
eafe and calmnefs, which fhewed that they ' 
bad not been over anxious whether Ihe | 
fmiled or frowned ; but there were many 
more, who fnatch'd up the glittering 
•metal with a greedinefs which fufficiently 
demonftrated that avarice was the chief 
^excitement to what they did. 

As for the lofers, it gave me an infinite 
fatisfadtion to fee the unconcerned beha- 
viour of fome few among them ; — ■ while 
others again filled me with a no Icfs /en- 
fible difquietat their impatience : — I was 
afhamed to find a gentleman of rank and 
fortune forget all . politenefs, and fome- 
times even common decency, to thofe 
who had his money in their pockets 5 and 
forry in my heart to fee a lady bite her 
lips, wrinkle her forehead with unbecom- 
ing frowns, diftort every feature, and 
disfigure all the charms that nature had 
beftowM on her, for the lofs of what was 

not 
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not worth half that anxiety to preferve.- — 

* Good Heaven ! faid I to myfelf, if this 

* be the eflfeJts of gaming, what madnqfs 

* is it to venture one's peace in that un- 

* certain gulph ?* 

I remember, a faying of old Maflen- 
ger'si which may' be applicablo^ enough 
on this occafion : 

* The wife will never put in fortune's 

* power, 

* That which they ^cannot lofe without re- 

* pining.' ; , 

The beautiful Tfmena was thisl night 
among the number of the unfortunates,^ 
but not of the impatients ; — I flood be- 
hind her chair, and faw- her empty a well 
fiird purfe,Jand take out of it even the la,fl: 
guinea with aTmile j — ihe was, indeed,, 
a young lady lately come to the pof-, 
feffion of a very large fortune, and could, 
not want what fhe had thrown away -, 
but the fame might alfo be faid of 
Clarinda, who play'd ^t the fame table 
with her, and had alfo loft a cgnfiderable^ 
fuhi to' fir Charles Fairlove, with whom 
tiiefe two ladies had been engaged this 
whole evening at a Poole at Picquet : — 
but fee the' difference,^ the latter of them 
rofe from the table in a fury, — tore her 
&n, and cry'd. 
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cards, —I will ' 



Clarinda. *Curfe the 
< play no more this night, — that I am 
^ refolved -, — at kaft not with fir Charles.' 

Jfmena. * Nay, madam, we have no 
«' reafon to be angry with fir Charks, for 

* having done by us what we would 

* gladly have done by him > — for my 
^ part, tho' he has ftripp*d me of all I had 
^ about me, I am as good friends with 
•« him as ever.' 

Sir Charles Fdirlave. * T hope fb, nia* 

* dam, otherwife the good-luck I have 

* had at play would prove the grcateft 

* misfortune of my lire.' 

Clarinda. « The devif s in the cards 
« to-night, I think ; — I never loft at 

* Picquet in my life before, — and now I 

* have thrown away, ^ I canhot juftly 

* fay how much, — but 1*11 fee/ 

She theft turned to the table, and pourM 
otit of a purfe what was remaining in it, 
and having counted the fum ^ent on in the 
lame heat as before. 

Clarinda. * Yes, — by HeaVen 1 
' thought fo '—ho Icfs than fix and twenty 

* piefes.' 

Sir 
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5/r Charles Faxrlove. « I fhould be 

* forry, madam, to give you any difquiet 

* on the fcore of fuch a trifle ; but I can 

* do no more than offer you a chance for 

* regaining all you have loft ;— »if you 

* pleafe^ I will ftake the whole againft five 

* of yours,' 

Clarinda. * I fhould lofe that too, I 
' fuppofe.* 

IfrHtna. * Venture it, however ; — * 

* if you lofe it I'll be your halves, 
I •and fend you the money to-niorrOw 
' • morning.* 

Clarinda. * Well then I will make 

* one more effay / 

With thele words Ihe fat down again •, 
— they play'd; fhe was the winner, and 

* now aj^ar'd as gay and happy as fhe 
^ had lately been difeontfertied \ — fir 
« Charles fniiled With fbnie diWain at thii 

* reverie in her hUmour, and turning to 

* Ifmena, faid. 

Sir Charles Fairlove. • Now, madam, 

* you inuft take up the winner/ 

Jjmena. 
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Ifmena. * She muft give mc credit 
« then, fir; you both know I have no ftake 

* to lay down.* 

Clartnia. ' You mufl: cxcufe me fpr 
'. that, madam, — it may turn my luck j 

* — befides, one has no heart to play when 

* one does not fee the money on th^ 

* table/ 

5/> Charles Fairlove. < Well then^ 

* beautiful Ifmena, — I will give you 

* credit; — or if you pleafe, will play 

* upon the fquare, — my honour againft 

* yours.* 



c 



Ifmena. * With all my heart, fir 
Charles.' 



The ill-nature^ the ill-manners, and, 
indeed, the ingratitude of CJarinda, in re- 
fufin^ to give the credit of a ftake at 
card?, to a friend who had juft before 
offered to pay half the lofles fhe fhould 
fuftain in playing with another, made that 
young lady as difagreeable in my eyes, as 
the fweetnefs.of difpofition and generolity 
of the fprightly Ifmena made her charm- 
ing to a much greater degree than ever 
fh? had appeared to me before, — all love- 
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fyt as it muft be eoirfeft'd (he is ;, — but 
to prbceed : ^ 

Ifmena having accepted the challenge 
of fir Charles, Ihe cut the cards, and 
tried once more what chance would do 
for her ; — chance was ftill againft her; 
and fir Charles again the conqueror. — 
The game being over, ftie faid laughing : 

Ifmena. * Well, — • I may now fing 
^Fortune is my foe,— and confient my* 

* felf, for the remainder of this nighty 

* with being an humble fpeftator of other 

* people- s diverfion, fmce I am not in a 
f condition to partake of it myfelf,* 

^ . 

, %ir Charles Fmrhve. • It will be yout 

* own fault then, madam, if you are;— *i- 

* I believe I have aa hundred and fome 
»* odd^iece^ 'about me, which are all at 

* your devotion.* 

^ lfiMn4* ^ I thank you, fir Charles \ 

* but I do not chufe to rilque fo much 

* as that at one fitting : -— I do not care, 
f howevef,) if I biecamc youi: debtor for 
•* twenty pieces.* 

\.. Sir Charles Fairlove^ ^ You do me & 

* pleaTure, madam, in accepting any part 

* of the oiler I made you j -— there is 
LVoUlIL E •the 
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* the trifle you mention, if you want 

* more I beg you will command it.* 

Ifmena. * No, fir, I am dctemuVd 
« to play no farther than this , — I ata 

* much obliged to you lor itbc Javoufi 

* and will r^um it to-morrow-monring/ 

She then tocfc up die twenty :guineas fir 
Charles had laid down and put them into 
her purfc ; but while fhe was doing fo, 
he.reply'd to her laft .wocds in this 
mariner ; ■ 

Sir Charles Fairlovc. • There * is no '(K> 

* cafipn, madam, -for you.to giveyou^ 

* felf the trouble of fending this trifle io 

* me, — I have bufinefs. that i^iU bring 

* me into your neighbourhockl tofmor^ 

* row morning, and if you aijc lb ^dod 

* to permit rme tjiat honour, wili waitoa 

* you about twelve. 

Jfinena. * You may • depends ;&, on 

I my being at home;* 

■ ^ ^ , ■ • ■ ' • - ' 

Glarinda^ who had not ppcnM hef 
mouth all this time, nb^footneriaw/heif 
fair friend receive the money than ftf 
iaid her hand 6n ixers^ and with a gay j| 
faid to hef ; . 
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ClarinJa. « Now, my dear, I a(ii 

* ready for you, if you picafe, an^ W3- 

* Jing to venture as oiuch with you as 

* you have borrowM of fir Charles/ 

To this Ifmepa reply*d, with more fc-. 
tioufnefs than Hie was Ifeont to put on : 

Ifmtna. ^ No, madam, — I hara 

* been very unlucky here, ,aiid atp rc- 

* folved to change hands ; — 1 fee lady 

* Longmore has given out at the Whift 

* table yonder, — TU go and ^ke her 

* place.* ' 

With thefe words (he rofe haftily from* 
her Ip^t an4 did as fhe had -iaid, without 
waiting to hear any thing that might be 
offered to detain her by either of thbfe fhe 
had been playing with. -—Sir Charles 
fairlove foilowM her to the other table, 
and ftood behind her chair. trlj he faw her 
win more than the fum he had lent her. 

On the con)pany*s l^realcing up Ihe 
look'd round the room for fir Charles, in 
order, as I fuppofe, to return the money to 
him ; but if Ihe had ^y Jnch ,defign he had 
taken care to prevent the execution of it, 
by leaving. the place fome little tirne be* 
fgre Ihc had done playing, 

E t This 
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Yhis action of fir Charles, join'd to 
qpe; amoro^ia glances I had. perceived 
!^{m to regard her Vith^ made meYiifpccft 
le had fome farther view than mereJcom-j 
\)Iaifance in wh^t he had done ; but as he 
was generally accounted a man of honour, 
j^d fhe.had an- iii>blemifh*d charadter, I 
^fpended my judgment, 'till I ftiould fee 
the'event^of the vifit (he had promifed to 
receive frpm him the. next mgrniog. - ^ 

* ' ■ . ■ . ' > 

. After I had quitted this fcene of gay 
confufion, as mr. Addifon elegantly exr 
prcfles it, and had time to ruminate oq 
the tranfadions that evening had prefented 
me with, fir Charles Fairlove and Ifmena 
ran Tery muda in myhead, .bxit did not 
ib totally engrofs my attention as to make 
me negligent to all others : — r- 1 had heard 
feveral of the. afifcmbly fay to. each other, 
j:hat mifs Allrnode v^as a moft beautifi3 
young creature, and would certainly be the 
reigning toaft of the, town i£ not fpoird 
By the affeftationof her mother ; and this 
difl:in£t defcription gave me a curiofity 
both to fee the girl, and in what manner 
her felf-fufficient ladyfbip behaved towards 
ner. 

Accordingly I laid down a plan for 
my progrcflion the next morning, which 
was this ; — to go tQ lady AUmodc's as, 

eariy 
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early as it was reafonable to fuppofe fhe 
and her daughter wbuM be rtirring," ani 
from thence pafs on to the apartment of 
Ifmena at the time fir Charles Fairlovfe 
had appointed to be there ; and therf, 
having tuUy fettled this point in my mind, 
began to remember that the night wa5 
very far advanced, and went to-becl, as ilt 
is probable fomc of my readers may find 
it neceffary to do at this time. 

C H A P. VL 

Cmtains fuch things as are not often to 
be met with^ neither in the one nor 
the other fex ; yet: are^ or at leaji 
\ ought to be^ equally interejiing to 
loth. 

I ROSE the next morning more early 
than I had been for the moft part 
accuftomed ta do, in order to prepare for 
the two vifits 1 intended to make -, but in 
fpite of all the expedition I could pradticc^ 
I found myfelf obliged to poftpone either 
the one or. other 'till another day. 



/ 



So much time was elapfed, firft in tran- 
fcribing what 1 had been witnefs of ait 
Playfcild's, and then in getutv^ \!t^ 
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dialogues engrav'd on my l" ablets cx- 
|)unged by the pure fingers of my yet 
unpolluted virgin, that when all was 
ready the clock wanted but a very few 
minutes of ftriking twelve. 

I hefitated not whether I fliould go to 
lady Alimode's or to Ifmena; for befides 
being very much prepoflefs'd in favour 
of the latter, I did not doub? of meeting 
with fomething of more confequence in, 
her interview with fir Charles Fairlove 
than i could expeft to find in any dif- 
courfe between lady Allmode and htt 
daughter ; — I went thither in a lucky 
time, — fir Charles Fairlove was juft ftep- 
ping^out of his chair when I came to the 
(Icor, — I followed him up (lairs, and 
Ifmena rc'eeived him with a great deal of 
gaiety, but accompany'd with in equal 
air of mi;defty •, — as fo6n as they were 
£ated, fhe faid to him : 

Ifmena. * Your money was very for- 

* tunate to me, fir Charles, I did not lofe 

* one guinea after I became your bor- 

* rower.* 

Sir Charles Pair love. * Rladam, 1 con- 
« gratulate myfelf for being fo happy to 

* lerve you, tho* on fo infignificant an oc- 
^ cafion \ •— but fhould be better pleafed 
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^ to have it in my power to do fo in 
♦ much greater things/ 



IJmencu • I doubt not of your gene- 

* roufity to perlbns in diftrefs, and if ever 
' I am reduced to the fame exigence again, 

* it is likely may have recourfe to the 

* fame hand for relief ; — in the mean 

* time, fir Charles, permit me to return the 
' favour you have already conferred upon 
' me/ 

In fpeaking this flie drew out her purfe 
and counted twenty guineas on the table, 
which fir Charles took up and put into 
his pocket with a very carclcfs air \ -— 
faying at the fame time : 

Sir Charles Fairhve. « This trifle, ma^ 

* dam, is neither worth your returning 
' nor my receiving, nor fhould I have 
"* ever thought on it, if I had not given 

* you credit on an infinitely more valuable 

* account.* 

Ifmena. * Credit ! — As how, fir 

* Charles?' 

Sir Charles Fairlcvf. * Yes, madam, 

* — a debt wliich I am too impatient tq^ 

* waif long for the payment of^ and ani* 

* now come to claijm.- 

£ 4r If' 
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Jfmena. * You rally well, fir Charles ; 

* — but as I cannot comprehend the pur- \ 

* portj am not prepared to give an anfwtr.' 

Sir Charles Fairlovi. * No, i' faith, ma- 

* dam, you will find me extremely ferious ^ 

* — but fure you cannot be fo ftrangely 

* forgetful as not to recoiled what you 

* loft to me laft night at play ?* 

Ifmena. ' I loft nothing but what I 

* paid^ fir Charles.* 

5/> Charles Fairlove. * Nothing, ma- 

* dam V 



IJrnena. * No, upon my honour.* 



i 



Sir Charles Fairhve. * You have J 

* named the very thing, — your honour, 1 

* madam -, — when a lady ventures her ,j 

* honour at a gaming-table, and is fo un- 
' liicky as to lofe, fhe muft expedt to pay 

* the forfeit.' 



Jfmena. < What do you mean, fir 
* Charles?' 



Sir Charles Fair love. ' My meaning 
• needs no explanation, madam ; -^ you 
^ loft your honour to j3fie, and I now dc-? 

* mand 
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fiAand the immediate poffeffion of what ' 
I fairly won, and which if you re&fe to ' 
yield I have a right to feize.* 

Ifmcna. < Ridiculous/ 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Madam, the 
contempt you treat my prctenfions with 
take not away the validity of them \ — ' 
what was once your honour is now jio . 
longer fo, but mine, and at my difpofal ; 
— and you would not, fure, go abdut 
to defraud me of the good that fortune * 
has bcftowed upon me ?' 

With thele words he threw his arms 
bout her waift, with a freedom which 
lew'd he indeed look'd upon her as his 
^n : — (he feem'd a little alarm*d at* 
|s aifkion, and ftarting fome paces from 
n endeavoured to repulfe the temerity ; 
Vwas guilty of, by faying to him : 

^ena. * Forbear ; — this fooling is* 

Fcnfive.' •/ 

* 

^/> Charles Fairhve. • Madam, thfs 
coynefs is trifling;-—! am furprifed 
you will oblige me to have rccourfe to^ 
force for what is fo much my due, and^ 
Ifhould fet a higlier value upon ii^ 
chearfuUy refign'd. — Come, madam, 

E 5 * - I 
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• —I think t^s way leads to your 

• chamber.* 

He then catch'd hold of her a fccond 
time, and made an offer to bear her into 
another room ; — the grafp he had taken 
of her was not fo ftrenuous, however, but 
that (he eafily difengag'd herfclf ; and ' 
having done fo, cryM otit with a voice 
and air full of the extremeft difdain. 

Ifmena, * 'Till this aftion I f€»€C 
^ could think you were in dameft : *^ ' 

• bafe, and prefuming man. How darc^ 

• you entertain thoughts fo unworthy of 
*me!* 

Sir Charles Fairidve. * How dare you, 

• madam, hazard on the chance of a 
♦game atx:ards what feems fo precious to 

• you ?' 

Ifmend. * Oh, defpicable ! — to turn 

• that into a matter of ferioufnefs which 
•you well know was only meant irt 
•jcft.' 

Sir Charles Fairhvt. • We men, ma^ 

• dam, take all the advantages we can 

• when we play with a fine woman ; and 

• you may be aflured 1 fliall not eafily be 

pre- 
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1 'prevailed tjpoa to relinguifh tliofc I 
* fiare gained over you.' 

Ifinena^ * The vain idea will littlfc 
^ avail your vile purpofe/ 

iir Charles Fairkve. * Tou mav be 
« miftak^n, itiadam ;. — the taws of Weft- 

* minfter-Hall, indeed, will fcarcely take 
•any cpgnizgnce of an affair of this 

* nature ; — but thofe law« by which the 
« police world are chiefly goyern'd, I meaa 

* the laws of gaining, will infaJfibly give 

* it on my fide ; that pride of your*s will 

* be a good deal humbled when you fee 

* your ftkke of honour become the public 

* jeft, and all that has pafs*d l^etween u& 

* the fubjeft erf a news-paper/ 

Ifmena. * 1 am confounded't — you 

* cannot certainly be the monfter you ap- 
•pearl* 

Sir Charles Fairhve. • I would not 
^ wifti you, ttiadam^'to put me to the 

* jproof.* 

Ifmena. • Oh> Heavens ! — to what 
« has one unguarded word expofed me !* 

She could not utter this ^exclamation 

without letting fall fome tears> which I 

E 6 pre- 
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perceived had a great efFeft on fir-Charles, 
by the change it occafioned in his coun- 
tenance ; — he afFefted, however, to take 
no notice of it, and^refuming his former 
boldnefs went on : * 

. Sir Charles Fairlove. ' You fee, ina- 

* dam, how it is ; — you are intirely ia 

* my power, and if I cannot have my 

* agreement, I will have my revenge, or 

* at leaft an equivalent for both.* 

Ifmena. ' What equivalent ! r- fay, — -• 
« tell me at once !* , 

■ . ^ 

Sir Charles Fairlovi. * You xm^ re; 

* deem your forfeit honour by a fufh^QJf 

* money.* . . , / ^ 

. If menu. * Name it then.* ^, . 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Let mq coa: 

* fider, madam, — a woman's honour,- as 

* times now are, and beauty rjyider^ icfelf 
.* fo cheap, will bare but a low pripe ^t the 

* market; bur as you are well4x)rn, —r 

* well accomplifli'd, — are extremely 
-* handfome,' and have more perfeftions, 

* both of mind and body, than mofl: of 

* your fex can boaft of, — I think five 

* hundred pounds is the leaft I can de- 

* mand.* 

■ ■ - .. .■■ -"" " ■. ^ 



Ifmtna. * You fliall have it, fir/ 

With this fhe ran haftily to a little^ 
cabinet that flood in the room, and having 
taken from thence what ftic wanted, 
turn'd again to the table, faying, 

Ifmena. * Thofe two Bank-bills, fir^ 
\ contain the fum you mention, — take- 
\ them, I befeech you, and eafc me of^om? 
*prefence.* , . 

Sir Charles Fairlcve. ^ I muft firft ex- 
? amine, madam, if they are genuine :— 
Vye3 they are rights — and now, me-* 

* thinks, 'tis pity to rob you of fo much 
V. money, — five hundred pounds will 

* purchafe five hundred pretty trinkets,f 

* and I cannot receive it without feeling 

* fome concern/ 

Ifmena. * Oh, fir Charles, you need 
' be under no concern on that fcore ; -— 
^ were it five times the fum, nay my 

* whole fortune, I would gladly give it ta 

* be rid for ever both of you and your 

* impudent demand.' ' . 

■• ^ , * 

- Sir Charles Fairlove. * Yet, in fpite of 

* all thi3 feverity, I ftiall willingly reftore 

* thefe bills on one condition.* 



\ 



Ifmtnu. • Srr , ! IhaH make no condii- 

* tions with you 5 — therefq^ be gone and 
•leave me. 

Sir Charles Fnitkw^ * Not tiD yotr 
« have heard me, macfam ; -^-^ the cdndi- 

* tion I would ftipulate is only this, — 

* that you wiH make a foleran promife 

* never to play again, except for tnere 

* divjerfidn, -with fome felcft friends who 
« you are certain will take no ungenercHis 
« advantage of you.* 

JJfmtfra. * There is Kttle occafion for 

* ii\t to bmd myfcjf by a promife to 

* avcrid 8 thing which I have already 

* proved fa mifchierous ; — the infuhs 
^ I have received from you will makp me 

* henceforth detdft the fegjit of cards, and 

* fly the fociety of all who /purfue that 

* dangerous amufcment** 

'Sir Chartes Fairiovt^ * It is enough; 
< — my ends are fully anfwered; and 
« thtis, on my knees let me rcftore your 
« bills, and with them a heart which long 

* has been devoted to you, and never' 

* harboured a wifli to your dishonour/ 

Never had I known grfeater anxiety for 
any thing not renting to myfelf, or my 

par- 
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particular friends, than i did for the iiliic 
of this converfation ; — I had been ex- 
tremely fcandalized at ibme part of fir 
Charles's bchavioiir ; yet, by many indi- 
cations, could not fet him down in my 
mind for the mercenary villain he afFeft- 
cd to be, and was now as much rejoiced 
to fee a Hkelihood of not having b^n de- 
ceived in my coi^edltires in his fafroor, a^ 
the reader will pr^axfy \st convlilced. 

Ifmen^y being too much amaM^ at 
dib fuddeh tinrn to tnidEriin^ immediate 
reply) he went on thii», — ititt kneel- 
ing : 

Sir Cbarm Fair Jove. *Oh, Ifrtieha^ 

• forgive the feeming brutality I have 
« been guilty of ; -— I counterfeited the 

• libertine, the villain, only to (hew yoo 

• there was a poflibility for you to have 

• met with fuch a one in reality ; and 

• aflum'd the moft odbus charaaer, in 
^ order to render ybur's more truly 

• adorable : -*- the tender paflion you in-' 

• fpir'd me with has made me kefep a 

• watchful eye over all your adtions ; — I 

• found you perfe<5t in every thing ex- 

• cept a too great readinefs to follow the 

• example of others in' the deftruftive love 

• of play ; — I know the dangers to which 

• your fex are expofed by it, and that . 
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^ there were many fnares fpread for your 

* innocence in particular ; by this mean& 

* even laft night fome there were in com- 
f pany who wanted but the fame opportu- 

* nity I had to behave as I have done, 
' though with far diflferent views. — Oh! 

* pardon, therefore, the only ftratagem I 

* could think of to clear your mind of a 
^propcnfity which might m time have 

* lujlied ali Its brightnefs.* 

- If men a. * Rife, fir Chiarles; — the* 
^ diverfity, I might fay, indeed, the per- 
5 plexity of iny thoughts hindcr'd me, 

* 'till now, from obferving the pofture 

* you were in •, — pray be feated, fir. — 
f If-1 may give credit to your words, I 
' am infinitely obliged to you for ihd 

* care you took of my reputation, when 

* you faw it fo totally neglected by my- 

* felf/ 

, Sir Charles Fairhve. * No, madam, 

* fay not fo •, — I dare beKeve you never 
.' have fail'd in a due regard for reputa- 
' tion, and am certain that the breath of 

* flander has never prefum'd to blaft it ; 
> and 1 could not mean to reproach you 

* for any thing that has been, but to 

* warn you agjiinft what might be ; — an 
;• immoderate inclination for gaming in 
:' your fex, I take to be the iame as an 

* imrao- 
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' immoderate inclination to drinking is 

* in ours, both are equally intoxicating 
' and deilruftive to right reafon ; they 
\ make the brain grow giddy, incapable 
' of reflection, or any 01 her purfuit thanr 

* the darling folly, and they run head- 
' long on, invelop'd in a mift of errors^ 
' where fortune, fame, and peace of mind 
' are fometimes irrecoverably loft.' 

Ifmena. * Oh, fir Charles, you have 
' open'd my eyes to fee that black abyfs 

* into which my inadvertency might one 
' day have plunged me.' 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * I know very well, 

* madam, that you wanted only to be re- 
^ minded of the danger to enable you to* 

* avoid it 5 — the manner in which I have 

* done fo may have, perhaps, appeared 

* too prefuming ; but I fear*d more 

* gentle methods might not have had th^ 
' effeft.' 



i/mefja. * Make no apologies, fir* 

* Charles, — I am now convinced you 

* meant nie well, and I tharik you for it/ 

Sir Charles Fairlove. ' If you accept 

* it as a proof of friendftiip, it may in^ 

* time engage you to believe that a finCeite 

* and tender' friendfliip in a perfon of 

* mf 
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* my fex to one of yours defervcs z foftc^- 
*. name, and call it love.' d 

Jfmena^r * We will not cavil about i 

* names, but muft acknowledge, fir 

* Charles,' by what raotiva foever you 

* have been aftuated, the benefit is mine.* 

Sir Charles Fatrlove. • How blefs^d 

* am I in this confeffion ! — ^But, eharm- 
' ing Ifmena, may I not be permitted to 

* wait on you fometimes, and have leave 
' to hope the fervices I fhall hereafter 

* pay you will not be reje&ed ?* 

, Ifmena. * I flatter myfelf with being 

* able to regulate my future ccmdtia to 

* as not to give you occafion to offer any 
^ of that frightful fort you hare done this 
^ morning *, and if I ihould relaple into 

* my former errors, could neither expeft 

* nor deferve « you ftiould take the fame 
^ trouble for my reformation j — there- 
« fore, I think, may fafely venture to 

* admit yoiar vilits. 

She fpc^e the£b words with fo obliging^ 
a fmile, that fir Charles could not forbear 
tftftifying the tranfpOPt he was in ^ im- 
printing feir^ral jpaflTionate kifles on one 
of }mt handle alter wh^b, looking on 

her 
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her with an equal mixture of tendernefs 
and refpedt, he faid, 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * Incomparable 

* Ifmena ! how impoflible is it for me to 

* exprefs either what you deferve, or what 

* I feel in a full fenfibiJity of your pcr- 

* fcdions ?' 

Ifmena. ' I defire you will not go 

* about to exprefs either the one or the 

* other ', — the only merit I can boaft of is 

* in being fo early convinced of my fault> 

* and that I am fo is wholly owing to your- 

* felf i — for I confefs to you, fir Charles, 

* that though it is but lately I have be- 
^ gun to like play at all, yet by con* 

* verfing with thofe who feem to have no 

* Ofther way of pafling their time, it grew 
« by very fwift degrees more pieafing to 

* me ; and I believe that it would, in time, 

* have become fo habitual to me, that"! 

* Ihould have expeded the hour of fitting 

* down to cards as naturally as that of fit- 
« ting down to dinner *, — but in the 

* mirror you have prefented to rtie, I 

* now fee that to indulge this amufeilient 
' to an exccfs, is not only a folly belpw 

* the dignity of a thinking mind, but atfb 

* a kind of Scylla or Caribdes, formed by 

* ourfelves in the ocean of life^ as if on 
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^ pUrpofc to wreck our fortunes, \iOVi^i^ 

* reputation, and every thing that is deaft 

Sir Cbarlfs Fairlove. « Oh, madamf— 
' every word you fpeak on this occafion 

* thrilk me to the very foul ; - — I am 

* charmed, •— I am^ raviftiM to find in a 
^ perfon of your fex and years fuch folid 
■^ reafon, — fuch an amazing quicknefs of 

* apprehenfion.' 

Ifmena. * You are relapfing into the 

* panegyric ftrain j but I will hear no more 

* of it : — you muft give me leave to 
^ play the Monitor in my turn, — I 

* have been your convert, and you mull 

* now be mine •, — remember, fir Charles, 

* that to liften to the tongue of flattery is 

* no lefs pernicious than the folly yovi 

* have taught me to be a(ham*d of.* 

Sir Charles Fairlove. * I grant it is, 

* madam v but the juft praifes of a real 

* virtue cannot caufe a blufli either in the 
*^ face of the giver or the receiver.' 

Ifmena. * Well, I find you will have 

* the better of the argument, whether the 

* tenet you take upon you to maintain be 

* right or wrong ; — therefore to put an 

* end to it. What think you of a turn or 
« two in the Mall tliis morning ?' 

Sir 
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Sir Charles Fairiove. * Madam, lihall 
* be happy to attend you any M^hctcJ 

She then call'd for her capuchin, and 
iittJe mufF, which being , imniediately 
brought, fir Charles gave her his hand tq 
to lead her down ftairs, and I retired to 
my apartment. 

I had met with nothing a great while 
that gave me a more fenfible fatisfadlion 
than to find a lady fuch as Ifmena, in all 
the pride of blooming youth, beautiful; 
gay, and furrounded with a crowd of 
flatterers, bear with fo much chearfulnefs 
the conviftion of her error, and teftify fo 
iH)uch gratitude to the perfon to whom 
sflie was indebted for her reformation. 

The rough method he had taken for 
jhis purpofe, was fo far from raifing any 
refentment in her, after once knowing the 
motive, that Ihe look'd upon him as her 
beft friend, efteem*d and loved him for 
it 'y — confcious that it required no lefs 
than fuch a proceeding to roufe her from 
that thoughtlefsnefs which alone had 
inade her fall into an error, the danger- of 
which fhe might otherwife have too lat^ 
perceiyed* 

i 
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I thought that I difcovered fomcthing 
in thcfe two accompli(h*d perfons, that 
fecmM to me as if Heaven had formM and 
ordain'd them for each other,.-ana I foon 
found that I had not been mifeken;-*-they 
are now married with the higheft approba- 
tion of all the friends and kindred on bpth 
fides i and in the opinion of as many as 
have the pleafure of their acquaintance, 
bid fair to be one of the mod happy pairs 
that ever entcr'd into Hymen's bands. 
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^e Author has heeninjome debate mth- 
in bimfelfj whether he Jhould infer t 
fir noty as he is confcious it will be 
little relijh'd by thefaJhionabkgenUd 
part of his readers } — and what is 
Jlill worfe^ can afford neither much 
entertainment y nor much improvement 
to the others. 

THE»RE is fbmething very unac- 
countable in an over-curious dilpo* 
fitton ; — - it makes us eager, impatient, 
anxious, indefatigable, in prying into 
filings which . promife us not the lead 

pleafure 
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jRjre in the difcovcry of when kapwn ; — . 
a reader who has not this propenfitjr in 
his nature, will doubtlefs think, by what 
I faid of lady Allmode in the fifth Chap- 
ter of itbis Bode, that I had already feen 
enough of her behaviour no keep me 
from beitog defirbtis of feeing more j^but 
this is judging according to the rules of 
•right reafon ; whereais a pcrfon who neg- 
leds his own affairs, to find. out the fe- 
crets of others with whom he has no con- 
oern, cannot be (bppofed to have any. 

Bi*i! as every one is willing to find fome 
edccufe or other, even for the fiUieft: things 
be. can be guilty of; and according to the 
vulgar phrafe, put pillows under his el- 
bov/s ; fo I thought that in being a fpec- 
tatdr . of lady Alimpde's conduft in her 
own; family, and the manner in which fljQ 
tcain'd up her daughter, fomething might 
prefent itfelf to me that would more than 
compcnfate for the time I fliould expead 
'b\going to her houfe. 

j^ 

How far the public may be of my 
opinion in this point mruft be left to thiQ 
diet^eitnination of hereafter; for the hu- 
mour ^ the pTcfent age is fo fluftuar 
tiBg and: uncertain, that it is an utter im* 
pojEbiJitly to forefce either what will pleafe 
or wliac ofiend, --^ as a poet of many 
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centuries ago exprcffes himfelf 
rallel occafion : 



._-^< Inconftant ftill and 

.* There's no to-morrow in ui 

* day ; 

^ This hour we are cloudy, li 

* fevere -, 

* The next, with madding n 

* fturb the air.* 

But all this is foreign to the purj 
therefore impertineht ; -r- it is ei 
fay that I went, withotJt-i^pej 
i motive that induced me to it ; - 
therefore add no more, but pi 
the fuccefs of my vilit, 

I gain'd an eafy accefs, the d 

pening to be open juft as I r^acl 

let out a footman in a gay liv( 

had come to deliver fome meffa 

.was a good deal bewilder'd on 

trance, as I had never been in t 

i)efore, and was intircly unac 

vwith the fituation of any of the 

— I judged, however, that as 

•morning, her ladylhip would pre 

4bove ftairs; — on my cominj 

-lop of the ftair-cafe I was as m 

Jols as before ; ? — I perceived tl 

^veral. rooms^ but the doors of 
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were (hut, artd I durft not touch the lock 
of any one of them for fear I Ihould be 
heard by thofc who might chance to be 
within. 

The meafure of time is always doubled 
when we wait for' an event with impa* 
tience ; — I remained not long, however, 
ii> this dilemma, — a fervant came run- 
ning hallily up the back flairs at the 
farther end of the gallery, with fome 
drinking glaffes on a filver waiter in hiy 
hand, — I followM him into a room 
where a woman, who hy her appearance 
I guefs'd was her ladylhip's Abigail, re- 
ceived from him what he had brought, and 
carried it into an inner-chamber, the door 
of which fhe fhut after her, but not fo 
fuddenly as to prevent my entering with 
her. 

Here I found lady AUmode ; but had 

\ (he appeared to me in any other place, 

\ (hould never have known her for the 

fame I had feeri at lady Playfcild's route, 

- — fo vaft a difference is it in the power of 

art fometimes to make. 

At the time of my coming in (he was 
under the operation of having her eye- 
brows fhaped with a fmall p^ir of pincers, 
by one of thofe perfons who go by tfiQname 

Vol III. F cf 
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of Tyre-women 5 but, in my opi 
ought rather to be caird face-mei 
fince their bufinefs is not fo much t 
nament the head as to reftify the d 
of the features : — the important 
being over, lady Allmode turn'd 
magnifier that flood upon her toyl< 
fee if all was right, and having 1< 
into it, cried out haftily : 

Lady Allmode. * Oh, mrs. Prin 

* fure your eyes are in eclipfe to da 

* you have left no lefs than three e: 

* rant hairs on my right brow, 2 

* think arch'd it fomewhat higher 

< the other.* 

Mrs. Trim. * I beg a thoufand pa 

< of your ladyfliip, but I will pre 

* remedy that error.' 

Lady Allmode. * Do fo.* 

On this the artift employed her 
inftrument for a fecond eflay, — 
which lady Allmode looked in the 
again and faid, 

Lady Allmode. * It is very well 
« —but I look wretchedly to da 

* and it is no wonder ; — What d 

* think, mrs. Prim, — that carelei 
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^ there put me to bed laft night without 
' my Sperma-Ccti maflc/ 

Mrs. Prim. * That was a great omif- 

* lion, indeed, madam •, — but your lady- 

* Ihip muft forgive it, mrs. Pinup does 
^ not ufe to negleft thefe things.* 

Pinup. * I am very forry for it, mrs*' 

* Prim •, — but it was fo late when her 

* ladyfhip went to bed j — and her lady^ 

* Slip w^ fo fleepy/ 



Lady AHmade. ^ And your foolfliip 

* was fo ikepy too, I foppofe. — But 
\ that is not all, mrs. Prim; — the crea- 

* tur« threw it into fome corner or other 

* where Veni got at it, and this morning 

* it was found half devoured.' 

Pinup. * Your ladyfhip knows I have 

* almoft cried my eyes out about it, — 

* and that I ofFer*d to befpeak another, 

* and pay for it out of my own pocket.* 

Lady Altmode. •= Pay for it, ideot. — 

* But tell me, creature, what attonement 
' can'ft- thou ever make for thefe depreda- 

* tions on my countenance ? — Here I 

* fliall lofe a whole day i for 'tis impcf- 

* fible I can think of appearing in public ; 

* and do'ft thou confider, wench, that a 

Fa ^ ^'^c^ 
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* day wafted in private is an age in the 

* life of a woman of quality ?' 

Mrs. Trim. ' 'Tis very true, madam ; 

* - — but I dare anfwer for mrs. Pinup, 
*. that fhe will never be guilty of the like 
' fault again j therefore I beg your lady- 

* Ihip will forgive her/ 

Lady Allmdde. ^ Yes, yes, — I have 

* forgiven her, — and I do forgive her ; 
' but ftie muft expe£t to be told of it 

* fometimes : — if fhe had Jived with 

* fome ladies they would have turned her 

* out of doors that inftant 5 — mats tou- 
^ jours les douceurs du coeur lay an em- 

* bargo on my indignation/ 

Tinup. • Your ladyfhip is all good* 
I nefs.' 

Mrs. Prim. ^ There are few fuch 
.^ ladies.' 

Pinup. * No, indeed ; — and I could 

* tear myfelf to pieces for having, thro' 
^ negligence, offended fo fweet a lady/ 

Lady Allmode. * Well, well, — fay no 
^ more about it ; — I am forry I ftruck 
^ you in the heat of my refentment -, -^ 
> but t^kethe Drefden fuit I had on yefter- 

' day, 



\ 
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• day, and Jet me fee you kl iton Sun- 

* day.' 



1 mujr^ i-innntiiyTiianlc your lady- 

Lady Jllmode, ' Say no more of it. 

* — Oh, mon Dieu ! I begin to feel the 
' efFefts of my difconcertion ; — every 
' membrane throughout my whole frame 

* has a pulfation in it ; — give me fome- 
' thing to take this- ififtant, or I fhall 

* faint.' 

Pinup. * * I have it ready, madam. — 
1 1 fuppofc your lady (hip chufes brandy ?• 

Lady Jllmode. * Aye; — I think brandy 

* is the beft compofure of the animal fa- 
' culties': — a little more ; — ftill nearer 

* to the top of the glafs ; -*- hold, 'tis 

* very well, I do not love k running 

* over. — Now fill for mrs. Prim. — 
' Pray drink, mrs. Prim, — ^ 'tis. right 

* Coniac, I afllire you.' 

Mrs. Prim. * I know your ladyftii^ 

* has the beft of every thing : • — your 

* ladylhip's good health. 

Lady Jllmode. * I thank you, mrs. 

* Prim. — But as to the Sperma-Ceti 

F 3 ^ ic^^^^ 
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* maflc, is it not pdflible:for y6u to get 

* one ready for me before I fleep, — cllc 
« Xijy face will be a perfeft^utmeg-grater 

A/rr. Prim. * Oh, your ladyfliip need 

* be und^ no apprehenfions on that 

* fcore, — I always keep feveral of thefc 

* commodities prepared, — they want 

* only fprinkling with a little Orange- 

* flower water, to take off the fcent ; — 

* 1 will fend your ladylhip one this after- 

* noon. — But is not your ladylhip out 

* of Pearl-powder, you had but one 

* ounce laft week V 
« 

lady /Jllm-de. ' No, nor I do not 
^ tliii.k of having any more, — it leaves 

* a certain roughnefs on the fkin which is 

* difagreeable -, — 1 will ufe nothing but 

* Italian pots for the future ; — the pafte 

* incorporates itfeif, as it were, with thfe 
^ flcQi, and gives a kind of fattiny de* 

* licacy to it ; — let me have two pots.* 

Mrs. Prim, * Yes^ madam. — Has 

* your ladylhip any farther commands ?* 

Lady Allmode. * Yes, you may fend 

* mfe a box of red for my cheeks ; — but 

* do not Jet it be quite fo high-colour'd 

* as the laft/ 

Mrs. 
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« 

Mrs. Prim. * I fliall take care to mix 
' it fo as to pleafe your ladylhip.* 

In fpeaking this fhe was preparing to 
make her exit with abundance of low 
curtfies ; . but lady AUmode would not 
fiiffer her to depart without takipg another 
dram. 

Lady AUmode. * Stay, mrs. Prim,' — 

^ I muft give you a tafte of fome of my 

, ^ Italian cordial§ ; — I had a frefli chell 

* came in yefterday, with twelve bottles 
' all of different forts ; — Will you have 

, * the Rofafoli, La Bergamotta, La Flo- 
' retta, or La Citroni ?* 

Mrs. Prim. * Alack, madam, thcfe 

* rich things come fo feldom in my way 
t ' that I am no judge of them •, — but 
I ' fince your lady (hip is fo good, I ihall 

* take a little of any one of them.* 

I Lady AUmode. « Fetch La Floretta, 
' Pinup. — You muft know, mrs. Prim, 

* that this is a quinteffence cxtrafted 
' froni the moft fragrant flowers the gar- 

* den of the world affords.* 
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Afrs. Prim. * *Tis extremely fine, in- 
Vdeed, madam ; — I never tafted any 

* thing like it.* 

The good woman was fo charm'd with 
the flavour of this exotic liquor, that to 
prolong it as much as fhe could, flie 
iipp'd 4t like a hot dilh of Tea ; — lady 
A 11 mode perceiving her fo delighted, 
might probably have been induced to 
give her another glafs, if word had not 
been brought that mr Ruben the Jew 
was come to wait upon her ladyfhip, on 
which the bottles and glaffes were hurry 'd 
away 3k and mrs. Prim took her leave. 

The Jew was prefently introduced, j 
and received by lady Allmode with the 
utmcft courtefy and affability, and after 
making him be feated fhe faid to him : 

Lady Mlmode. * You are a great ftran- 

< ger, mr. Ruben-, — I have not feen 

* you this long rime, and was quite im- 

• patient to congratulate you,'^ and the 

< whole Hebrew nition, on the late ad 

♦ pafs'd in your favour.* 

Ruhen. * Me do moft humly dank 
« your ladyfhip ; — we did, indeed, obtain 

♦ it wid mufh greater facility dan we ex- 
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« peftcd, in fpite of all dc fine promife 

* had been a long time ago/ 

hady Allmode. • I aflure you, mr; 

* Ruben, that I was perfeftly tranfported 

* when I found the bill had pafs'd both 

* houfes. • — I dare fay his Grace was 

* very ferviceable to you on this occa- 

* fion/ 

Ruben. • Yes, madam, we are mufh 

* obliged to his Grace, as well as to an 

* honourable gentleman in de lower houfe •, 
f but our acknowledgments are chiefly to 

* de good Lx)rd B ps/ 

Lady Allmode. * True, mr. Ruben ; 

* for if they had made any oppofition to , 

* it, or, at leaft, any worth mentioning, 

* the rabble would prefently have taken 

* it Jnto their heads that their religion 

* was in danger, and made as great a 
*^ clamour againft Juadifm as in a former 

* reign they did againft Popery.* 

Ruben^ ' We do not care what defe 

* Skellams tink •, — if dey offer to affrant 

* us, we fall know how to be revenged : 

* — we have de fame law, de fame pri- 

* veledge, as demfelves/ 

F 5 Ladj 
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Lady Allmode. * The vulgar are not 

* to be re garded ; — they are no more 

* than moving clods of earth ; — but 

* you muft own, mr. Ruben, that for the 

* honour of the Englilh nation, the no- 

* bility and gentry, thofe of tafte I mean, 

* are intirely on your fide.* 

Rubfh, * Someof dem have been our 

* good friends indeed ; and it is vary true 

* that we have received more favours 

* from de Englifli dan from any nation in 

* de world : — in all de Popilh countries, 

* and,^ indeed^ in moft of de Proteftants 

* one too, ve have been driven from deir 

* cities, and fcatter'd like chaff before de 

* vind, — treated as vagrants, and made 
« to vear upon our heads or on our coats, 

* fome badge or oder of infamy and con- 

* tempt ; but by dis hofpitable aft of de, 

* Legiflature, ve fall be gathered together 
' like fheep into one fold, and hava de 

* liberty to fettle and multiply in dis 

* land of plenty.' 

Ladf AUmode. * I hope, mr. Ruben, 
« it will prove a fecond Canaan to you. 

* — But pray what new curiofitics docs 

* your warehoufe afford .•^* 

tiuba 
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Rulfe^. < It was dat I did come to 

* tell your lady (hip j — me have de fine 
German work for de head-dreFs, de 

* ruffle* and de tippit for de ladies, far 

* exceeding de Drefden ; — me have de 

* curious littel piftures for de clofet, from 

* Italy, and handkei'chiefs dat will not 

* lofe deir fcent with vafhing ; — de^, me 

* have fome pieces of rich embr*iery 

* from Lyons, and gloves from Mar- 

* fcilles ; — fnufF of de right Batavian 

* manufadture ; — Japonees under pctti- 

* coates,— and oder tings, juft imported 

* from all parts of de world.* 

Lady Alhnode. * Well, — you Jews 

* are certainly the moft charniing people 

* upon earth, — you deal in every thing, 
*' — \^%o can deny that you are ufeful 
*• members of a common-wealth? — I 

* will come in a day or two to your 

* warehoufe, and rid you of fome part of 
' your cargo.^ 

Ruben. * Me fall be proud to fee your 

* ladyfhip ; — but me muft now take miy 
*. leave, — • me am obliged to wait on lady 
' Fantafye, — fhe did fend to fpeak vid 

* me dis morning/ 

F 6 Itulek. 
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Lady Allmode. « Oh, then I will I 

* detain you -, I know her ladyfliip^W- 

* good cuftomer.* 

Rub^n. < Pretty well, madam -, -^^ 

* fhe pay me, tho' me do no body elfc.-— : 

* Your ladyfhip's moft obedient fervant.*^ 

Lady Allmode. * Your*s, mr. Ruben.— 
« Pinup, wait on nir* Ruben down ftairs.' 

The entertainment I had hitherto met 
with at this lady's had feem'd fo infipid to 
me, that I was in the mind to quit her 
apartment when mr. Ruben did, and ao- 
Gordingly followed him and Pinup out of 
the room ; — but the girl had no fooner 
Ihut the chamber door behind her than 
the goatifh Jew turn'd upon her, and be- 
fore ftie was aware, catch*d h€r in his 
arms and half fmotherM her with kifles; 
— flie ftrujigled with all her might, -anc 
having broke from him, rubb'd her moutt 
with her apron, — fpit and cry'd. 

Pinup. * I wonder at your impudence 

* mr. Ruben^ — do you think I would b 

* puU'd and haul'd about by a Jew V 

Ruben. * Huflr, — don't be fo angry 

* mrs. Finup, — I will give you one pretc 
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Finup. * Hang your pretty things, 

* and yourfelftoo, — get down flairs, or 

* I will call to feme body to Ihew you out ; 

* — the Devil fhall wait on you for 



The Jew faid no more, but ran fo 
haftily down flairs, that as Pinup was be- 
tween us, and the paflage we were in 
very narrow, it was impoflible for me to 
flip by, without being fcit eithei by the 
one or the other. 

Pinup was returning to her lady's 
chamber, but met her jufl coming out in 
order to pafs into another room, on 
feeing her Ihe faid to her : 

Lady Jllmode. * I think this girl takes 
* a long time in drefling, — go and fee 
' if Ihe is ready, and bid her come to 
' me/ 

Finding pow that there was fome pro- 
bability of my feeing the young lady, 
which had been, indeed, the chief motive 
of my going thither, I attended lady 
Allmode where fhe went, and placed 
myfelf in one corner of the room •, where 
I did not wait above three or four 
minutes before Pinup> w\u) W^ %oxv!t vkv- 
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mediately on her errand, return'd leading 
mils AUmode. 

She feemed to be about thirteen or 
fourteen years of age -, — her face was 
extremely pretty, and I believe nature 
had given her a (hape no lefs excellent, 
if it had not been deformed by her tay- 
lor and mantua- maker •, — I need not de- 
fcribe in what manner, fmce it is enough 
to fay, that every thing about her was in 
the extremity of the prefent faihion. 

On her approach lady Allmode took 
her by the arm, — * turned her round 
feveral times, and examined her whole 
drefe from head to foot ; — after which> 
looking very well pleafed, fhe faid : 

hady Allmode. * Ay, mifs, now you 

* look like what you are ; — I proteft, I 

* fcarce knew you for my own child, in 

* the obfolete condition you came from 

* the country. — Are you not highly 

* delighted with yourfelf ?* • 

lAtfi Allmode. * No, indeed, madam, 

* — I think that fmce *tis the fafhion to 
have one's cloaths made in this manner, 

* xhere ought to be as many chimnies in 
\ a room as there are chairs.' 



i 



I 



c 



^e Invijible Spy. i j ^ 

Lady Ailmode. • Sure, mifs, you are 

* not cold?* 

Mifs Mmode. * It. would be very ' 

* ftrange, madam, if I were not, when my 

* ftays are fo contrived that the air comes 
' down to the very bottom of my back, 

* and below the pit of my ftomach, and 

* my petticoats fo fliort that I am every 
' minute fancying I have tuck'd them 

* up in order to have my legs and feet 

* wafliM ; — then as to my ears, I do de- 

* clare I feel the wind blow from the one 

* to the other, and pierces into my very 
Vbrain.* 

Lady Jllmode. * Oh fye, mifs ; — 

* this being in the country has fpoiled 

* you : — whatever is the fafliion is never 

* either too cold or too hot.* 

Mifs Alltnade. I muft beg your lady- 

* fhip*s pardon ; for I am certain this 

* fafhion is a great deal too much of 

* both ; — the tightnefs of my (leeves, 

* the load of flounces at my elbows, and 

* the huge femi-circles, as heavy as pan- 

* niers, hanging on each hip, make 
•..fome parts of me fweat while all the 

* reft are freezing/ 
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Lady Allmode. * On hideous [—fright- 1 

* ful ! — fweat ! — what a word is there 

* from the mouth of a fine young lady! 
« — Whenever you have any occafion to 

* complain of too much warmth, you 

* ftiould always fay — I perfpire : —but 1 
« am furprifed you ihould not be charm'd 

* with fo becoming a drefs/ 

Mifs Allmode. * I feel uneafy, and 
« quite uncomfortable, madam/ 

Lady Allmode. * A little ufe will re- 

* concile you to it. — Without vanity, 

* mifs, you are exceeding handfome •, — 

* and now I have made you fit to appear 

* in public, the praifes that will be given 
« you, and the fine things faid on your 
« beauty, will raife fuch a gaiety du 

* coeur^ as will make you forget all that 

* you call uncomfortable.* 

' Mifs /lllmode. * I fhould be glad, ma- 
« dam, if any thing would do that.* 

Lady Allmode. * You muft learn to 

* know yourfelf, mifs; — look in the 
« glafs ; — you have fine eyes, — a very 
« lovely mouth, — a weU-turn*d face, — 

* a delicate complexion, good hair : -^ 

* in fine, you are a complete beauty ; — • 
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* but what is beauty without the poflcflbr 
♦* underftands how to manage it to advan- 

* tage ; — a milk-maid may be a beauty, 

* and no one take any notice of her ; — 

' you muft praftice the art of difplaying. 

* every charm, and rendering yourfelf 

* confpicuous.' 

Mifs Allmode. * Indeed, madam, I am 
' quite ignorant of thefe things.' 

Lady Allmode. ' I perceive you are, mifs-/ 
' — but that is not your fault \ — my for- 

* mal aunt has never given you any in- 

* ftrudligns in this point, I fuppofe ; — a 

* few leflbns, however, will foon put you 

* in the way to make the moft of what na- 

* ture has beftow*d upon you :— In the firft 
\ place, mifs*. you muft be fure to thruft 

* out your chin as far as you are able ; — 

* when you come into a room always let 

* your chin be the firft thing feen of you, 

* — as it were the harbinger of the reft 

* of your perfon. — Secondly^ you muft 

* never keep your two hands together, 

* in that ftifF country manner you now 

* do, for above the fpace of a moment ; 

* but throw fometimes the one and fome- 

* times the other carelefsly back, and 

* lean it on your hip ; bot when you are 

* fpeaking, be fure to employ both in 
*^eftures that may jnforce aiX.ti^\OTv \<:v 
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« what you fay. — Then, as for 

* eyes, mifs, — you muft always 

* them broad open, and be fure to 

* the laft look of every one that take 

* tice of you.* 



Mifi Allmcde. * Docs your lad; 
* mean the men as well as the womi 



€ 



Lady Allmode. * Undoubtedly, - 
men to choofe ; — a polite wo 
and, who is fafhionably genteel, is \ 
afham'd pf any thing (he cither fe 
hears.* 



Her lady (hip was going on with 
farther diredions concerning the mai 
ment of the eyes, when fhe was i 
rupted by a footman, who came t 
quaint her that a pdrfon who call'd 
felf monfieur Lc Petit Soke had brc 
her ladyfhip a dozen pair of Fi 
fhoes, — on which fhe cry*d out in a 
of tranfport : 

Lady Allmode: * Oh bring him 

* bring him up this minute ! — 1 

* been involved in the utmoft dif 

* — I have had nothing but odious 

* li(h (hoes upon my feet for a i 

* week paft.* 
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As I was now heartily weary of my 
filiation, and had no curiofity to fee 
^iinei^ moimcui i..r — lUtit Soke or his 
French fhoes, I took the opportunity-of 
the door being open, and left this fcene 
of folly and affeftation, regretting the 
time I had thrown away in being there. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Wherein the wonderful power of beauty^ 
when accompanfd with virtue^ is 
difplafd, in a very remarkable^ as 
well as affeSiing occurrence. 

VANITY, tho* placed rather among 
the number of the follies than the 
vices of human nature, is yet fometimes 
produdlive of the very word we can be 
guilty of-, and the leaft mifchief it does, 
when indulged to an excefs, is to render 
the perfon poflefs'd of it obftinate, proud, 
impatient of contradiftion, d^af to re- 
proof, full of imaginary merit, and apt 
to defpife what is truly fo in another. 

This weaknefs, to give it no worfe a 

name, is generally afcribed to the fofter 

fcx, who being from their very childhood 

accuftom'd to flattery and praife, are too 

» ready 
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ready to believe they are in reality tj^^ 
angels and goddeffes that they are toXy 
they are tbut in mr -r^--*^' " " "^'^ w 
great injbftice to the ladies to fay thef / 
are the only culpable, fince we often findf 
men who, without having the fame ex- 
cufe, are no kfs liable to fall into tbt j 
fame error. 

Mutantius is one of the moft lovely, 
moft graceful, and moft accomplifli'd j 
gentlemen of the prefent age ; — he has 
learning, wit, honour, generofity, and 
good-nature : — in fine, — he is, both \ 
in perfon and mind, fuch as might give 
him a juft title to univerfal admiration, j 
were he but a little lefs confcious of de- 
ferving it, or did not fet too high a value 
upon it. ' 

To render his fine qualities yet more 
confpicuous, he had the advantages of 
being defcended from a very ancient fa- 
mily, is in poflrefiion of an ample for- 
tune both in land and money ; — he had 
not long been arrived at what is commonly 
called the age of maturity, before feveral 
confiderable matches were propofed to 
him ; — all the men of his acquaintance, 
who had fifters or daughters to be difpofed 
of, courted his alliance : — whenever he 
appeared, the ladies put on their beft looks 

to 
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to engage him ; and not a few there were, . 
who could not help betraying by their 
eyes the fecret languifhment of their 
hearts. 

Having his choice of fo many, was 
probably the caufe that for a long time 
hindered him from attaching himfelf to 
any particular objeft 5 — he wa» polite 
and gallant to all, but made a ferious ad- 
drefs to none •, be would pay his morn- 
ing devoirs to one, walk in the Mall 
with another, perhaps dine with a third, 
drink tea with a fourth, attend a fifth to 
the play, or fome other public entertain- 
ment : — in a word, he divided his re- 
fpefts fo equally to each, that no one of 
. the fair rivals had much reafon either to 
exult on the power of her own charms, or 
dread thofc of her competitors. 

The little deity of foft defires would 
not, however, fuffer a man fo form'd for 
love to remain always aniiong the number 
of the infenfiblcs 5 — every glance fhot 
from Ariftella*s eyes was a dart that 
reached his very foul 5 — ^ all the different 
graces he had feen in other beauties feem'd 
now to him to be fummM up in her, and 
the paffion Ihc had infpir'd him with, 
made him think her, as the fong fays, 

'Faireft 
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* Faireft where thoufands are fair.* 



1 



Ariftella was, indeed, very lovely, and i 
had been well educated ; but her father, ; 
by gaming and other extravagancies, had 
reduced his eftate to fo low gn ebb, that 
when divided between four daughters, 
which he left behind him at his deceafe, 
the income was fcvce fufBcient to buy 
th*em cloaths according to their birth 5 — 
two of them, however, were married to 
tradefmen of good repute in the city, and 
a third to a gentleman of a fmall eftate 
in the-country ; — Ariftella, who was the 
youngeft, and the only one unprovided 
for, lived fometimes with one and fome- 
times with another of her fifters, and by 
this means, having few expences befides 
her drefs,.was enabled to appear in, as"^ 
genteel a manner as any woman of a 
moderate fortune could do. 

It was at the houfe of one of her 
brother-in-law's, who was a linnen-draper, 
and ferved Mutantius with Hollands and 
Cambricks, that fhe firft beheld -him 5 — 
happening to call there when the mafter 
of the fliop was abroad, he was defired to 
walk into the parlour till hi^ return -, — 
Ariftella was at work with her fifter when 
he came in 5 but the latter knowing he was 

a good 
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i good cuftomer, threw afide what (he was 
?bout and received him with a great deal 
of politenefs ; — her hufband not coming 
home fp foon as he was expefted, fhe 
made tea, and afterwards ordered wine to 
be brought. 

Mutantius readily accepted the little 
regale ftie prefcnted to him, ^s it gave 
him the opportunity of feafting his eyes 
on the gharms of her fair filler : — on 
their entering into converfation the tongue 
of Ariftella loft her nothing of what her 
eyes had gained ; and a3 her beauty had 
in an inftant captivated his heart, ^fo her 
wit rivetted the chain, and made the con- 
queft fure. 

The tradefman at laft returning, Mu- 
tantius, after having agreed for fome 
things he wailted in the (hop, and order'd 
them to be fent hpme, took an unwil- 
ling leave -, but carry*d with him an idea 
which had afterwards more influence over 
his mind and actions than he at firft ima<^ 
gined. 

Love in its beginnings, plays wanton-- 
ly about the heart, tickling it with flat- 
tering images -, but having once got full 
polTefTion thei'e, rules with tyrannic fway, 
and bears down all before it : •— Mutan- 
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tius indulged the pleafing contemplation 
of Ariftella's beauty 'till he was no longer 
able to live without feeing her, and for 
this purpofe went again to the linnen- 
draper*s, pretending there were fome 
things he had forgot to befpeak when he 
was there before. 

After having bought thofe things which 
the feeming want of had given him an ex- 
cufe for going thither fo fooh again, and 
fome previous difcourfe on ordinary mat- 
ters, he told the draper that he Should be 
glad to have his wife's advice concerning 
the trimming of fome fhirts which were 
then making for him \ — to this the other 
reply'd, that his wife would think herfelf 
honoured in doing him any fervice v but 
th^t fhe was at that time unfortunately 
ablpad. 

]\iutantius was not forry to hear (he 
was oV<^f tbe^way, and refum*d briflcly, 
— « Well-then, I think it will be equal 

* to me if th^-young lady who was with 
« her when I had the pleafure of drink- 

* ing tea here, will do me that favour; — 

* fhe feemM, I thought, to have good- 
« nature enough to grant fuch a requeft/ 

• You mean- my fifter, fir, cryM the 

* draper/ — I think your wife call'd hei 

y fo, 
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^'fo, anlwcred Mutantius. — • Yes, fir, — 

i * rejoined the former ; but (he is gone 

' down to Kent this morning/ — * I thought 

* fhc had lived with you,* laid Mutantius. 
^ * — * Not conftantly, fir/ reply *d he •» 
j * but ftie has left us now fooner than flie 
I* would have done, on account of her 

* fitter's lying-in.* 

It was eafy for a man of fo much wit, 
[and of fo much defign as Mutantius 
now had in his head, to get from the 
honeft unfufpefting draper all he wanted 
to be inform*d of in relation to the 
circumftances of Ariftella. 

As the inclinations of this gentleman. 
Vehemently amorous as they were, had 
not at prefent the leaft tendency to mar- 
riage with the young beauty, concerning 
whofe affairs he Had been fo inquilitive, 
iie was far from being mortified on hearing 
Ae had no fortune, and was iji a manner 
dependant on her kindred ; nor thought it 
Icls conducive to the intereft of his paffion 
^at (he was removed into the country, 
Vrhere he imagined he might find a more 

f'^ify method of winning her to his defires, 
han he could have done in town, under 
he eye of a fitter, who, by the little \\c 
iud feen of her, he peraeived to be a wo- 
anan of great difcretion. 
^ Vol. IU. G ITc 
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He loft no time, but the very next day, 
Attended by one fervanr, who he knew to 
be an adroit fellow, polled down to Can- 
terbury, within a quarter of a mile of 
which city was the houfe where Ariftella 
at prefent refidcd. 

Having no acquaintance in that part of 
the coimtry, he took up his lodging in one 
of the beftlnns, where pretending that it 
was mere curiofity to fee that ancient city, 
and the fine tcmbs in the Cathedral, that 
•had brought him thither, feveral of the 
neighbouring gentry, as well as townfmen, 
afTured him they fhould be proud of the 
honour of accompanying him to all thofe 
places which moft deferved the attention of 
a traveller. 

Among the number of thefe hofpitable 
perfons, was the brother-in-law of Ari- 
ftella : — - it is eafy to fuppofe that Mm- 
tantius made ufe of all the arts he was 
mafter of to infinuate himfelf into the 
good graces of a perfon whofe acquaint- 
ance was fo neceffary to his defign ; and 
indeed, had not this accident happened, 
there feemed little probability of his 
accompliftiing them ; for Ariftella keptfo 
clofe in the houfe with her fifter, that the' 
be had been four days at Canterbury, and 

. i taken 
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taken all imaginable pains to get a glimpfe 
of her, he never yet had been fo happy. 

Mutantiiis had fonriething in. him no 
icfs engaging to the men than enchanting 
to the womea-, —he knows how-to fu it 
himfelf to the humour of every one he 
converfes with •, — it was therefore not 
difficult for him to cultivate a friendfhip 
with a plain country gentleman, who^ free 
from all guile, was equally free from all 
diftruft. ' 

Beechly, for fo he was call'd, Iiad no 
other fault than loving his bottle a little 
too well, which Mutantius perceiving, 
fell in with this foible, and thereby gained 
his whole heart, — as I rememb: r to have 
read in a very old treatife, entitled5 
De Arte Mundi : 

* Who would the favour of a patron 

* win, ' , 

' With flattering his vices niuft%egin/ 

Or, as another Author of. a more- mo<- 
dern date tells us : •' • 

* Whate'er we do, we would have 

* others da ; 

* Proud to be teachers and examples 



' too.* 
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But I beg pardon of my reader for de* 
taining his attention with ufelcfs quota- 
tions to prove what every one is fufficient- 
ly convinced of within himfelf •, and Ihall 
now proceed with the thread of my nar- 
rative. 

Thefe two gentlemen were drinking to- 
gether very late, — Mutantius had ply*d 
the other fo faft with glaffes, that he be- 
came more than ordinarily intoxicated j 

— our lover obliged him to fufFer himfelf 
to be attended home by his footman, and 
the next morning fent a polite meffage tq 
enquire of his health -, — Beechly took 
this fo kindly, that he came immediately 
after to the lodgings of Mutantius, to 
ihew that he was well, and to delire he 
would do him the honour of dining with 
him that day. 

My wife, faid he, is in the flraw ; biit 
ihe has a fifter who is at prefent with us, 

— a good fmart well-behaved girl, and 
will receive you in the beft manner flic is 
able. 

if is not to be doubted but that the 
heart of Mutantius fluttered with the moft 
rapturoujs fenfatjionj^ on hearing himfelf 
invited to come to a place where he was 

iure 
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fure of enjoying the company of that fair 
creature he fo much languilh'd to behold, 
and had taken fo much pains to purfue. 

It is needlefs to fay that he readily ac- 
cepted fo obliging a fummons, nor that 
he rather anticipated than prolong*d the 
appointed hour of complying with it ; — 
he was met by Beechly at the gate with 
all imaginable demonftrations of a fincere 
welcome^ and condufted into the parlour, 
where Ariftella, who Toon after encer'd, 
was prcfcnted to him. 

Whatever eniotions Mutantius might 
feel in approaching to falute her, they 
were yet inferior to her's in the firft fur- 
prife of feeing him there"; — (he had heard 
her brother Beechly talk of a fine gentle- 
man lately come to Canterbury, and had 
that morning received orders from him 
to prepare a handfomc dinner for his en- 
tertainment ; but as {he had not heard 
him mention the name of this new friend, 
and had no curiofity to afk any thing 
concerning him, could little expeft he 
was the fame fhe had feen at her other 
fitter's in London. 

She had, it feems, from the firft 
interview with him, been poffefs*d of 
fentiments in his favour^ yi\v\c\v^ \^ xv^x. 
G 3 A^^ 
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altogether fo pafTionate as thofe (he m- 
f^ired him with, were yet no lefs fofc 
and tender ; but confcious of the vaft dif- 
pariry between their fortunes, fhe had en- 
deavourM to check the growth of an in- 
clination, which (lie thought could only 
be dcftruftive of her peace, and if ever 
difcover'd, render her ridiculous to the 
\yorld. 

But on this fecond, and unexpeded 
meeting him ag^in, the ftifled wilhes of 
lier fbnl burft out afrefli, — a fudden 
flow of joy rufh'd o*er her heart, which^ 
join'd to the furprife (He was in, fpread 
a Iwnd of wild, 'tho* agreeable confufion 
in her eye?, and voice, while flie made 
him thotc compliments which civility 
exafted from hereto a ftrangcr. 

Mutantius, to whofe penetrating eyes 
tihe change in her countenance was very 
vifible, lookM on it as a happy prefage 
of the fuccefs of his defign ; and the fe- 
aret pleafure this imagination gave him 
brightcn'd all _his air, and added new 
graces to every thing he faid or did, fo 
that poor Ariftella became, now quite loft 
in love and admiration. 

ThiS' day proved, . indeed, extremely 
fortunate to Mutantius \ — dinner was no 

fooaer 
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fooner over than Beecbly was call'd. out 
to a perfon who waited to fpeak with 
him on fome bufinefs in another roonri ;— ^ 
the lover took this opportunity of declaring 
his paflion to his miftrefs, and i-elating 
to her the pains he had taken to get a 
fight of her ; and the anfwers fhe made, 
tho* very modeft and difcreet, were fucli 
as gave him no reafon to defpair. 

Beechly returning broke off their con- 
verfation, — he took Mutantius to fhew 
him his gardens, which, the' not orna- 
mented v/ich llatues .nor any cxotix: cu- 
riofities, were very ple,ifant and large ; — 
Mutantius was lavifli in his praiies oi\^ 
every thing he faAV ; but above all, his 
fancy feem'd taken with a long grafs 
walk, and a cl<^fe arbour at the end of , 
itj — * If I had fuch a walk as this in 

* town, faid he, I fliould never trouble 
' the Mall, Vaux-Hall, nor Ranelagh.* 

# 

' Since you cannot carry this with 

* you, rcply'd Beechly, you fliall be 

* extremely welcome to make as much 

* ufe of it as you think fit while you ftay 

* in this part of the world.* 

Mutantius thank'd him 5 but faid he 
was an early rifer, and fhould chufe fuch 
a walk chiefly" for the fake of n\ed\lait\o^ 
G 4, "^ 
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in a morning, and that to come at (i 
hours might give too much trouble to 
ftrvants. 

* I can eafily remedy that diffici] 

* fince you make it one, anl'wer'd 

* other V there is a door that opens 

* hind the arbour into a little fieW wl 

* I keep a cow ; — I fcldom have o 

* fion to make ufe of the key,' and 

* at your fervice, — fo you may com 

* as early or as late as you pleafe, w 
' out difturbing any of my family, oi 
« ing difturbed by them/ 

The lover made a thoufand ackr 
ledgments to him for this favour, an< 
ccivcd the key, v;hich, in his mind 
loi.kM upon as a fure pafsport to all 
happinefs he wifh'd at prefent to enjc 

He went the very next morning, ta 
a book in his hand, to prevent fufp: 
in cafe he fhould be feen, tho* there 
no great danger of that, as Beechly 
but two maids and one man fervant, ' 
it might be fuppofed, had too much 
iinefs in a morning to ramble in th^ 
dens ; but he might reafonably hoj 
meet with Ariftella, who having not 
to employ her time^ might prot 

ai 



The InviJibleS'PY. 129 

amufe fome part of it in that agreeable 
place. 

It is likely, however, he might have 
been difappointed for many days to- 
gether, if fortune had not now befriend- 
ed him, as (he had hitherto done duriqg 
the courfe of this adventure. 

Ariftella was there, indeed, before him, 
in the fame walk, and very near the ar- 
bour through which he enter'd ; • — Ihe 
had come thither to gather Cinquefoil fo^ 
her fifter, the nurfe who attended her be- 
ing apprehenfive of her falling into ^ 
fcvourifli diforderr 

'Tis likely (he was little lefs furprifed 
on feeing him in that place, than flie had 
been when introduced to her by her 
brother ; — but as I was not prefent, and 
have this part of the ftory from the re- 
port of others, can relate nothing of the 
particulars of their difcourfe, and only 
fay in general, that he fpar'd no vowg 
nor proteftations to convince her of his 
\ paffion, and that he prevails on her to 
I return to him agafn, after having carry'd 
; m the herbs. 

His entreaties, joinM to her own fecret 
inclinations, engag'd her to fee him the 
G 5 v\«x. 
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next day •, — this. meeting was fucceeded 
by another, that by a thh-d, and fo on 
for feveral mornings together, — every 
one of them ftill more endearing him to 
her aifeftions; but, in fpite of the plea- 
fure fhe took in his addrefies, fhe could 
not keep herfelf from fome doubt of the 
fincerity of his paflion, whenever fhe re- 
flefted on the inequaHty of their fortunes : 

— one day, exprefling herfelf very em- 
phatically on that occafion, he cry'd out, 

— I Talk not of fortune, — by Heaven 
* your heart is all I wifti !' -— this he re- 
peated fo often, and fo tenderly, that flic 
at laft confefs'd, — it was. already his. 

Having brought her to this point, he 
now thought it proper to let her know 
the real aim of all his courtlhip ; — he 
began with telling her, that beauty, fuch 
as hers, merited to be fet off with all the 
advantages of drefs and grandeur ; — that 
flie had walled too much of her youth on 
a mean dependance on her, kindred -, and 
concluded with the offer of a large fettle- 
ment, protefling to her at the fame time, 
that he v^'ould never marry any other wo- 
man, and that fhe fhould live in every 
thing like his wife except the name. 

If a dagger had pierced the gentle 
Ircsft of Arifletia, it could not have 

given 
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giVen her more pain than did this crueF 
declaration ; — for fome moments Ihe 
was unable to make any reply, but burfl: 
into a flood of tears, and difcovered all 
the fymptoms of the mod violent grief ;. 
— he endeavoured to calm this tempeft: 
in her mind, by all the arts tl^t love and 
wit could infpire ; — but all was now ia 
vain, — a virtuous pride, by degrees^ got 
the bfetterof her forrows, and ftarting from 
him, lhecry*d out, — ' Deceitful and un- 

* geherons man ! — but think not that 

* your bafe defires fhall triun:iph over the 

* weaknefs I have confefs'd for you ; — 

* no, — I will never fee you more, nor 
' henceforth think of you but with horror 

* and deteftation.* 

In fpeaking thefe words fhe flew out of 
the arbour j « — rage gave wings to her 
feet, yet Mutantius would certainly have- 
overtaken her, if tlie fight of a man,, 
"whom Beechly had employed to do fomc 
work in the garden, had net made him. 
turn back. 

He went to his lodgings much difcon- 
certed at this accident, but the knowledge 
he had of Ariftella*s affeftion for him 
kept him from totally defpairing ;, — he 
fcpairM to the dear arbour^ the next 
morning, but no Ariftella appeared -, — ' 
he went again, but had no better fuccefs % 
G 6 \^- 
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.— refolved to fee her, if poffrbk, he 
made a vifit at the houfe, and told 
Beechly in a free manner, that he' was 
come to take a fecond dinner with him, 
to which he replyM with a comphraent 
fuitable to the occafion. 



Mutantius was again difappointed, — 
Ariftella hearing he was there, fent word 
to her brother that flie had a violent 
tooth-ach, and defired he would excufc 
her from coming down ; — this drove 
the lover almoft to diftradtion, — he 
went home, — wrote to her, and made 
his footman go, as of his own accord, 
to chat with the fervrants, and loyter about 
thehoufe 'till he fhould fee Ariftella and \ 
deliver the letter to her. 

The fellow found means to execute his 
commiflion, — Ariftella took the letter 
on his prefenting it to her, and went up 
into her chamber •, tut after refledting a 
little, would not truft her own heart fo far 
as to read this dangerous cpiftle, follow- 
ing the Poet's advice. 

* The nymph who hears, inclines to fm; 

• Who parlies half gives up the town, 

• And rav'nous love foon enters in 

• When once the out- work's beaten 

• down.* 

She 
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She therefore put it under a cover, 

nd having fealed and directed it, came 

lown and gave it to the man, faying, — 

There's my anfwer to your mailer's 

letter.' 

Never had the vanity of Mutantios 
net with fo fevere a fhock, yet could he 
lot forbear revering the virtue he at- 
:empted to deftroy ; — if before he lov'd^ 
le now ador'd her ; and the more he 
:onfider'd her pcrfeftions, the more he 
:ound her worthy to be his wife j — yet^ 
Tfhtn he thought of marriage, the idea of 
chat ftate Was irkfome to him : — he k;iew 
that at prefent he was the idol of the fair, 
but (hould ceafe to be fo if once he became 
a hufband : — in fine, fc could not bear 
to lofe his darling admiration, yet was 
equally unable to bear life without the 
enjoyment of Ariftella. 

After fome debate within himfelf, hi* 
paffion^ however, got the better of his 
vanity, and he refoFved to marry Ariftella 5 
but which way to let her know he meant 
to do fo, feem'd as great a difficulty as 
any he had pafs'd through in attempting to 
feduceher : — he was convinced fhe would 
neither fee him nor receive a letter from 
him, yet, in fpiteof all this, love fertile 

in 
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in contrivances, put a ftratagcm into his 
head, wWch had the defired effeft •, — it 
was diis : 

Beechly's new-bom fon had not been 
yet baptiz'd, on account of the molher-s 
having been more than ordinarily indif- 
pofed during her lying-in; -— he oBfefed 
nimfelf to be one fjf the fponrfors at die 
font, which the other ^dly acceptd^ 
having already tipubkd many of Ks 
friends on the like. ecGafion : -^ Ariftella 
could not now avoid his pretence, but be- 
haved with fo nauchir^ferve, fcarcc ever 
looking towards him, that a man lefs con- 
fcious of his own merit might have been 
abafti'd. — ^ After, fome time, when moft 
of the company were engaged in conver- 
fation, heirfound an opportunity to fay to 
her, — * Madam, I befeech you will for- 

* give the ralh propofal I prefum'd to 

* make you ; — be affur*d I have heartity 

* repented of it, and have noW no defigns 

* upon you but what are truly honour- 

* able •/ — to which (he reply'd, -— * Sir, 

* I fhall never believe a man nieans me well 

* who has once thought fo poorly of me/ 
— * I only beg, refumed he, the liberty 
< of entertaining you once more in .pri- 

* vate, and if what I hav^ then to lay 

* does not merit your pardon and your 

* favour I fhall leave Canterbury, and 

* perhaps 
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« perhs^sthe world, forever.' — Hecould 
add no more at that time, — Beechlycaird 
to him to pledge him in a bumper to the 
young Chriftian ; but before they parted 
he found nieans to enforce what he had 
laft faid, and fpoke with fo moving an air 
that fhe confented to fee him the next 
morning. 

The confequence of this interview was 
a full forgivnefs for what was paft oh 
the fide of Ariftella, and on that of Mu- 
tantius a folemn vow of making her his 
wife the moment iftie confented to be fo ; 
but added, that there were fome circum- 
ftances in his aflfairs which required their 
mauriage ihonld be kept fecret for a time : 
— to this laft article (he made no dire<5t 
anfwer at pretent, but the next day, when 
they met again by appointment, fuffer'd 
herfelf to be overcome by his perfuafions, 
and promifed that every thing fliould be 
as he would have it. 

In fine, it was at laft ajgreed between 
them that he ihould return to London in a 
few days, and that Ihe {houW follow as 
foon as her fifter*s recovery permitted her 
to take her leave with decency. 

Both thefe lovers were now in a ftate 
of perfeft contentment, and each of them 

obferved 
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cbfervcd the promifc given^to the othe^/ 
with the utmoft punftuality 5 —but whar^ 
afterwards bcfelthem muft be the lubjcftl 
of another Chapter. ] 



C H A P. IX. 

Contains only a continuation of the fame 
narrative^ begun in the foregoing 
Chapter^ and will not be concluded 
in this. - 

MUtantius haying been apprised, by 
a letter from Ariftella, of the day 
in which (he fliould come to town, went 
in his own coach as far as Greenwich to 
meet her, and conduced her to a very 
handfome and well furnifliM lodging, in 
one of the moft airy and beft ftreets near 
Bloomfbury-Square, where he bad alfo 
provided a footnian and maid-fervant te 
attend her. 

She was at firft a Uttle fcrupulous of 
putting hcrfeif under his protedion, till 
the facred ceremony (hould have united 
her to him for ever : — he perceived the 
apprehenfions flie was under, and imme- 
diately relieved them by renewing his pro- 
teftations, that the next morning fhould 
make his perfon as inviolably her's as his 
heart had been from the firft moment he 

beheld 
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beheld her, and at the fame time Ihew'd 
her a ring and marriage licence, which he 
had already prepar*d for that purpofe. 

He fupp'd with her that evening, but 
when it was over very refpeftfully retir'd, 
to leave her to that repofe^which he judged 
neceffary after the fatigue of her journey. 

» 

I come now to that part of the ftory 
which I had an opportunity of being both 
an eye and ear witnefs of: — I was ac- 
quainted with the gentlewoman of the 
houfe where Ariftella was placed, and hap- 
pened to call there on fome bufmefs the 
very next morning after that young beauty 
had been brought thither. 

My friend told me, among other dif- 
courfe, that (he had lett her lodgings at a 
very high rent •, but was a little apprehen- 
five that the perfon they were for was no 
better than a kept woman : — on my 
alking what ground (he had for fuch a 
fufpicion, fhe reply*d, — that Ihe had lett 
her lodgings to a gentleman of fortune, 
called Mutantius, for the ufe of a lady 
whom he brought to take pofleflion of 
them the night before, and that he had al- 
fo hired fervants to wait upon her, who 
Ibe found knew as little of the perfon 
they were to ferve as (he did. 

She 
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She farther added, that the lady was 
extremely young, the moft beautiful crea- 
ture fhe ever faw in her life ; — and that 
ftie could not help thinking it a little odd, 
that fuch a one fhould be under the care 
of fo gay and airy a fpark as Mutantius. 

As I was perfcftly acquainted with the 
charafter of Mutantius, I was a good 
deal of opinion that fhe was in the right; 
— I advifed her, however, to fay nothing 
till (he (bould fee farther into the matter, 
and not lofe fo beneficial a lodger on a 
bare conjecture. 

She approved of what I faid, and I 
took my leave, but not to go home, — 
what Qie had told me fiU'd me with a 
curiofity to difcover fomethir^ more of 
this affair, fo went no farther than the 
firft blind alley I founds where I put on 
my Invifible Belt, and returned again juft 
as Mutantius knocked at the door, -^ I 
entered with him and followed him up 
flairs ; ~ the fight of Ariflella convinced 
me that the good wonrian had not been 
miflaken in the defcription fhe ^ve me of 
her J — the lovers ran into each other's 
arms, and "Mutantius locating on her with 
the greatcft tendemefs fpofcc thus : 

Mutantius. 
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|. Mutantius, • Now, my deareft Ari- 
ftella, I am come to put a final end to 
^11 your doubts either of my love or 
honour.' 

Jr'iftslla. ^ I am pleaf^d to think 
that the perfedl confidence I have (hewn 
in both giVwS me fome fort of claim to 
the proof you are now about to; give of 
them, fince I muft confefs myfdf in 
every other refpe<5t fo unworthy of 
you/ 

Mutantius. * You are worthy of every 
thing ; — hut, -my dear, you >forget 
that there is another teftimony that I 
expefl: from you. of the regard you have 
for me/ 

jlrijiella. * Name it, that my ready 
compliance may convince you how 
happy I think n^yfelf in every oppor- 
tunity of obliging you. * 

Mutantius. * It is that you will be 
content that for fome time our mar- 
riage may be kdpt a fecret/ 

Ariflella. * You know I have already 
promis'd it/ 
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Mutanttus. * Yes, — in general terms 1,^J^^ 

• — but you have fifters who are vcrl^ ^^ 
' dear to you, and tho* I doubt not ol^^^^^ 

• their difcretion, I cannot think aftcre€^^| 

• fafe when trufted in fo many hands i— 1^ ^^ 

• Will then your love for me enable yovl 

• to endure their reproaches for your fupj a 

• pofed difhonour, rather than reveal ^ 

^ what is inconvenient for me to be madel ^ 



known ?• 



d 



Ariflella. « The trial is a little fever 
« but will not laft for ever.* ^ * ^ 



Mutanttus. * No, my dear, a time 
will come when your innocence fhall be 
fully clear'd^ and like the fun, fhim 
brighter after this fliort eclipie ; — til 
then, may I depend that the name 6i 
wife and hufband (hall be known only 
between purfelves ?' 

Ariftella. « You may.* 

Mutantlns. < Swear it then.* 

Arifiella. « By all that's facred.* 



Mutanttus. < Hold, my dear ; — I 
« would have you firft underftand the full 

* extent 
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* extent of the vow you are about to 

* make ; — you fwear that no innaginary 
' provocation on my fide, nor no unjuft 
' contempt nor ill treatment you may 
y meet with from the world, (hall ever 

* extort from you a confeflion that you 

* are my wife, till I myfelf Ihall publickly 
* * acknowledge you to be fo.* 

^ . Ariftetla. ^ Ji\\ this I folemnly fwear, 
I * and jnvofee Heaven to blefs me as I 

* fhalJ r^igioufly obferve it/ 

Mutantius. * Charming, generous 
' * creature, and in return^ to prevent 

* all future apprehenfions in prejudice 

* of my faith or conftancy from rifing 

* in your gentle breaft, if it were 

* poffible for me to take a bafe advantage 

* of the obligation I have laid you under, 

* and make my addrefles to another wo- 

* man on the fcore of marriage, I here 

* releafe you from your vow, and leav^ 

* you at liberty to declare yourfelf .,my 

* wife, aflert yoyr prior right, and proy 

* cjgin> me for ^ villain.* 

jirijUlla, ♦.Heaven forbid it Ihould 

* ever come to that. 



Mutantiuu * No, my Ariftella, -^ 
r * there is no danger, I have already re* 

♦ jefted 
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* je6led greater offers than ever can 

* made to me again : — to deal fincer 

• with you, — there has been always 

• my nature an extreme repugnancy to] 

• the name of marriage 5 the name or 

• hufband was irkfome to me 5 — no ^0- 

* man but yourfelf had ever charms to; 

* reconcile me to it ; but your beauty,^ 
' your fweetnefs, your unaffefted modefty,j 

• have now informed my foul, and by de- 

• grees will make me as proud of Hy- 

* men's fetters as I (hould once have been? 

* afham'd of them/ 



€ 



Anftella. * It (hall be my whole ftudy 
tb make them eafy to you.' j 

Mutantius. • I know It will ; — biitij 
come, my love, — a coach waits to car-i 
ry us to church, — that folemn fccnei 
which fixes the cverlafting happinefs or 
mifery of all who approach it in the-^^ 
manner we do,* * 



^ On concluding thefe words he took her,^ 
by the hand and fed her down ftairs, — I 
was clofe behind them when they went 
into the coach, which was orderM to drive 
to ClerkenweU -, — I prefently fupposM 
he made choice of this place as there was, 
the lead danger of his being feen by any 
one who knew him- • 

I fol' 
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I followed on foot, but came time 
nough to the church to fee Mutantius 
rcfign that liberty he had onCe fet fo high 
\ value on as to refolve never to part 
with \ — the ceremony of marriage was 
performed by the cqrateof the parifli, and 
the clerk-ofiieiated as father to give away 
the bride ; -^ after all was over, Mutan- 
tius defier'd. their marriage might be re- 
gifter'd, and a certificate of it given to 
Ariftella \ -^ both which were accordingly, 
done, 

I now left the new wedded pair to dif- 
pofe of themfelves as they thought fit, and 
return'd to. my apartment in order to ru- 
minate at leifure on an adventure which 
feem'd to me to have in it many incon- 
fiftencies. 

To find that Mutantius, after having re* 
fufed fome; of the beft fortunes andpioft 
Jovely women in the kingdom, fhould 
give his hand to a girl like Ariftella, who 
tho' ppffefs'd of every amiable qualification 
of the niiiac|, was yeta$ inferior in beauty 
as in the goods of fortune \ this, I fay, 
aflforded much matter of aftonilhment to 
me, yet the injunftion he had laid her:Un- 
der of keeping their marriage a fecret ap- 
' pear'd 
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pear*d to me a ftill greater fubje<5t for fpe- 

culation. 

At firft I fcar'd he did not mean her 
fair \ but when the care he took to have 
their marriage regifter'd, and a certificate 
of it to be delivered to her, contradifted 
that opinion, and I began to think, that as 
fancy is more prevalent than judgment in 
the affairs of love, he really thought her 
worthy of being his wife, and would one 
day publicl^ly acknowledge her to be fuch, 
tho' at prefent the tcndernefs be had for 
her was not ftrong enough to overcome 
the vanity of being admirM by others, 
which he thought would ceafe, and he 
Ihould pafs unregarded by the reft of the 
fair fex, when he fhould be known to 
have attached bimfelf to one by marriage. 

The more I thought on this adventure, 
the more I was confounded ; and the re- 
fult of all my meditations was, that it 
muft be left to time to unravel the myftery ; 
— I kept, however, a watchful eye on the 
behaviour of Mutantius, but was little the 
wifcr for the pains 1 took, as I found he 
lived in the fame gay and gallant manner 
he had always done in refped to the 
Ladies. 



It 
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, It was about a month, as near as I can 
remember, after his marriage with Ari- 
ftella, that a young beauty, cair4 Eluthe- 
ria, appeared in town; ^— the late death 
of her father had left her-miftrefs of a 
very large fortune,- and with it, what* 
perhaps was not lefs pleafing to her, the 
full enjoy nient of that liberty, which, * 
during his life, had been much reftrain'd. 

. A new face, without the addition of 
any extraordinary beauty, is of itfelf fuf- 
.ficient to draw after it a train of admi- 
rers ; but Ehitheria had charms, which, 
jbinM to thofe of novelty, made it not 
ftrange that ihe fhould foon become the 
geAjcral toaft* 

The firft time Mutantius faw her was 
at the Playhodfe ; — ^ he was there with 
Apamiaj — fhe happened to be feated, 
with two other ladies, in a box juft op^ 
ppfitc to them -, but not knowing who fhe 
was j had perhaps taken no notice of her, 
if Apimia had not indifcreetly mentioned 
her to him -, — • I was fitting behind them, 
and heard this little following dialogue : 

Apamia. « Do you fee Elutheria yon- 
« dcr-?' 

Vol. Ill H . M*- • 
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< Mui4frtiMs. * Wkatl flic that mdces fo 

* great a noife in town ? —Pray, madam^ 
•which is flic ?• 

jtpamis. * Slie in tmuirntng juft over^^ 
^ againft us. ^— I find her bem(y has but 
^ iittle eScd on you^ that y^ou did not 

* ohicrvc her bcfiMre.' 

Mutantius. - ^ I was too much taken up 

* with What r have niore near, madam.' 

JpawtA. > Nay, fw my part, I can 
« fee nothing extraordinary m her ; — 

< then flie is the mofl: infipid creature in 

* the world ; -^ I have been in her com- 
lany, and flic has not a word to fay 6v 
crfelf.' 



* h 



Mutantius. 'Well, J wonder any 
' man can be charm'd with a woman 

* that has not wit^ — one may as wdl 
« fall in love with a fine pidure as with 

* a fine woman without a tongue ^ but 
' where wit and beauty are unit^, as kk 
< the divine Apamia,'aU hearts muflr yield.' 

Apamia. ' You flatter me, Mutantius.* 

Mutantius. * No, by Heaven ! — you 
« are in reality what the £OCt fays of ^ 

* Gortinna.* ^J^. 
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"^ All that defire can wifti, or fency form.* 

All the anfwer (he gave to this was a 
look full of languiflimcnt, accompany'd 
with a little pat on his Ihouliier with her 
fan, and then turn'd from him to obferve 
what was doing on the ftage ; — but in 
Q>itc of the fine things he had been faying 
to her, I eafihr diftinguilh'd, from the 
fifft mention of Eluth^ria's name, a cer- 
tain reftlefsnefs in him for a more full 
view of that celebrated. beauty. 

He had never been praftis'd in the 
virtue of felf-denial, and was not of a hu- 
wiour to put any check on his inclinations, 
of what kind foever they were ; — he fooh 
after made an excufe to Apamia for 
leaving her a few mioutes, telling her he 
faw a gentleman on the other fide of the 
hpufe whono he myft needs fpeak wit;h. 

•The perfbn with whom he pretended 
to have bufinefs was featcd at the very 
^d of one of the benches in the pit, juft 
vindcr ElutAieria's box, fo that he could 
not have thought on a more commodious 
fituation for thegratification of his curio- 
fity, 
oer 

4 H 2 TKe 
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r The play afted that night afford 
little matter of entertainment, and I 
at the beginning of the fourth ad : 
I was pafling behind the boxes, to { 
of the houfe, I met Mutahtius reti 
to Apamia, but: firft heard him gi 
reftions to one of the orange- wor 
carry a paper of fweetmeats to th< 
in mourning, the next box but one 
ftage, with the compliments of a g 
man unknown. 

This incident, joinM to fome ot 
)iad been witnefs of, made me pit; 
Ariftella, who tho* married infinite 
^ond her hopes in point of fortune, 
one (he paflionately loved, could 
expefted to enjoy a lafting or fincer 
pincfs with a man of fo vain, fo vc 
^nd fo uncertain a difppfition. 

A very little time afterwards con 
me that Mutantius was dot the lefs { 
Jover for bemg a hufband, — h< 
Elutheria at the route of a lady of 1 
quaintance ; — (he appeared more 
to him at this feconcf fight even tl 
the firft, and the fprighdinefs of h 
mour gave a double luftre to the 
of her perfon ; — - (he has, indeed, c 
which might infpire tfac moft tcndej 
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tions in the heart of any man, — that of 
Mutantius could not but cenfefs .their 
force, and the liking he had for her, 
join'd to the ambition of being firft ia 
the efteem of a woman who was at pre- 
fent the firft in the efteem of moft men^ 
niade him ojnit nothing that might coiv- 
duce to the gratification of that darling 
paffion. 

Hfs fine peribn, — his flowing wit, — - 
his engaging manner of addrefs, had 
made many conquefts without defigning. 
it ; but here, — where he exerted all his 
rhetoric, — call'd the dying Cupids to» 
his eyes, and feem'd to breathe nothing 
but iove and foft defire, it is not to be 
wonder' d at that he ftole upon the mind 
of a young maid, altogether unprepar'd 
for fo dangerous a rencounter. 

In fine, ihe lov'd him, — lov'd and ad- 
mir'd him to that infatuated degree, that 
fhe was proud of doing fo, — glory'd io- 
the chains of her too amiable vanquiftiec,. 
and attempted not to conceal them.' 

Apamia, who for fome months had 
thought herfelf the fupreme fovereign of 
his heart, was almoft diftrafted on finding: 
fhe had fo powerful a competitor -, — all 
the inconftancy of Mutantius- could ivcv:. 
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lender him tefi dear to her ; — but 
charms of her for whofc fake Ihe though 
herfclf neglefted became fo odious in hd 
eyes, that fhc fpar'd nothing which fema*^ 
trtt arid* malice could fuggeft to blacked 
her charafler^ and make her appear con- 
temptible to the world. 

The ungarded conduft of Elutheria^ 
aflTifting the envy of her rival, this late 
celebrated beauty became as much defpis'd 
as (he had been once ador'd ; but all ab- 
forb'd in love and its fallacious joys, flic 
felt not the weight of her misfortune, be* 
caufe Ihe faw it not, ^tiil Mutantius him- 
leff had gaitiM his point, and fhewM the 
vrorM he had bore away the prize fo 
many in vain had aim'd at, open'd her 
ticluded eyes by treating her with a cold 
indifference and palpable neglcA. 

But now^ — methinks I hear the reader 
cry out with feme impatience, — « How 

* did Ariftella behave ail this time ? How 

* could ftie^ the lawful wife of this incpn- 

* ftant man, fupport the (hare that others 
^ had in his afFeftions ?' — It is, indeed, 
impoffible for me to fay in what manner 
file would have refented fo provoking a 
^circumftance if known to her ; but fhe 

livM too retir'd for this misfortune to 
xtdich her eaxs \ -— (he had^ however, 



trouWes more than fufBctent foi^ 
fortitude to ftrftatn, but of what 
they were muft be left to the next 
: to explain. . 

CHAP. X. 

\t(^r^phe of ibis adwntur^ cOTf- 
fail of exciting eompaffkn in tht 
ifts of nty fair readers ^ and alf(y 
rd much matter of fpeculation t(y 
? of the other fexr 

IE purfuit of other adventures^ 
vhich fhaU.be inferted in their pro^ 
ices before the conclufion of this^ 
hinder'd me for a long time frbni 
to fee in what mannep Ariftella was 
I by Mutantius •, but at lengthy 
uneafy reflexions on her accountr 
an impatience in me to know the 
kty of her prefent ftate. 

:ordingIy I went one day to the 
where fhe was lodg*d ; but, to my 
furprife, found fhe had made bur 
t flay there, and had been removed- 
iderable time before my coming :— - 
7 alking fome qucftvoM of tc\^5^^sss\?t- 
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concerning the reafon of it, th< 
woman anfwer'd me in thefe or t 
terms : 

• The affair was juft as I ex 

* faid fhe \ I pity the poor young 

* woman, indeed, — (he has not th 

* of fuch a one ; — but I fuppofe 

* beeni^^gjpy'd by abundance of fa 

* mifes :'-— I wonder, however, th 
^'taBtius, knowing the character 
^ houfe, and that I always had pe 

* the beft faftiion lodge with me, 

* offer to bring a kept-miftrefs unc 

* roof; but I was very free with h 

* I told him my mipd very plainly 

* occafion.' . 

* And pray what anfwer did he 

* cry'd I, with fome impatience, — 

* you call'd her a kept-miftrefs ?* 

^ Very little to the purpofe, tri: 
« fum'd fhe ; he only laid that (he 

* gentlewoman, and a friend of his, 

* fuch expefted I fhould treat her c 

* - — I told him it was not- in my 

* to treat any body uncivilly, but 

* would ericourage no fuch doing 

* therefore defir^d he would provi 
' other lodging for her -, -— on t 
y flew into a paffion, — told me I ^ 
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' igHorant foolifh woman, and the like v- 
c — but I did not regard his bouncing,* 
^ and as he found I was refolute, took 

* his madam aWay^ in a few days aftcr- 
' wardsw* 

The manner in which this woman fpoke 
made me extremely commiferate the coa- 
dition of poor Ariftella, who, though a 
lawful wife, was obliged, through the 
caprice of Mutantius, and the vow Ihe' 
had taken, to endui'e all the contumely 
due to a proftitute. 

I would have given almoft any thing; 
but the fecret of my Invifible Belt and 
Tabldts to have clear'd Ariftella's inno- 
cence in the fulleffi" manner to this fcru- 
pulous gentlewoman ; but as there wasr 

• no doing the one without the other, I 
was compeU'd to content myfelf with 
getting out of her directions to the place- 
where this much injur'd beauty was re* 
moved, refolying to take the firft oppor- 
tunity to (ee what attonement the beha- 
viour of Mutantius made to her in pri- 
vate, for the injuftice he tiid her reputa* 
tion in public. 

I was fo lucky as to find them to- 
gether the firft day I went ; but the fcene: 
1 was witnefs of, inftead of diminilhing,. 
H. 5 v^ry 
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very miieh added to the concern I had 
carryM with me, as every good-natur'd 
reader, on my reciting it, will believe. 
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Ariftella was fitting very melancholy 
in one corner of the room, — Mutantius 
in another, with all the marks of difcon- 
tent and ill-humour in his countenance ; 
— by what followed, it appears that (he 
had been fpeaking fomewhat to him in 
relation to the difcovery of their mar- 
riage ; — I doubt not, by what I law of 1 ^ 
her behaviour both before and afterwards, r fa 
that fhe exprefs'd herfelf in very gentle | ri^ 
terms on the occafion \ but the bare men- 
tion of fuch a thing, to a man of his pre- 
feht way of thinking, was of itfclf a fuf- 
cient offence. 



, I have already defcriBM the pofture 1 
jfound him in y^ but juft as I enterM the 
room he Feply*^d to what {he had faid, I 
and that reply drew on a converfetion 
which let me into the whole of both their 
lentiments. 

MutanHus. * I am forry te find you 
^ have fo little regard for me ; and, in- 

* deed, fo little prudence, as whenever I 
*^ am with you to fall eternally upon a 

• fubjeft which you know is fo difagrec- 
^ ahk to me.* 



[ 
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plla. * If you lovM W half fo- 
as you once pretended, it -would 
be fo difagreeablc ; — and you^ 

Id, at leaft, acquaint me with the 

MIS which objige me to live in the- 

nerldo.' 

tantius. * Perhaps it is not proper 
ne to reveal them.* 

hlla. « Oh, Mutantiusrf — T 
N not whar to think of my condi- 
. — Why did you marry me ?^ 

tantius. * Becaufe I then liked- 
better than any other woman, and- 
do^ not ftill continue to do fo it is 
own fault V — I hate to be teaz'd :• 
ifides, the conditions of our .marriage 
that it fhould be kept a fecret*' 

fella. < Yes, — for a time," 

tantius. « That time wiH not be 
:cn*d by your impatience/' - * 

Ma. ' It may, — for rf it laft 
li longer my heart infallibly muit 



c/ 
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Mutantius. * Pifli^ — women's hearts \ 

* are not of fuch brittle ftufF; — the head 

* is in more danger, when fweird with 

* fenfelefs pride and vanity.' 

Ariftella. * Indeed, fir, I think it 

* would at lead become you to be a little 

* more ferious on the occafion/ 

Mutantius. * With all my heart, ma- 

* dam, — as ferious as you pleafe ; — 

* for faith I am not in a humour to be 

* very merry : — ferioufly then, you 

* feem to me to be one of the moft un- 

* grateful, and moft unreafonable wo- 

* men under the fun.— Have I not taken 

* you from a mean depcndance on your 

* fifters, who I beheve could but ill jpare 

* the fcanty helps you received from 

* them ? — Have you not now good 

* lodgings, fervants to wait on you, and 
' an allowance fufl&cient to fupport you in 
\ a fafbion beyond what you could ever 

* have cxpeded ? — yet all this is no- 

* thing in your account.' 

/Irijiella. < Nothing,, when balanced 

* againft a life of infamy : — the very 

* fervants you upbraid me with defpifc 

* me while they ferve me •, — the people 

* of the houfe treat mc but with ,an en- 

^ forced 
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' forced civility ^ — I pafs my days as 
. * one who was an alien to tRe worlds and 

* had no bufinefs in it ; — never partake 

* the joys of focial. converfation^ — never 

* vifit,, nor am vifited, and fcarce dare 
^ venture to breathe the frefhnefs of the 
' open air, left I fhould be feen by any 

* who have known me, efpecially by my 

* fitters, who, mean as you think of 

* them, know how to fet a juft vahie 

* upon reputation,, and to fcorn all the 

* riches of the earth without it. 

Mutantius. * A very fine catalogue 

* of complaints, truly. — Have you any 

* more_ to add P*^ 

Ariftella. * Yes, — one thing more, 

* which, with what indifference foever 

* you may now regard me, ought not^ 

* methinks, to efcape your confideration ; 

* — you know I am far advanced in my 

* pregnancy ; — perhaps too of 2tr fon -, 
' and can you fuppert the thoughts, that 

* an infant, born the lawful heir of your 

* eftate and name, (hall be faluted, on 

* his firft feeing light, with the odious 

* title of fpurious offspring,— a baftardP 

Mutantius. * What will he be the 

* worfe, — unlefs you exped: to have fo 

* wife a child as to know what is faid 

' ^of. 
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* of him as fooa as he comes into the 
^ world ?* 

Artfielia. * Oh, Mutantiiis ! — Mu- 
^ taritius ! — this is cruel dealing.* 

She faid no more, but wept bitterly, 
— Mutantius, who it muft be own'd has 
fome good- nature, feem'd much mov*d at 
feeing her thus, and having leok*d on 
her fome moments .with a great deal of 
tendernefs, bid her come to him ; — (he 
©bcy'd, but advanced with the mod for- 
rowful and dejedted air ; — he pullM her 
to him, — made her fit upon his knee^ 
and kiffing away the tears which abun- 
dantly ftreatnM from her lovely eyes 
down even to her bofom, he fpoke thusr 

Mutantius. *^ Come, my poor Ari- 
^ ftella, do not be fo foolifh, -— you have 
^ no caufe for weeping, — you know 
^ yourfelf virtuous, — and I know you- 

* are fo, — and have no need to be af* 
y flifbed at the miftaken opinion others 
' may have of you, — cfpecially as it is 

* not to laft always* 

ArifteUa. * If I were certain when this 
•* event would happen, even though ir 
^ were much longer than I hope it wilJr 
^ 1 Ihould witli patience' wait.* 

Mufan- 
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Mutantius. « You muft depend for 

* that upon my love and honour ; — it is 

* not in my power to affign the very day 
' and hour : ^^ to deal fmcerely with you^ 

* — I have been a railer at marriage, — 

* have refus'd offers of that nature as 

* much above my cxpeftations as I was 

* above your's, — and I cannot all at 

* once fubmit to be pointed at for a huf- 
*band, and hear people laugh and cry 
' out, — that I had thrown myfelf away ^ 

* but this, my dear, you may affure your- 

* felf, that I will endeavour to get rid of 

* thcfe fcniples as foon as poffible 5 — itt 

* the mean time, I will give you as much 

* of my company as can be fpar'd from 

* bufinefs and other attachments which^ 

* are not to be difpenced widi 5 — I 

* came on purpofe to devote this whole 

* day to you, drive me not from you by 

* your difcontent ; — kifs me, and give 

* me your promtfe that you will be entire- 

* ly eafy.* 

She comply'd readily with the firft part? 
of this injunftioD, and faid fhe would do 
the beft to perform the other ; — with 
this he feem'd highly fatisfy'd, and bid her 
ling the bell for a fervant to go and order 
a dinner to be prepared for them' at an ad- 
jacent tavern and fent home y — juft as 
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fhe was about to do as he defir'd, her 
maid came running into the room and 
told him that one of his footmen was be- 
low, and faid he had fomething of the 
utmoft confequence to deliver to him •,— 
Mutantius, on hearing^ this, went to the 
top of the ftair-cafe and callM the fellow 
up, who prefented him with a letter, fay- 
ing at the fame time. 

Footman. * From Apamia, fir, — 

• her footman was fb prefling to have it 

* delivered to your honour, that I pro- 

* mis'd I would endeavour to find you, 

• and bring her ladyftiip an anfwcr.' 

Mutantius. * Tbu did well.' 

I flood clofe behind him while he 
open'd the letter, and faw it contain'd 
thefe lines : 

To MUTANTIUS, 

" Dear Agreeable, 

" npHIS fubpcena demands your pre-^ 
«* ^ fence at a court of Belles and- 
" Beaux, to be held in my drawing- 
«^ room this evening at fix precifely ; -- 
" fail not to come on penary of for- 
^ feitirg your charafter of politenefSf» 
^ nor leave behind you any of thofe ta- 

••* km* 
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" lents which will ferve to render the 
" facrifice we propofe to mirth and 
" gayety complete ; — you know yourfclf 
" the life and foul of converfation •, your 
** abfence, thei-efore, at this time, would 
" be unpardonable : — if your watch 
" (hould happen to go too taft, or any 
*' other accident make you anticipate the 
'' appointed hour, and you come before 
'* the reft of the company, you need not 
" apprehend being turn'd back, by 

** Yours, &c. &c. 

<* Apamia." 

Having read this little billet, he bid 
his man fly to Apamia and carry her his 
compliments, with an affurance that he 
would do himfelf the honour to be punc- 
tual in obeying her commands ; — then 
turn'd mto the room and faid to Ariftella, 

Mutantius. • I am forry, my dear^ I 
cahnot ftay with you as I promifed ; -— 
fome friends defire my company this 
afternoon, and I cannot poflfibly excufe 
myfelf from complying with their re- 
queft/> 

Ariftella. ' You will dine with me, 
* however?' 
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Mutantius. ^ It wUl be utterly Incon- 

* venicnt for me to do fo 5 — it is now 

* near two o'clock^ — I am to meet the 

* company at five, and muft new drels ;. 

* io you will cxcufc mc.* 

Jriftella. « When may I hope to fee 

* you again ?* 

Mutantius. * To-morrow, perhaps, — 

* or next day, — I cannot fay exaftly 

* when •, but I will come foon. — Fare- 

* wel, — make yourfelf eafy/ 

tn (peaking thele hft words he gave 
her a (light falute, and went down itairs 
carekfly hamming part of an Italian air^ 
leaving his turtle to nroan the ab(cnce of 
her inconftant mate. 

i 

By what I had now fecn of the beha- 
viour and difpofition of Mutantius, I 
found reafon to believe it would be yet i 
great while before he would bring him- 
felf to make a declaration of his mar- 
riage, fo refolvcd not to take the trouble 
of any farther inquifitions, but wait till 
common fame fhould give me intelli- 
gence of it 

This^ 

\ 
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This event, however, happened much 
oner than I expeftcd ; but was brought 
K)ut by an accident which excited the 
:tremeftpity inftead of congratulations; 
-the unfortunate Ariftella was not born 
► enjoy a happinefs fhe lb ardently had 
ifli'd for, and fo long been made to 
3pe ; ^- death alone had the power to 
ive what life in vain had waited for ; 
id the fame breath which told me Mu- 
mtius had acknowledged her for his wife, 
iform'd me alfo that fhe was no more. 

Ariftella, on her leaving the country, 
ras chared with letters and fome little 
refents from mrs. Beechly to her two 
fters in London ; but being hinder'd 
rom executing this commiflion m per- 
}n, by the obligation Mutantius had kid 
ler under, fhe fcnt what was entrufted 

her care by a porter, accompany' d with 

1 little billet from hcrfelf •, in which fhe 
old them, -r— that an affair of the utmofl 
:onfeqtiencc kept her at prefent from fee- 
ng them, but that fhe hoped to do fo in 
I (hort time, and would then acouaint 
them with the reafons for having ablented 
herfelf, and begg'd they would entertain 
no unfavourable thoughts of her condudt 
in this point. .. 

As. 
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As (he was circumftanced, it v 
in her power to have afted otherw 
Jhe did •, yet what fatisfa'ftion cou 
a letter as this give to the two fill 
for a girl, fo young and beautifu 
was, to banifti herfelf from her I 
without acquainting them with the 
of her doing fb, or the place to 
fhc was retired, had a right to 
them conjc<5lures of the very wor 

— they were ahuoft diflrradled 
thoughts of her fuppofed ruin, an 
no pains to find her out, in < 
bring her home, and fnatch her i 
fhame they imagined fhe was invc 

Fruitlefs was their fc'arch for 
time V but chance, at length, di 
to them not only where flie li\ 
alfo that fhe was fupported by 2 
man; and, in fine, that fee wa 
upon as a kept-miftrefs : — qui 
ported with grief and rage, they 
the houfe where fee was lodg'd, 
door happening to be open, 
flairs without any ceremony and 
in upon her ; — the fight of her, 
pregnancy was very vifible, adde 
paflions they w^re before enflam' 

— they reproached, — they revil' 
the moll bktet ttim%^ nn\\\\^ ^^w ! 
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md by the fatal oath flie had taken. 
Id fay nothing in defence of her in- 
cnce, but what ferved to convince 
fn more fully ot her guilt 

Vfter having loaded her with oppro- 
>us names, and railed themfelves quite 
of breath, they left her with the fame 
:ipitation they had ceme, vowing 
er more to fee or think of her as a 

mpoflible is it for any one to conceive 
It the foul of Ariflella fuffer'd in this 
eking ftroke, — confcious of inno- 
ce, yet labouring under all the appear- 
e of guilt 5 — fcandaliz'd, abused by 
fe to whom fhe had been fo dear, yet 
ipable. either of defending her wrong'd 
ue, or of blaming the feverity fhe was 
ited with for her fuppos*d fall ; — • every 
Son that can agitate the human heart 
mce affaird, and overwhelmed her with 
ariety of anguifli -, the force of which 
I fuch an effeft upon her as to caufe an 
irtion that fame night, and alio to 
aw her into convulfions, which in a 
' hours rendered her life defpair'd of by 
about her, 

[n her intervals, between thofe fits 
ich depriv'd her of all fenfe and motion, 

Ihc 




i66 Tht ImiifibleSi^Y. 

(he cryM out iot Mutanttus, — 
where he was, and faid ftie could not 
without feeing him 5 — meffengcrs were 
immediately difpatch'd tQ him with this^ 
dreadful meflage ; — he came on hearing 
it, — he feem'd greatly affefted at the 
condition he found her in, but was much 
more fo when he was informed by her 
maid what it was had thrown her into it ^ 
— (he was infenfible on his entrance, but 
recovering foon after, and feeing him fo 
near her, catch'd hold of his hand, and 
with agonies inexprelfible, faid to him, 
•— * Oh ! Mutantius, you now will be 

* rid of a tie you have been afham'd to 

* cwq.' ~ ' No, by Heaven ! cry'd be, 
^ Live, live, Ariftella, and ] will declare 
< to ^\ the world that you are my wife, 

* .^ my lawful m^ried wife.* 

Whether it were this fudden rufh of 
Joy, on hearing him fpeak thefe words, 
that was too powerful for her weaknefs 
to fuftain, or that the lamp of life was 
wafted by the agonies (be had before 
Cfidw'd, is altogether uncertain, but fhc 
cxpir'd that moment, yielding up her laft 
tireath on t;he bofom of her too late re- 
penting hufband. 

Love, pity, and remorfe, now engrofs'd 
all his faculties ^ -*- he kept his„ promiie, 



CIS 
ciciM 
the 
— 1 



) 



Tbi IfmfihkS9r. 167 

»cknowkdg*d her for his wife, had her in* 
comb'd, with the greateft funeral pomp, in 
his own family vault, and paid 2A\ ima- 
ginary honours to her memoxf\ whether 
he will ev^r rekpfe into his former vanities 
it is time alone muft ihew ; -«-^but at pre^ 
ieni, diis once gay thoughtlefs rover, 
either is, or affedbs to be, loft to the joys 
he lately was fo fond of, — behaves with 
tlie utmoft indifFerence towards the fair 
iix, — feldom goes to any public place, 
-^ lees Init little cbmpany at home ; gnd, 
in fi»e^ feems to be in every thing the 
ywf rewrfe of wh»t he was. 

This ehange,' together with tile occa- 

^00 of it, was a terrible dKappointmeixt 

to many i flaunting belle who had plum*d 

herfelf on his devoirs 5 but Apaniia and 

Eiutheria were the moft deeply afFefted 

by it ; — both thefe ladie§ had, in fad, 

too liberally rewarded his pretended paf- 

fion not to be overwhelmed with grief and 

fpite at the difcovery of the deception he 

had put upon them, and that the heart 

they had labourM to engrofs, and paid fo 

dear a purchafe for, had been the right 

of another before he had ever fcen either 

of their faces. 

But Apamia, who, befides a gr^at 
fpirit, had a good deal of the coquette in 

her 



i68 thelmifihle^^Y. 

her nature, got rid of the chagrin more 
cafily than her fair rival had the power to 
do ; — that unhappy beauty, finding hcrr 
felf loft to love as well as to reputation, 
grew fick of the world, and retired into 
the country, refolving to return no more 
to a place which had been fo fatal, bot|i 
to her honour and repofe. > 

As to the fitters of the unfortunatp 
.Ariftella, they were feiz'd with the moft 
deep aflSiftion, when they came to know 
the fad.efFcfts their rafli refentment had 
occafion'd •, which m^y fcrve as a warning 
to all perfons not to be over haffyin 
ccnfuriiig aftions, the true meaning of 
which they cannot immediately compre- 
hend. 
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BOOK VI. 



C HA P. I. 

Is dedicated efittrely to the Ladies^ as 
it relates an adventure which nearly 
concerns them to take notice of. 

MONG all , the numerous 
Modes which the wantonnefs 
of luxury has of late years 
introduced into this kingdom 
for the deftroying of time, I 
know of none more fatal to the virtue 
and reputation' of the female fex than 
Mafquerades ; ^ — I mean, as that amufe- 
nient is at prefent conduced. 

Indeed when a feleft company of ladies 

and gentlemen agree among thcmfelvcs, 

Vot. IIL I . w 
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or arc invited by fome perfon of < 
«ion, to divert each other in fuch dii 
^s their fcveral fancies (hall make 
wof, as praftifed in France and fomc 
polite places, the cafe is widely difF 
for there, after paffing a few ho 
mufiG, dancing, and pleafailt railler 
cording to the charafters they a 
the raafks are all thrown afide, and 
one appears fuch as he is 5 — f< 
none will venture to talk or a6t b 
a vizard in fuch a manner, as wl 
ftands revealed, will either reflc6t 
on himfelf, or give offence to th< 
has been entertaining •, — Mafquc 
thus managed, I cannot but allow 
not only innocent but laudable^ 
ments, -as they fcrve to whet the w 
€xhilerate the mind. 

But here, — forry am I to fay 
^e Mafquerade bouies naay wit|i 
priety Enough be caU'd (hops, whc 
portunhies for immorality, prophar 
obfcenity, and almoft every kind oi 
are retailed to any one who will b 
a cuftomer^ and at the low I'a&e of 
and twenty (hillings, the moft abar 
Courtezan, the moft profligate RaJ 
common Sharper, purchates the- 
Jege of mingling with the fifft Pec 



iflfronts both modcfty wd gre«tnefi with 
mpuaity. 

I perceiYC, to my very great fatisfaci- 
ion^ that thore are Xome Ladies^ who, 
touched with a juft fenle of what is owing 
to their dignity, a^e determined not to 
scpoie themfelves any mdre in a place 
iii'herc, if no worfe enfues, the moft lijf 
centious freedoms of fpeech, at leaft, are 
often ofierM to the chaileft ears 9 and I 
am not without hope that the influence 
of their example will prevail on many 
others to do the fame, fo that next feafon 
the aiTemblies at the Mafquerade-houfe 
will be compofed of fuch only as are fit 
19 herd together. 

For the benefit, however^ of the un* 
wy, and thofe who by their fmall ac» 
quaintance in town are ignorant of the 
wage and cuftoms of thefe dangerous 
tamfemedts, it will not be amifs to re- 
kit an unhapoy adventure which I was 
4^tnefs of, and may ferve as a warning 
ll^iU whoare truly innocent and cure 
t^'^remain ib. 

Alexis .and Matilda were the fon and 
^daughter of two gentlemen who lived at 
Ni fmall village near Newcaftle uponTyne; 
^ they had loved each other even before 
I 1 ^WaRX 
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.Either of them well knew what was me 
i}y the paffiop^ :aad as their /underfta 
ings ripen'd, their inclinations incrtJ 
in proportion : -r- hope, for fome ti 
gilded the profpeft of their mii 
.wifhes ; but, when they leaft expeftei 
ilop was put to the confummation b 
ointortunate difagreement happening 
iweeji their parents, 

Alexis was forbid to fee Matilda, 
Matilda ever to think on Akxis; 
thefe commands had little authority 
hearts fo fondly enamour'd as theirs 
xhey formed the mod romantic co 
vances to keep alive the flame with vi 
jeach had inlpir'd the other, fom 
which fuccceded fo well as to enable i 
to continue a tender intercourfe by let 
And even to gain fome private i 

It was the father of Alexis who o 
two had been the moft refraftory, 
he dying a fmall time after, the y 
gentleman found means to recpncile 
lers fo efFettually with the parent 
Matilda, that they at length coofent 
give her to him, and completed the 
pinefs of the equally loving and be] 
pair. 
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•Matilda, whofe every care, and hope^ 
ind joy, had all been centered in her dear * 
A^lexis, had nothing now to wifli' beyond 
»vhat fhe was in poffefTion of> and Alexis 
thought himlelf fo blefs'd, that he even 
defied the power of fortune to give him 
any caufe of difquiet •, — fatal fecurity V 
— ^How little dependance for the future is 
there on the prefent good ? 

They had not long cnjoy*d the fweets 
of this fo-much defir'd union, before Ma- 
tilda, who had never been in London, 
cxprefs'd fome curiofity to fee a place flie 
had heard fo much talk of •, — Alexis,, 
proud to embrace every opportunity of 
giving her pleafure, immediately took 
the hint, and told her he was Teady ta 
conduft her thither as foon as Ihc fhould 
be prepared for her departure. 

Accordingly they {^i out from the 
country, and arrived in London about 
the middle of September ; — Alexis 
took ready furnifliM lodgings, in ahand- 
fome houfc near St. James's, for fi3C 
months, in which time he thouglit he 
fhould be able to fhew Matilda every 
tking worth her feeing in town. 

I 3 K\ei.W 
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Alexis had received his fir ft precepp 
at Wefttninfter fchool, and having no re- 
lations in London, his father requeued me, 
by ktters, to call fometimes at the houfe 
where he was boarded, and have an eye 
over his behaviour ; — I did fo, and the 
advice I gave him being deliver*d not in 
a n>agifterial but friendly manner, the 
lad conceived a very great affcftion for 
me from that time, and has preferved it 
.^yer fince ; — he made me the compli- 
menf of a firft vifit on his coming ^o 
town, —told me how happy he was, and 
begg*d I would be no ftranger to the 
fair perfon who had made him fo. 

I accepted the invitation, and went the 
next day ; — on his prefenting^ Matilda 
to me I was ftruck with the extremeft 
admiration ; for befides a graceful air 
and Ihape, a delicate complexion, fine 
eyes, a let of the moft lovely features I 
ever faw in one face ; and, in fine, every 
thing that could conftitute a perfeft beau- 
ty, there was fuch a fweet fimplicity, — 
fuch a chcarful unafFe<5led innocence 
ftione through the whole, and brighten'd 
every gmce, that I was in a manner 
dazzled, and could not forbear crying 
out witK Carlos in the play, 

^* If 
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• If the face be the index, of the rnind^ 

* She has a tlioufand treafur'd virtues 

* there. 

Alexis was quite tranfported at thr 
tokens I gave of my approbation of the 
choice he had made ;• — the charming. 
Matilda feem*d alfo highly pleas'd \ but 
I could eafily perceive fhe was not fo 
through the vanity of hearing any praifes 
on herfelf, but meerly becaufe her dear 
Alexis was juftified in the opinion of: 
one whom flie faw he loojk'd upon as his* 
friend,. 

But how great foever the fatisfadlotv 
was which this happy couple received 
from my behaviour towards them, t 
think it could fcarcc exceed what I felt. 
in my own bofom, on finding fo perfect 
a harmony, fo uncounterfeited a tender- 
ncfs, fo warm an affeftion, reciprocally^ 
given and paid between . two ' perfons 
united in the manner they: were, and^ 
whofe love was not built on partial in- 
flinatlon, but on the real merits of each*; 
other, and confirmed by the ftrongeft 
principles of rcafon, , vittue, , and mora- 
lity. 

L 4.. Alexii^ 



176 The Invifible Spr. 

Alexis had never been but or 
London fince he went from fchoo 
confequently knew but few peopfe 
us for MatikJa, (he was entirely a ft 
to every body here, — yet both oi 
having all they wifliM for in each 
neither fought after or defir'd to 
any new acquaintance, but kept : 
together, and never wanted a thir 
fon of their party. 

As the foJe excitement Matilda \ 
take a journey to London, was to j 
her curiofity with the fight of it, 
was no eminent ftrudhire or place c 
to which (he was not condufted 
endearing hufband ; — he earry'd 
the Royal-Exchange, the Towei 
Cathedral of Paulas, the Palace 
James's, the Parliament Houfe, an 
legiate Church of St. Peter*s, 
jminfter. 

I accompanied them in the laft 
tioned tour, where, as we were w 
and taking a fui:vey of the venerab 
numents of theiJluftrious dead, it j 
me miich to obfervc the particular 
fhe took, above all others, of the 
of that princefs of England, who, 
her royal confort -^^as wounded 
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poifon*d arrow in the Holy Land, and 
no other means remained for his recovery 
but by fucking out the venom fromf the 
bleeding orifice, willingly undertook the 
tafk, proud to meet an inevitable death 
to preferve the life of a hufband whofe 
fafety was dearer to her than her own, 

' How happy was this princefs, faid the 
' fweet Matilda, in having fuch an oppor- 

* tunity of teftifying her duty and conju- 

* gal afFedion ?'— ' Few women, madam, 
^ anfwer'd I, would think themfeves fo, 

* or make the fame ufe of it fhe did.' — 
' They muft then, returned fhe with 

* fome warmth, have fouls little capable 

* of any fincere tendernefs, or of a juH 

* fenfe of What is owing to that myfte- 

* rious union, which makes the hufband 
' the far better part of the wife." 

Alexis had too much love and gratis 
tude in his nature not to reply to wliiit 
flic faid, in terms which Ihew'd how 
^\ deeply he was touched with it, and would 
r^l doubtlefs have expatiated much longer 
tv upon the theme,, it tiiey had been in any. 
sfcl other place. 

^1 

3itii After having made her better ac- 

iA quainted with every thing in this Me- 

jj'l tropolisj than many can pretend to be 

oc'-l ' 1 5 wha • 
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who have pafs'd their whole lives upon 
the fpot, he went with her to Hampton- 
Court, Windfor-Caille, Kenfington, and 
the royal Hofpitals of Greenwich and 
CheUea, and alfo to feveral fine Villas on 
the banks of the river ; — it would be 
endlefs to repeat the various excurfions 
they made^ fo I fhall only fay, that there 
were nothing omitted to be (hewn to her 
which mi^t either enlarge her ideas or 
entertain her fancy. 

A new fcene of diverfions open'd as 
the winter feafon came on \ — Flays, 
Operas and Mafquerades now began to 
attraft the attention of all who would be 
thought polite ; — the two firft of thcfe 
amufements Matilda was not altogether a 
• ftranger to, having often fcen fomewhat 
like them afted by (Iroling companies in 
the country ; but fhe had not the Icaft 
notion of Mafquerades, and the litde 
account Aleiis was able to ^e her, ma- 
king her more impatient to know what 
fort of entertainment they afforded, it 
may be eafily fuppofed, by what has 
been, already laid, that io indulgent a 
hulband would not fuffer her to continue 
long in fufpence ; — it may be too, that 
he had fome curiofity of his own to 
gratify in this point, having, it feems, 
never been at a Mafqucrade himfelf. 

Tickets 
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Tkjccts accordingly were piifi'cliafed, . 
and mafqucing habits hired ; — ^I hap- 
pen'd to make a morning vifit the day 
they were to go^ and found Matilda very 
bufy in ornamenting a littte Hat'and^ 
Grook ; — the moment I entered the 
room Ihe told me, with the gceateft plea- 
fure in her countenance, that- Ihe was to-- 
be at the Mafquerade that night, and was 
to aflume the charaftcr of a Shepherdefs 5 / 
I reply *d, that flie could not take upon ^ 
her one more fuitable to her youth and \ 
innocence : — we then fell into fome dif- 
courfc concerning Mafqueradcs \ — Alexis^ 
would fain have perfuaded mc to accom-- 
pany them, but I excufed myfelf in the 
words of an old blind fidler, who was ip 
the ftrcets when I came in, playing and; 
fiogi^^g !to his inftrument thele lines : 

^ In youth when I did love,— did love-a^. 

• Methoughtit was wond'rous fweet-aj 
**But now I am old, threefcore and 

* above-a, 

* To be grave is wondVous meet-a.* 

' If you have no better excufe th^riv 

* this, cry'd Alexis laughing, it will not 

* ferve your turn/ — * I do not know, . 

* indeed, whether it will or noty \t^\Y^ 

' J, for wbe/i old peop'c alQ^ \o A>t ^^^ > 

L\.6 ^\.V^^i 



difti 

had 
roc 

CO 

re 

1< 



1 go 7y&^ Invifible Spy. 

• they ought to do it under a malk, to 

• prevent being laugh'd at by the young', 
^ — but I have another reafon, added I, 

• which will admit of no objeftion ; —1 

• am both to dine and fup with fomc 

• friends/ 

This was, in effe(5l, no falfe pretence, 
for I really had an engagenient upon my 
hands, which to comply with, I took my 
leave of Alexis and Matilda much fooner 
than I fiiould otherwife have done. 

The company I went to breaking up 
about ten o'clock, whieh was fomewhat 
fooner than I had expefted, it came into 
my head, in fpite of the little liking I 
ever had to Mafquerades^ to ftep in and 
fee how Matilda, who had n®t been ac- 
cuftom'd to any great affemblies, would 
behave among fuch a mingled rout. 

In things of fmall confequence I fel- 
dom gave myfclf the trouble of a fecond 
thought, fo, purfuing this ftart of curio- 
fity, I went to a Habit-fhop, put on a 
Domine, and hafted to that babel of 
hurry and confufion. 

It was no difficult matter for me to 
difcover tke pttfovi^ \ fcw^t. after, as 1 
kpew tht drtffit^x\ve^ ^^^^ \s\ \ — W^^^V 

4^- N 
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diftinguifli'd *the beautiful Shepherdefs, 
and her hufband by the blue Domine I 
had feen lying on a table in his dining- 
room : — I perceived there were many 
eyes upon Matilda ; for tho* her face was 
concealed, her lovely hair, which with a 
(ludied iiegligence hung in ringkts -almoft 
to her (houlders, her alabafter neck, her 
lovely fhape and fprightly air, had fome- 
what in them fufiiciently attractive. 

But rfiere was one who above all the 
reft feem'd particularly attentive to her 
motions, — he was in the habit of a 
Huntfman, a charafter which I after- 
wards had reafon to fay to myfelf fuited 
very well the intentions he had in his 
k?ad that night : — which way foever 
Matilda turned he took care not to lofc 
fight of her ; but as fhe kept clofe to 
Alexis, neither he nor any one elfe had 
an opportunity of fpeaking to 'her, 

I hover*d as near them as I could 
without being taken notice of, and it 
gave me a good deal of diverfion, to fee 
the furprife this innocent country lady 
teftified at hearing the freedoms with 
which fome people, who feem'd to be 
perfedl ftrangers, accofted each other ; — 
one incident in particular, which thoV it 
had nothing extraordinary in it at. a Maf- 

querade. 
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qucradc appeared: wonderful to her •, — 
it was this : . 

A Hermit; with more furrows on his 
vizard than an an acre of ploughed iai^^ 
and a beard a foot and a half long, ttung- 
led with the thickeft of the aflembly, and 
leaning 'on his ftick and looking round 
him, cry'd out with a voice conformable 
to his decrepid appearance :, — « Vanity! 
• — vanity! — oh vanity of vanities!* 
This exclamation drew a good deal of 
laughter, but no reply, ^till a fmart lady, 
drefs'd in a Spanifh Bonaroba, gave him 
a flap . on the flioulder, and faluted him 
in thefe terms ; 

Ladyi « Well> ^^^ my good father^ 
•^ Saniftky, what makes that venerable 
« beard of yours out of your cell at this^ 



* time of night ?* 



Hermit. ' I came to warn fiich wan- 

* ton minxes as you of your follies ; — - 

* to warn you of the dangers of the flefh 

* and blood > — to bid you leave off your 

* Jellies,, your Eringos, your Ratifee, and 

* your Viper-wine ; — to bid you mor»- 

* tify your carnal thoughts, and dApe- 

* nance in cooling herbs ^ and fouilain 
•water* ; 



b 
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Lady. ^ * Pray,, is Arbor-Vitae among 

* your regimen of fimples ?* 

Hermit. « Yes, I have one root •, but 

* I never prcfcribe it without knowing 

* the complexion and conftitution of the 

* perfon.* 

Ladf. * What do you think of mine ?*' 

Hermit. * Firft let me know the 

* the Symptoms.* . 

Lady. * As how ?' < 

Hermit. ^ I will trU you/ 

With thefe words he drew her apart 
from the company, and after a Ihort 
converfation between themfelves, went 
^away together, — at which Matilda, who 
had loft no part of their behaviour, was 
fo aftonilh'd that fhe could not forbear 
cxprcfling herfelf to her hufband on that 
occafion in terms which made the Huntf- 
man, and fome others who were near 
enough to hear what fhe faid, laugh 
h^ar^ at her fimplicity and ignorance 
of vppi^ce fhe was in. 
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Prefently after, a gentleman crofling 
the room with his mafk in his hand, was 
known to Alexis, who on fight of him 
cry*d out to Matilda^ 

Alexis. * Look yondcH, my dear, — 

• there is mr. Freeman ; — I never heard 

• a fyllable of his being in town ; — I 

• will juft ftep to him and tell him where 

• we lodge ; -«- do you fit here 'till I 

• come back.' 

He then feated her on a bench, and 
went haftily after his friend, who had 
pafsM into another room ; — I now 
doubted not but that the Huntfman 
would fnatch his opportunity of entertain- 
ing Matilda, but I left fight of him in an 
inftant ; — he vanifh'd, as it were, from 
the place and I faw hinv no more ; — the 
fair Shepherdefs, however, was not to re- 
main neglefted, — I found feveral were 
advancing towards her, one of whom was 
the moft grotefque,. as well as difagrce- 
able figure I ever beheld v — his fta- 
tuVe was far from what could be call'd 
tall •, but the circumference of his carkafs 
exceeded that of any three men in the 
whole aflembly ; • — his legs look'd like 
the pillars of a church porch, and when 
he mov*d, were at fuch a diftance from 

each 
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each other, that a boar of a moderate 
fize might eafily pafs between them with- 
out being incommoded ; — he had oa 
the habit of a Turkifh Bafhaw, which was 
the worft, indeed, he could have chofe^ 
— his huge ears, difcover'd by the fhwt- 
nefs of his turbant, hung «poh his fhoul- 
ders, as did the wallets under his chin 
upon his breaft : — in a word, he could 
have no deformity that the drefs he was 
in did not fhew to advantao;e. 



'*o^ 



This enormous creature had no fooner 
reachM the place where Matilda fat, than 
he threw himfelf down by her on the 
bench, and accofted her with language 
which I fhould never forgive^ my felf, nor 
expe<5l to be forgiven by my reader, to 
repeat ; — but I was glad to find, by the 
whifpers of fome people behind me, that 
inftead of a gentleman, as I at firft took 
him for, he was no other than a Bully at 
a certain noted Brothel in Coven t-Garden, 
and was known about town by the name 
of Lumper-Hammock. — See, ladies, 
what company you expofe yourfelves to 
at a Mafquerade ; — thofc, however, who 
give tickets, and drefs up fu:h wretches 
to make a party among you, deferve 
little of your favour, 

I can- 
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I cannot pretend to fay whether this 
fellow was cncourag'd by any other per-. 
fon to behave to Matilda in the manner 
he did, merely to put her fpirits into a 
hurry, or whether he was inftigated to it 
only by his o\j(n impudence and bruta- 
lity of nature ; but whatever it might be, 
the fituation of that poor lady was great- 
ly to be pitied ; — (he movM by little 
and little as far from him as the bench 
would give her leave ; but he ftill fol^ 
low*d, and would needs keep clofe to her 
and nerfecute her with his ribald dif- 
courfej — fometimes (he got up, and 
looked round to fee if her hufband were 
coming to her relief 5 then iat dowa 
s^ain, aot dating to leave the place fbr 
fear of mifllng him ; but all the time 
ihew'd tokens of the utmoft agitation of 
mind. 

At length the blue Dominc appear'd, 
on which (be ftarted from her feat, and 
running to him, cry'd, — ' Oh, my dear, 
^ I am glad you are come.' — He only 
reply'd, in a low voice, — * Ay, ay, — 
* let us' be gone ^ — and taking her by 
the hand led her haftily away. 

I pleas'd myfelf with the thoughts of 
having feen Matilda fafe under the pro- 
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tcftion of her hufband, and was equally 
fo iJiat lie had difcover'd little approba- 
tion of the Mafquerade, by his leaving 
it at a time when the diverfion was at it» 
full height, and more company were 
coming in than going out. 

But the fatisfadlion I enjoy *d in both 
ihefe points vanilh'd in a moment v — 
Alexis return'dj — his maflc was now ofi^ 
and he pafs'd direftly to the place where 
he had left Matilda, — then flarted back, 
— confufion and furprife overfprtad his 
face ; — he threw his eyes wildly round 
the room, then ran through every part of 
it, and without confidering how much 
he expofed himfelf to the ridicule of that 
giggling affembly, alk'd firil of one and 
then of another, if they had feen a Shep- 
hcrdefs in green and filvcr, and if thty 
knew what was become of hen 

This flruck me with an infinite con- 
cern, as it made me know Matilda had 
been deceived by the fight of the blue 
Domine, and in fpitc of my unwillingnefs 
to let him (ee I had come to a place where 
I had refufed to accompany him, was jufl: 
ftepping forward to inform him of what 
had happened, when a lady hearing his 
enquiries fpokc to hinv in thefe terms : 
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Lady. * Sir, the lady I faw with you in 

• the drefs you mention, went away a little 

• while ago with a gentleman in a blue 

• Domine, much the fame as your own.* 



c 



Jlfxis. « Oh heavens ! — what curft 
miftake is this I* 



In uttering this excTamation he flew 
out of the room like lightning, without 
flaying to thank the lady for the intelli- 
gence fhe had given him ; — I followed 
as faft as I could, in order to fee what he 
would do, and found him at the door of 
the houfe, encompafs*d with Hackney- 
Coachmen, Chairmen and' Link-boys, 
among whom he was vainly endeavouring 
to get fome account of his lollShepherdefs -<, 
— one of thecn, it feems, had faid he 
faw a lady in the habit he defcrib'd go 
into a coach with a gentleman, but could 
tell nothing either of the figure of the 
coach or where it was ordered to drive. 

It will not be difficult for any one who 
is a hufband, and who loves hi« wife, to 
judge of what Alexis muft fufFer in fiich 
a diftrafting circumftancc : — It was very | 
evident to him that his dear Matilda had I 
been carried off, but by whom, or to I 
what place, were things which feem'd al- 

^^tbefJ 

\ 
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:ogether impoCGble for him to difcover ; 
and wanting the means either to prevent 
lier ruin or his own diflionour, or to take 
vengeance on the ravifher for the injury- 
he had done to both, could but fill him 
with refleftions almoft equally ftabbing as 
the injury itfelf : — finding no informa- 
tion could be gaiit*d in the place where he 
was,' he withdrew from the crowd, as I 
fuppofe, to confider . what method he 
ftiould purfue -, for he continued in a fix'd 
pofture for the fpace ef two or three mi- 
nutes at leaft, leaning againft fome rails 
before an adjacent houfe. 

My heart bled for him; and if I had 
been capable of oflFering him either advice 
or confolation, would not have kept at 
the diftance I did -, but the accident that 
h^d happened wa^ without a remedy, and 
I had often obferv^d, that *to preach up 
moderation in the firft gufts of paflidn 
ferve but to inflame it more. 

I thought there were no meafures he 
could take that night, yet imagining he 
had fomething in his head, wasf defirous 
of feeing what event his cogitations wduld 
produce, — I therefore laid hold of' the 
opportunity I now had of ftepping be- 
hind the cover of a hackney-coach in 
waiting, and girded on my Belt of Invi- 
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fibiUcy» which I always carried in mf 
pocket, in cafe any ^\x% (hould fall in 
my way to giv« me cccafipn tx> m^t \j& 
of it. 

The influence of my Yalurae ^h had 
but juft taken effc<5t^ by being warm u{> 
on my body, when Alexis rouz'd himfclf 
out of the refvery be bad been in, and 
walk'd very faft up (the ftreet •, — I kept 
pace with him *cill he came to the hodt 
where he lodged ; — the door being 
opcn*d by his own footman, who (at up 
for him, — * Is my wife come home, 

• cryM he ?• — the fellow anlwering in 
the negative, and fecming fomewhat fur- 
prifed at the queftioni he threw himfclf 
iMo tjie parloiir, faying to himfelf: 

^Uxh. * Bow mad a hope did I ca- 
< certain^ that fhe might haver found fome 
*> means to elcape the hands of her ra* 
« vifiier, and been here before me ? — 

• No, -^ na, — *^isimt)olDble ; *— the 
f villain doubtlefs will fecure- his prey : 

• — ctirs*d» curs'd Mafquerade, invent* 
« ed by the fiendi^ for the deftru&ion ©f 

• virtue/ 

While he was thus fpeaking he tore off 
hi^ Domine^ with ^^ies not to be ex* 

prcf$*d, 
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prefs'd^ and ftamp^d it under his fcct ;— 
then turning to his fervant went on thus : 

jiltxis. * William, your miftrcfs is 

* run away with, — ftolen from me by 

* fomc villain in a Domine like my own j 

* — * Ihc is loft for ever utilcfs immediate- 
*^ ly Kcover'd; —r fly this minute to 

* every Tavern and Bagnio you can think 

* on, *— defcribe her habit, — enquire 

* i£ fuch a one with a perfon in a mue 

* Domine enter'd there ; — be gone 

* this inftant, while I run ta a Juftice of 
< the Peace, and get a warrant to fearch 
^ ia all iufpe&ed places/ * 

fViliiam. * What part of the town, 

* fir, do you think it..moft Tikely I ihall 

* hear of her ?* ^ 



, Jlesis. * Alas 1 am as ignorant of 
^ that as you ; -^-^ but aU parts muft be 

* fearch*4 y ^^^ fly then^ good WUIiam ; 

* and, do you hear, aflc every Haduiey'- 

* co^cbman you meet wkh if be fet any 

* fuch perf<ms down» and where; -— 

* away, I fay, — ftay not to confider,— 
^ a moment may confirm her ruin and 
^ tny diflionoar/ 



The fellow obey'd wkbout nu^iogany 
farther reply ; but, I pcrcciv'd by hii 

coun- 
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countenance, was not very well com 
with the errand he was fcnt upon 
Alexis went out of the houfe at the 
time he did, in order to have recou 
a Magiftrate in this exigence, as h( 
faid he would, 

• I had no inclination to follow ^ 
mailer or man, on an expedition ^ 
promised fo little fuccefs, therefore 
all the hafte I could to my own s 
ment, very much fatigued in body 
much more fo in mind, at the unj 
nate miftake poor Matilda had fallen 
and which I had all the reafon i 
world to fear would be attended wil 
moft dreadful confequences. 

C H A P. II. 

Contains the conclufion of a narrc 

which lam certain there is one 

fon in the world who cannot 

without beir^ fiW d with the 

' poignant remorfe^ unkfs he is as 

' ioallfenfe of, humanity as ofho% 

'TpHE concern I was under, on ac 

^ of. the accident I had juft 

from being a witnefs of, would fuffi 
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to enjoy but little . repofe the remaining 
part of that night \ — I could not think 
it prafticable that the meafures Alexis in- 
tended to take, or, indeed, any he could 
poffibly purfue, would enable him to re? 
cover his dear Matilda ; at lead *till it 
was too late to fave her from dilhonour, 
and trembled for the efFefts which dcfpair 
on fuch an event might probably occa- 
fion, both in one and the other. 

^ My impatience to know if Matilda 
^ was yet come home, or if. the refearches 
:| of Alexis had gain'd him any informa- 
r tkm concerning her, made nie relblve to 
go to his lodgings in the niornitig •, but 
whetTier I Ihould makd this vifit in my 
Vifible or Invifible Capacity I was for 
fome timd at a lofs ; — • at laft it feem'd 
uioft eligible to appear in propria psrfona^ 
as if I came only to a(k fome queftions 
^«:oncerning the Mafqueradci and how 
they approved of that diverfiou^ as it was 
ttc firft time they partook of it; and 
i^Hb to take no notice of iiiy being ap* 
I^ized of any thing had happened there, 
Unlcfs he related it to me himfelf, which 
1 did not much doubt of his doing. 

On m'y knocking at the door it was 
sn'd by mrs. Soberton, for fo the 
itlewoman of tl^ houfe was call'd ; — 
Vol. hi. K a^ter 
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aftjer a (hort apology for the trouble I 
given her, I afk*d if Alexis or his 
vrerc yet ftirnng ; to which, with a 
rowful countenance and tone of voice 
rcplyM r 

Mrs. SQlirtan. * Oh, fir, the ftrar 

* accident, -«- the faddeft misfortune 

* ever was has happened; •-— I wilh 
^ had been here Im night, or fbme j 

* body, to comfort the poor gentlen 

* for indeed I am afraid Jic wiH go 

* fide himfelf.* 

I afFeded a very great furprizc on h 
ing this exclamation, and defir*d 
Vould explain berfeif, if what fhe fee 
fo full of was no fccret 5 — . flic i 
made me this anfwer : 

Mrs. Sclerlon. * A fecrct ; -^^ no, 

* it can be no fecret to all the town, Q^ 

* lefs to one lb much a friend to the 

* mily as you are : -^ be pkasM to^ 

* in and I will tdl you all ; -^ I m 

* all that is in my power, for Heaven < 

* knows what the end will be. 

In fpeaking thefe laft words flie th 
the parlour door, which was then 
fhut, wide open to give me a more o 
modious entrance j — ^ I wirot int 

~ . - '^ . . t 1 
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was fitting by the fire-fide an old 
eman who lodg*d in the fecond floor 
c fame houfe; — he was a fj^irewd 
, but no great favourer of the wo- - 
> as I afterwards found by his dit 
fe. 

frs. Soberton had no fooner drawn a 
•, and obliged me to be feated, than 
began to tdl nie that Matilda had 
r. carried off fronr the Mafquerade ; ~ 
her huiband was in die utmoft di- 
liorion miffing her 5 — the means he 
made ufe of to find where (he was 
:eal'd ; but that all hitherto had been 
eftual, tho* hiqifdf and fervant had 
I half over the town in fearch of her, 
I a thoufend particulars which I either 
fr already or could eafily guefs at; 
added, at the clofe of her long detail, 
eircumftance which I fuppofe Ihe 
ight very material, -r- that the door 
ler houCb had never been fliut a quarter 
in hour together for the whole night, 
that none of die family cpufd get a 
k df fleepi 

had fcarce time to exprefs the trouble 
as in for my friend's misfortune, when 
old gentleman took up the word, and 

I. 

K 2 Qli 
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. Old {gentleman. * It is a very ugly ac? 

* cident, indeed, which way foevc^il 
^ came about, and I am heartily forry.for 

* Aiexis ; — but it fhews what vexations 

* men are liable to bring upon themfelv^ 

* by marrying with theie gay fine young 
f women/ 



Mrs. Sohrton. I pfoteft ypu are the 

* faddeft gentleman I ever knew in rayiife, 

* — always againft the poor womco,— as, 

* if wc alone were in fault for every 
« thing ; — I know there arc error^ifopicr 
^ times on both fides ; but take it in the 

* general, am very confident that if the 

* men were not more to blame than we 
.« are, there would not be fo many nn- 

* happy marriages : — as for the lady ia 
« queftion, my lodger, I believe there is 

* not a fweeter, better conditioned, andi 
.* more modtft creature breathing, qior^ 

* one that loves her hufband more.* 

I join*d mrs. Soberton with fome 
warmth in the vindication of Matilda's 
charafter j and added, that I knew her 
Jncapablc of being guilty of any thing 
to forfeit it -, — to which the, old gentle- 
man reply'd : 

O/i 
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Old Gentleman. < It may be as you 
fay, — her inclinations may be perfeftly 
good and virtuous, — God forbid f . 
Siould harbour any thoughts to the 
contrary •, — but what bufinefs had flie 
at the Mafquerade ? — if women would 
ftay at home, and mind their fpinning 
arid their needle, as in former days, 
none of thefe mifchiefs would happen ; 
^but they muft be gadding abroad, and 
provoking temptations they are not al- 
ways able to refift. — One of our Poets, 
Otway I think it was, in my ppinion, 
^has a mighty pretty fentiment on this 
matter •, — if L remember right his 
Worfls are thefe r 

?Voman to man firft as a blefling given, 
^hen innocence and love were in theilr 

prime : 
?iappy a. while in Paradife they lay s 
ftut quickly woman long'd to go aftray ; 
Some foolifh new adventure needs muft 

prove, 
KnA the firft Devil (he faw (he changed 
' her love. . . 

^ I was too much of the ftm6 mind with 
Ihis gentleman, as concerning Mafque- 
rades, to fay any thing in the behalf of 
thofe entertainments •, but urg*d in dc. 
K 3 few:^: 
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fence of Matilda's conduit in this p< 
that being a country lady, dcfirou 
.feeing eveiy thing in Lx>ndon, and \ 
i«^ith her hufband, flie could not be 
j)rehehfive of any kind of danger ^ 
binder hi^ protection. 

He either was, or had complail 
enough to feign himfelf convinced b] 
arguments I ofFer'd ; after which I 
jny leave v but juft as i was fteppinj 
of the door I law Alexis enter, or r 
his ghoft, for he appear*d more liki 
fhadow than the real fubftance ol 
Hving friend •, — he Cduted me^ how 
with his ufual freedom and poiitcA^s 
when we came into the dining-room 
braced me, and began the recital o 
misfortune in this pai^etic exclamati^ 

Jle^h. * Oh, my friend, I am 

* done ! — ruin'd, I fear, for ever 
^ the author, giver and partaker o 

* my happinefs is loft ! *— torn fron 

* by fome lalcivious, fome inhuman 

* lain 5 and him whom yefterday yoi 

* held the moft bleft of men, you 

* fee the moft accursed, moft wret 
^ and forlora of all created beings !' 

He then proceeded to inform me 
well a$ the diftradion of his thou 

wc 
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would give him leav^j, of the method he 
had taken for the recovery of his loft trea- 
fore ; — how he had pafsM the whole 
night and that morning in fearch for her 
in every place to which he could imagine 
ihe might have been carry'd, and that 
hitherto all his enquiries had been entire- ' 
ly fruitlefs* 

While he was fpeaking his fervant 
ca^ti^ in, — he afk'd haftily if he had 
nmt with any fuccefs •, to which queftion 
tlie fellow anfwering in the negative, hi's 
agonies redoubled, and never did defpair, 
and rage^ and grief, except in the cafe of 
fuicide, produce more violent efFefts than 
what r now beheld in him- 

Common compafllon and good^nature,, 
without the affiftance of that friendftiip I 
had for him^ would have obliged me to 
Bvake ufe of my utmoft endeavours to 
aflwage his ibrrows ; though, indeed, the 
Dccafion of his diftrei^ was of fo nice and 
delicate a kind, as rendered it very dif- 
ficult to fay any thing to the purpofe/ 

Perceiving he had no thoughts of giving 
over his unavailing rambles^ *till he had 
gain'd fomc intelligence concerning h^r^ 
r told him, that, in my opinion, there 
was but little probability of benefiting 
IL 4, himfeif 
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himfclf by thofe means ; that in an age 
which paid not mu^h regard either to 
love or honour, he would only expofe 
both himfeif and wife to the cenfures of 
a fneering town, and perhaps alfo make 
the ravi(her more careful to conceal his 
prize. 

This feeming to have fome weight 
w"\th him, I added, that I believ'd I ■ 
could point him out a way which afford- 
ed a greater profpedt of fuccefs than the 
-one he had determined to purfue \ * — on 
which he cry'd out to me to acquaint 
him with it. 

I^then advifed him to put an advertfe,- 
ment in one of the Daily Papers, defcribing 
the (hape and ftature of Matilda as near as 
poITible, with all the particulars of the 
habit Ihe had on, and offering a hand- . 
fome reward to any one who fliould give 
information of the place at which fhe 
alighted out of a Hackney-coach, in com- 
pany with a gentleman in a blue Domine, 
betwceri th^ hours of twelve and one at 
night: — ' This you may do, faid I, 

* without mentioning any name, except 

* that of the perfon to whom fuch intel- 

* ligence may be brought ; — and 'tis very 

* likely that either the Coachman wha 

* carry'd her, or fome one who might be 

* about 
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' about the door where Ihe was fet down, 

* or even the fervants of the houfe will,. 

* for the fake of the gratuity, make that . 

* difcovery which all your perfonal en- 

* quiries might not be able to obtain.* 

I had no fooner ended than a fudden 
dawn of chearfulnefs gleam'd upon his, 
languid face, and to (hew how much be 
approved of the thought I had communi- 
cated, took pen and paper and imme- 
diately wrote in almoft the fame terms I 
had exprefs'd it \ fpccifying, at the fame; 
time, a coffce-houfe where the reward 
Ihould be paid on the requefted intelli- 
gence being brought. 

To keep up his fpirits, after the adver- " 
tifement was fent to the printer, I re- 
peated the hopes I had that the fuccefs 
would anfwer, - — on which he reply'd, 

Mexis. * Yes, my dear friend, the 
« fufpence I labour under is fo exquifite 

* a torture, that 1 would wilh to piit an/ " 

* end to it, though by the mgft cruel, 
^ the dabbing certainty, — according to^ 

* the Poet's axiom, that in all misfortunes 

To know the worft is fome degree (f 
eafe. - . • /; 
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He could not utter thefe laft words with- 
out a figh which feemM to rend his very 
heart-ftrings -, •— then ftarting fuddeflly 
from his feat he cry*d out with the tx- 
tremeft vehemence, 

jfiixis. * Oh, Matilda ! — niy poor 

* Matilda ! -^ what would I m>t giw to 

* purchafc an opportunity of reven^g 

* thy fad undoing !* 

Finding trow that he was beginning tt) 
fel^e irtto his former agonies, I made ufe 
of my utmoft endeavours to bring him 
to believe what, indeed, I could not be- 
lieve my felf, -r- that there was a probabi- 
lity that hi§ wife might in reality fuffer 
ho * more from this adventnrre than the 
rright it muft necefiarily have put her 
into ; and that as it could not be doubt- 
ed but that her vhtue would tcfift all the 
temptations could be oflFer'd, fo the fame 
virtue would alfo enable fier to triumph 
over the attacks of brtital Violence. 

I enforced ^hat J faid tmon this fcort 
With all the examples Iliad ever read of, 
«r at leaft could remember, 4n relarion 
to ladies who had the good fortune to 
make converts of their mtended raviihers, 
and turn what was meant for their diflio- 
MHlr uUQ ^ir gjiory \ and was at length 
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fo far fuccefsful in this attefmpt,;as to in* 
fpire him with a half bopfe that: Jiig ^ej^f 
Matilda might poflibly rcturni unvio* 
laced. 

Having. gaiji*d this point, I prtvmVd: 
ofi him to take ibme refrefhment, .which 
he could not but ftand in great neod .of,, 
as he had neither eat, nor drank, nor 
Hept in fo many hours ; — at his e^rneft 
requeft I ftaid with him, and partqol^ 
H^hat might be more properly c^ird a 
running, banqwet than a dinner, though, 
by mcs. Soberton's direftions^ elegantly 
enough prepared ; — after this, nature^ 
who will not be denied her rii^s, what- 
ever vejptions may intervene to rob. her 
of them, fpread a certain drowfi^efs upon 
his eye-lids, which I perceiving perfuad- 
ed him to favour, aixj on my promifing 
him to come again the fame evening, or 
the next morning without , fail, he lay 
down on lihe bed, and left ine atjiberty 
to .purfue my inclinations. 

As I had now no e;ngagenient upon my 
hands, :and had not be^n at White's 
Chocolate-houfe for a confiderabje tifne^ 
it -was now my full defign to gp thither, 
and fee what the company were doing ;^ 
Imt as. I had fome very good reafons iwar 
m appeaiT ia that place, 1 fteWsi \^ ^^ 
K 6 W5SL 
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firft nook I found in my way, and put 
on my Belt of Invifibility. 

I wasbut juft equipped, and paflingon 
to my intended rout, when I faw a chair, 
with the curtains clofe drawn, ftop at a 
few paces before me ; — -I (hould have 
taken no notice of this, if one of the fel- 
lows had not lifted up the top, and told 
the perlbn in it, that he had forgot 
whether it were the Red or the Green 
Lamps ; — • the anfwer was given in a 
voice which I prefently knew to be Ma- 
tilda's ; and if I had not fo well * re- 
membered, as I did, the accents, I fliould 
have fufpefted it was no other than her- 
felf, by her faying, — * T.he Two Green 
• Lamps.' 

On finding it was (he, the reader will 
cafily believR I had more curiolity to fee 
the interview between her and Alexisj 
than any thing elfe I could have in my 
head ; — I followed the chair 'till it came 
to the houfe, and on the door being 
opened flipp'd in with . it ; — on her 
alighting mrs.,Soberton r^n out of the 
parlotir, and was beginning to teftify her 
joy at her return, tho* mingled with fome 
demonftrations of furprife to fee her in 
the condition fhe was, which, indeed, 
was deplorable enough •, — her head with- 



\ 
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out any other covering than a handker- 
chief tied carelefly aver her difhrevell'd 
hair, — her garments torn, — her ey^s 
fwell'd with tears, — every feature dif- 
torted, and all the tokens' of diftraftibn 
and defpair about her. 

She made no anfwer to what the good 
gentlewoman {aid, but, after throwing 
fome money to the chairmen, ran haftily 
up ftairs into the dining-room, where 
flinging herfelf on a fettee, — Ihe cry'd 
out, — ' Where is Alexis !' -— to which 
mrs. Soberton, who had follow'd as well 
as myfelf, reply'd, — ' Oh, madam, you 

* cannot imagine what trouble both he 

* and all of us have had on your ac- 

* count.' , 

I know not whether that unhappy lady 
would have declared to mrsv Soberton 
any part of what had befallen her or not ; 
for Alexis, who either had not fallen 
afleep, or was eafily awak'd, heard his 
wife's voice and came flying out of the 
chamber that inftant ; -r- mrs. Soberton, 
^dilcreetly judging that they might . not 
chufe to have a third perfon witnefs of 
their difcourfe, went direftly down ftairs ; 
but the Invifible remain'd, and his wonder- 
ful Tablets reeeiv'd the impreffion of the 
following dialogue between them : 

Mali da. 
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Matilda. * Oh, Alexis, wherefore did 
« yx)u leave me \* • 

JlexiSj ' Wherefore did you leave the 

* place where I dcfir'd you fliould wait 
*. for iny return I* 

Matilda. * I ftirr*d not from it but to 

* follow you, as I then thought.' 

Jlexis. ' Confufion ! — How could 

* you be ,fo miftaken !^ 

Matilda. * Alas I had no apprehcn- 

* Con of the deception put upon me ! — 
« his habit was cxaftly like yours •, -r- his 

* ftature much the fame ; — he Ipoke in 

* a low voice; but if he had not, my 

* fpirits were in too much a^tation at 

* the impudence of a fellow .who had juft 
< before accofted me, to have diftinguifli'd 

.' the difference;' 

^/exis. • Oh, my torn heart 1 — But 

* fay, — who is the villain that betray 'd 

* you ! — Where were you carry 'd !' 

Matilda. * Alas, — the precautions 

* he took has left me ignorant of both', 
f aad all I know is that I am undone.' 

Jlms» 
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Aktcis. * Diftraftion f — undone, and 

* not knowby whom ! nor «vcn in what 
V place the horrid deed was perpetrated ! 

* — all oKaas for Iny revcrige Iwr'd up ! 

* — Yet perhaps I may be able to dif- 

* cover fomething, -n- ipcak theafore, ^^ 
^ tell me tn an inftai&t all the particulars 

* of the ftoryl* 

MaiiU^. * I will, tho* eviery word I 

* !uttef will ftab me to the foul, and in- 
« flift anew the fhocks I have under- 
V-gone.* 

Jleocis. * No prepiH-ations; — be quick, 

* and anfwer my demand at once.* 

Mntilda. * Have >patieDce then ; for 

* while you look io terrible I cannot 

* fpeak/ 

Jlexis. * You cannot think I would 
« hurt you \ -^ ipeaik then, thou wretch- 
^ «d woman, >and break at once4he heart 

* of thy more wretched liufband V 

Matilda. ^ Oh which way (hall I be- 

* gin ! •«- how end !* 

4kxis. * Keep nae MM; on (the rack!' 

Matilda. 
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Matilda. * Soon as I faw the counter- 
terfeit Alexis approach I rofe to meet 
him, and on his bidding me come and 
ftretching forth his hand I gate him 
mine, glad to find myfelf condufted 
from that mingled crowd which I had 
feen too much of to dcfire to continue 
any longer with 5 — we went into a coach 
where I began to tell him how I had 
been affronted by an ugly huge man in 
a Turkilh habit ; but he made no an- 
fwer either to that or any other idle 
prate I entertain'd him with, •'till the- 
coach ftopp'd and he handed me into a 
houfe, the entry of which was full of 
men, who were running backwards and 
forwards with- candles in their hands, 
and feemM very bufy : — I afkM where 
we were going, — he ftill made no 
reply \ but after a (hort whifper to one 
of the fellows led me up Hairs/ 

Alexii.' * 'Sdeath! — -why did yoa 

* go! — then was your time to have 

* cry'd out for refcue !' 

Matilda, ^ What, from my hufband ! 

* — I could not as yet know him from 
' any other than yourfelf: — ^^.I was, 

* indeed/ ia little furpfifed at this beha- 

* viour i b^t imagined it was owing to 

* fome. 
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* fome little whim you had taken into 
' your head, on purpofe to laugh at my 

* fimplicity. — • Being warm with having 

* my maik on fo long, I pluck'd it off 
' as foon as we got into the room, t)Ut he 

* clapp*d it on again ; — a man was then 
« juft entering with a bottle and glaffes 

* in his hand, which having fct down on 
' a table he immediately withdrew -, — 

* my conduder then bolted the door, and 
« running towards me, faid, — *' Now^ 
'* my- angel, I m^y feaft my eye with all 
'* that heaven of beauty, which, while 
^* beneath a cloud, attrafted my- admira- 
** tion, and you behold the man who 
*« from this happy moment devotes him- 
** felf entirely to your charms ;'*— * with 

* thefe words, he took off both mine and 

* his own vizard; — I fliriekM, and 

* furely had fainted with the fright, if an 

* equal proportion of rage had not kept 

* up my fpirits.' 

Alexis. « What faid he then ?* 

Matilda. * A thoufand romantic lyes, 

* - — fuch as I have read in Plays and 
' Novels, which I anfwer'd only with re- 

* vilings, 'till perceiving my juft fcorn 
/ had no effeft upon him I had recourfe 

V to tears and entreaties-, — told him I 

* was a married woman, — that I had a 

' hurt) and 
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^ hufband dearer to me than tny fouU 
^ and by whom I was as much belov'd, 

• and conjured him not to detain me nor 

• attempt to violate the iecred rites of 

• marriage.* 

jilexU. * Did not this move him ?* 

Matilda. ' Oh no, — not in the leaft, 

• the audacious wretch but lau^*d at 

• this remonft ranee, — faid that love, 

• like all other appetites, demanded va- 

• riety •, — that I was a fool, and knew 
« not the true intereft of my fex, but that 

• he would inftruft me better, and make 
y me happy tho' s^ainft my will. 



• 



AUxis. * Execrable Dog 1 — but go 
on*' 

Maiilda. ' You nvay cafily believei 
that he who could 'fpeak fuch words 
would alfo accompany them with aftions 
of the ioi^it nature : ~ I refifted all I 
could, the indecent liberties he. took, — 
caird Heaven and Earth to my aflif- 
tance, but in vain ; — I was at laft over- 
powered : • — in tl>e midft of tears, re- 
proaches, fwoonings, he efFefted his 
brutal purpofe, and made me the moft 
mifcrable of women/ 



I 
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Alexis. * Moft miferable, mdeed ! » — 

* After this, I fuppofe, he would have 
' fufFer'd you to depart ?* 

Matilda. < Can you think me vile 

* enough ^o continue one iiioment in the 

* prcfence of that detefted monfter, when 

* I Was at liberty to leave him ! — This, 

' indeed, , is crueh Oh Alexis ! — I 

^. hate myfelf for what 1 have been corn- 
' peli'd ta fuffer, — do not you hate mc 

* too ? 

Jldxis. * No, M^lda, I never can 

* hate you -, — but ajl the hopes of my 

* eternal peace depend (M a pcrfie6k know- 

* ledge of «very circumftance.' 

Matilda. * His firft pretence of de- 

* taining me was to pcrfuade me to mo- 

* deration % for in thofe dreadful mo- 

* ments, had the means of death been in 

* my power, I certainly fliould have com- 
' mitted fome defperatc deed, either on 

* myfclf or him : — he feign'd a contri- 

* tion for following, as he faid, the dic- 

* tates of an ungovern'd paflTion, and for- 

* cing from me a bleffing which ought 

* to have been the reward only of long 

* and faithful ferviccs ; — but foon I 

* found that all thefe flatteries,— this 
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* counterfeited foftnefs had no other aini 

* than to make me as wicked as he had 

* made me wretched, and feduee me to 

* confent to aid his brutal pleafures/ 

' Jlexis. * Could he have the vani-ty to 
' imagine you believ'd him ? 

Matilda. * All. my fpirits had been 
' before exhaufted ; -^ I had no voice,,no 

* breath to fpeak ; and he, perhaps, in- 
^ terpreted my filenee as a half yielding 

* to his will : — he could not well dif-' 

* cern how much my looks difdainM his 
« fuit ; for tho' it was mid-day, no other 
« light came into the room than what 

* bcam'd through two fmall holes in the 

* window-fhutters ; — he feem'd very 
^ alert, — thre^v open the windows, — 

* unfaften'd the door, and orderM that 

* fomething fhould be got ready to eat ; 

* but when the waiter came in to fpread 
' the table, he obliged me to put on my 

* mafk, faying, — *' You fee; my dear, 
" how careful f am of your reputation, — 
** I hope you will reward me for it/' 

j^/exis. * The loweft hell reward him ! 

* — So then you dined together ?• 

Matilda. ^ Such an attempt would 

* fure have choak'd me ; overcome, in- 

* deed, 
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' deed, with thirft and faintnefs, Ifwal- 

* lowed a little wine mingled with water -, 

* but though he forced me to fit by him 

* at the table, I neither could nor would 

* partake of any thing was there ; — my 

* refufal, however, nor the fight of my 

* diftraftion, damp'd not his appetite, he 

* both eat and drank heartily, and having 

* finilh'd his repafl:, puird me on His 

* knee and faid, — *• By heavcji, in fpit^ 
♦* of all your peevifli obftinacy I like you 
*' above all the women in the world, and 

. ** if you will leave your hufl^and and 
*' confent to be my miftrefs, I have the 
" power as well as inclination to fupport 
^* you in a fafliion equal to that you live 
*' in with the man you are married to, be 
** he of what rank foever." — * I reply'd, 

* with all the refolution I could' muftef 
' up, that I defpis'd his offers as much 

* as I hated himfelf, and would receive- 

* no favours from him but the means of 

* returning to my dear injured huiband ; 

* — -on this he paus'd, but ftill held me 
' faft, and looking earneftly on my face at 
' laft fpoke thus ;' — " Well then, fince.it 
" is lo, and we muft part, let us part 
^* at leaft as lovers fhould do, and if I 
*' never muft hope to fee you more, 
'* (hould be a fool not to make the moft 
*' I can of the prefent opportunity ;" — 

* with thefe words he bore me to the bed^ 
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* and, — oh, Alexis i how fhall I repeat 

* it ! — triumphM a fccond rime over the 
, * feeble refiftance I then had ftrength to 

* make •, — he afterwards ufed no ai^u- 
' mcnts to win me to forgivencfs, but per- ' 

* ceiving the day was near clofed in, feid 

* to me, with a kind of fhcer,' — *• Ma- 
** dam, you fliall be obcyM, — Ihall go 
** home to the huflband you are fb fond 
«* on •,•* * and then rung the bell for the 

* waiter to call a coach ; and when told 

* there was one at the door, tied a hand- 

* kerchief crofs my eyes, I foppofe, to pre- 
« vent my having any knowledge of that 

* fcene of my undoing ; — he led me down 

* ftairs, put tne into the coach, and came 

* in himfelf*, but fpoke little 'tiff wc 

* ftoppM at a place which I think I have 

* heard you fay they call Covent Garden, 

* there let me down, and bid the coach- 

* man drive back to the place where we 

* came from as faft as he could, — I pluck'd 

* the handkerchief off my eyes and threw 

* it over my head, my cap and hat being 
^ loft in the fruitleft , ftrugglrt I had 
« made j — there were feveral chairs, I 

* ftepp*d into the ncareft to me, and was 

* brought home in the deplorable fitua- 

* tion you now fee me/ 

Alexis. * Oh 'tis too much for man to 

* bear ! •— Yet one thing more, Matilda, 
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* — (Jefcribe, as near as pofiibk, the fea- 

* tures and eomplexioh of thia inhuman 

* ravilher/ . 

Matilda. ^ Alas, the horror I was in 

* fi^in the firfb momoit I found myfelf 
^ in tl^ power pf a ftranger hindered me 
' from taking any great notice ; — all 1 

* can fay is, that he had dark eyes, a 
^ clear and ruddy ikin, and though \i\% 
' behaviour render' d him odious to me, 

* with, others I believe he may pafs for 

* handfbmc.' 

Jllexh. * Young I fiippofe.' 

Matilda. ^ About five or fix ^ul 

* twenty, as far as 1 can judge.* 

Alexis. * Had he the appeariancc of a 

* man of rank and fortune ?^ 



c 



Matilda. * Every thing I faw about 
him, which jiroperly belonged to him- 

* felf, befpoke him Aich j — but doubly 

* difguifed. — Did you not take notice 

* of an Huntfman at the Mafqucrade ?* 

yfflrxii. * Yes, and remember he al- 

* ways kept pretty near to us. — Was he 

* the raviiher ?* 

MaVxlitt. 
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Matilda. * The fame ; — he told me 

* that; he bad his eye upon me from the 

* firft moment I came in, and when he 

* faw you left me, ran afid procur'd a 

* Domine as like to yours aa he could get, 

* in hopes I might be, as alas I really 
« was, deceived by that fatal habit.* 

Alexis. * 'Tis well •, — I may perhaps 
' hunt him.* 

The eyes of Alexis feem*d to flafli fire 
while he utter'd thefe words ; — after 
which he flood mufing for fome tiole, 
— then turning to his wife, who ftill fat 
\weeping in the ^fame pofturc . (he had 
thrown herfelf into at her entrance, fpokc , 
thus to her : 

Alexis,. < Rife, Matilda, retire to your 

* chamber and endeavour to compofe 

* yourfelf to reft.* 

Matilda. ' What fo early ? — *cis ncK 
' yet fix o'clock.* 

Alexis. ' No matter, — your condi- 

* tion requires it, — you have wak*d too 

* long, — therefore pray go. ; 

Matilda. " 



T^be IrrSifible Spy. « i 7 

Mutildn. ' Will you come too ?' 

Alexis. ^ Do not expcft me, — I have 

* much to think upon and muft be alone/ 

MaiitSa. 'Oh, Alexis! — *tis as I 

* fear'd, I am ndw grown loathfomc m^ 

* your fighc' . 

Alexis. * No, no, — not io ; but there 

* is a fermentation in my mind which 

* muft have time to fettle, ■— to-mor- 

* row I may be more at eafe j — I 

* pray you then to give me hberty this 
« night.' 

Matilda. * Well, you lliall.be o.bey'd.* 

With this flie took a candle an! with- 
drew ; but with a look and gefture fo 
truly pity-moving, that if a painter had 
been to draw the pifture of Defpair he 
could not have copy M from an original 
more ftriking. 

He then callM for mrs. Soberton, told 
her his wife had been very much frighted, 
and was indifpofed, fo begg'd (he would 
affift her in any thing (he might happen 
to ftand in need of, and alfo that (he 
would order a bed to be got -ready for 

Vol, III. L ' V\m 
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Jiim in another chamber j — fhe reply'd, 
with a great many low curtfies, that (he 
would take care his commands fhould be 
obey'd, and that fhe thoiild think nc- 
thing in her power too mtich to fcrve the 
£ood lady. 

She faid no more, but went out of the 
room, I fuppofe, to do what he requcft- 
ed of her ; — I was about to follow her, 
%ut feeing Alwcis put on his wig, which 
he had pluckM off when he went to lie 
down, thought he was going on fome ex- 
pedition which might be worth my taking 
the pains to explore ; ■^— to this end 1 
flipped down flairs while he was taking 
xip his fword and hat, — got out of the 
houfe* before him, -^ divefted myfclf ol 
my Belt, — became vifibl^, and met him 
fome few paces diftant. 

I told him I was returning ta his lodg- 
ings according to my promife, and affefted 
fome furprife at feeing him abroad ; — he 
fcem'd pleased that he had not mifsM me, 
and repeated, in a few words, the fum of 
. what I have been relating ; adding,, thai 
he now flatter'd himfelf with being able 
to trace out the perfon.who had injur'<J 
him, by the defcription Matilda-had given 
of him, — and then intreated \ would be 
/b good as to accompany him in the 
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•arch he was about to vaikt \ -— to which 
Hqueft I readily confented. 

I found his fcheme wa^, to enquire 
cnpng thofe people wh6 let out dreffes for 
lie Mkfquerade, if any account could be 
;iven of a gentleman who the night be- 
>re bad hir'd firft the habit of a Huntf- 
nan, and afterwards a blue Don^ine : — 
be thing, indeed, feem'd feafible enough 
n itfelf, though it did not anfwer expec- 
ation. — ^ We went to feveral fliops with- 
oit receiving the leaft information; arid 
ill wc could at laft obtain was, that a 
^ntleman, habiced like a Huntfman, had 
rome in a very great hurry for a blue 
Domine, which had not been returned 
till about half an hour before our com- 
ng; — but the nan^ or quality of the 
E>€rfon who hir'd it, the woman jprotefted 
:o usflieknew nothing of. 

Alexis then demanded^ fomewhat hafti- 
ly, who it was had brought it back : — 
Oie fmii*d both at this interrogatory and 
the manner iil whicfe it was made, and re- 
f)ly*d> that flie Was talking to cuflromers 
at that time in the fhop ; but if ihe had 
been lefs engag'd flie Ihould fcarce have 
taken any notice ; — * For, faid (he, pro- 
* vidcd we have our goods again^ atvd?cc^ 
L 2 ^ ^i\^ 
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^'^id for theufc of ihem, it is notour 
* bufiocls to examine any farther/ 

Here ended the fraitlefs icarch of 
Alexis s — he had now no (hadow of 
hope for difcovering the ravilher but in 
the advertifement I had perfuaded him to 
get infcrted in the News Papers, and his 
defpair became fo outragious that it was 
with much difficulty i prevailed upon 
him to go home. 

I went with. him, fearing if he was left 
aJone in the ftreet he might be guilty of 
fome extravagancy ^ — it was one of the 
moft fine- frofty nights I had ever feen, 
.and while we were knocking at the door 
he look'd up towards the Iky, and, with 
a' voice denoting the extremcft bitternels 
of heart, burft into this exclamation \, 

Alexis. * How many thoufand twink- I 
^ ling ftars are there, yet not one among I 

* them all a friend to me or poor undone I 

* Matilda!* 

I went in with him to the chamber 
iiirs. Sobertoii had caufed to be provided 
for him, nor would leave him 'till 1 had 
icen him in bed j — after which I gave 
William a caution not to go to fleep, but 
keep near his mailer and be attentive to 
' • aU 
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all his motions, in order to prevent any- 
fatal efFedl of the prefenc dillradion ol his 
nihid. 

I. (hall not trouble the reader with any 
account of the anxiety I was in at the 
condition in which I had left this worthy, 
though ill-fated pair •, — I (liall only fay, 
it was fuch as made me quit my bed very 
early the next morning, with a refohitioa 
to exert my ucmoll endeavourii for the 
mitigation of their forrows, and, if pof- 
frblc, to reconcile Alexis to a misfortune 
which was without a remedy ; but, un- 
luckily for my defign, a per ion came to 
fpeak with me the moment I was ^oing 
out ; — • the bufinefs which had brought 
him very nearly concern'd me, and fome 
papers which I was objig'd to look over 
detained me 'till almoft twelve o'clock. 

On my arrival at the place where I fu 
much wifh'd to be, I found Alexis juft 
come in before riie ; — he appear'd with 
a countenapce much more composM than 
the night before, but very penfive and 
melancholy ^ — he prefently acquainted 
me, however, with the occafion of his. 
having been abroad > — it was this : 

He told me he had pafs'd the whole 
night in confidering how he ftiould ^a<5t 
L 3 in. 
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in relation to Matilda, and finding it a 
thing inconfiftent with his honour to fufFer 
her to remain in to^jrn after what had 
happened, he refolved to fend her imme- 
diately into* the country, and wasjuftre- 
turn'd from hiring a Poft-chaife for that 
purpofc •, — the reafon he gave for his 
proceeding in this manner was as follows : 

/flfxis. * She cannot remain here and 

* be fhut up, fhe'muft appear fometimes ; 
* — and who can tell but that in fomc 

« unlucicy minute fhe may be feen by the 
*.very villain who has ruin'd her, and 

* who, either through curiofity or the 
*. defire of renewing the gratification of 

* his vicious flame, may difcove'r whofe 

* wife fhe is, and wherever he fees me 

* point me to his lewd companions for 

* the wretch he has made me ?' 



I had nothing to offer in oppofition to 
what he faid on this fcore •, for, indeed, 
I thought it very proper that they fhould 
both retire into the country •, -^ fo re- 
ply*d, that I was glad I had call'd that 
morning, otherwife I fhould not have 
had the opportunity of wifhing them a 
good journey : -^ to which he haflily re- 
joined, — ■ * I fhall not go/ — ' How ! 

* cry'd I, fomewhat furprifed, do you 

* fend away Matilda^ and flay behind 

' your- 



; 
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^ yourfelf I* — A deep Cgh was the firfl: 
aivfwer he gave \ but the teftimony of his 
difcomen.t was prefently fucceeded by 
thefe words : 

Alexis. * Yes, my friend, — flie muft 
' go without me •, — two days ago no- 
' thing was fo precious to me as her pre- ' 

* fence; — I liv'd, indeed, but in her 
' fight; — every glance — every look 

* fhe gave (hot pleafure to my heart v. 
<- — but now, alas! thofe happy mo- 
' ments arc for ever fled, and I can rc- 
' gard her as no other than the ruined. 
' reliques of the woman once fo dear 
' to meJ 

It was in vain I reprefented to him, 
that as I doubted not but he was perfeft- 
ly convinced of the purity of Matilda's 
mind, he ought not to love her lefs for 
the violence her perfon had fuftain'd : — 
he own'd the juftnefs of my reafons, but 
could not prevail on himfclf t^^ go- 
verned by them ; and when I m^ the 
cruelty of fending her fo long a journey 
without any companion to alleviate her 
farrows, he made me this reply : 

Jlexis., ' She docs not go alone, -^ her 

* waiting-maid, who foon after our ar- 

* rival in town was obliged to be. remov'd 

L 4, ^ o^x 
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• on account of the fnnall-pox, is now 

• quite recovered, arid came home laft 
« night ; — this girl has attended Ma- 

• tiJda lor fome years, and 1 know will 

• be very careful of her.* 

While we were difcourfing the chaifc 
came to the door, on which Alexis call'd 
to have the luggage put in, and his 
wife to make herfelf ready : — I afk'd 
him if he thought it proper I fhould take 
my leave of Matilda before her depar- 
ture ; — he reply'xl, that it was a cere- 
mony which he believ'd flie would gladly 
be difpenfed with from receiving, in her 
j)refent unhappy fituation ; — but begg'd 
i wculd ftay in the dining-room 'till he 
had difpatch'd this difagreeable affair. 

With thefe words he went out of the 
room, and I remained where I was ; — ^^in 
lefs than half a quarter of an hour, look- 
ing thro' the window, I faw the difcon- 
folate^^atilda go out of the houfe, fup- 
port'ecRm one fide by Alexis, and on tnc 
other by her attendant ; — I could not 
fee her face, but her motions, and the 
diftrafted air with which (he thre\y herfelf 
into the chaifc, were enough to convince 
me of the extreme wretchedncfs of her 
condition, 

Alexis 



Alexis retufn'd to me in a fituation 
little lefs pity-moving yet could not my 
heart altogether abfolve him for this laft 
part of his behaviour towards Matilda ; 
— it .was now, however, a time to ap 
ply rather balms than corrofives to his 
bleeding and defpairing mind ; I there- 
fore faid every thing in my power which 
I thought might adminifter confolation 
to him ; but all my endeavours that way 
were unfuccefsful, and though I ftaid with 
him the greateft part of the day, had the- 
mortification to leave him as I found him.. 

Oh! had the dark unknown beheld the 
fad efFedls his wild inordinate defires pro- 
duced, he furely could not have fuftain'd 
the fhock, but muft have reveng'd upon 
himfelf the mifchiefs he had brought 
upon two worthy perfons fo lately bkfs'd,. 
fo truly loving and beloved. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Conjifts of fome far tier particulars re- 
lative to the preceding adventure^ 
which came to the jiutbor^s know- 
ledge after the defeature of Matilda 
from London \ nvitb tvso letters wrote 
by that unfortunate lady to her huf- 
band in her exile, which it is heped 
will not be an unwelcome prefent to 
the Public J ejpeciall;^ to thofe who 
have hearts net utterly incapable of 
being affeSied with the woes of others. 

I Am very much afraid that Alexis will 
(land but little juftified in the opinion 
of my fair readers for his cohdudt towards 
Matilda ; -— they will doubtlefs fay, that 
the love he pretended to have for her had 
taken but a (hallow root in his heart, 
when it could be fhaken by a misfortune 
which fhe had no way contributed to 
bring upon herfelf. 

They will, perhaps, alfo add, that after 
(he had with fo much fimplicity, fome 
may think folly too, revealed tp him the 
whole of wl.at had befallen her, it waJ 

not 
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not only unkind, but highly ungenerous 
and cruel in him to abandon her to defpair 
at a time when Ihe had fo much need of 
the tendcreft compaffion and confolation; 

I mufl: confefs, indeed, that thele accii- 
fations have the ftrongeft appearance of 
reafon on their fide ; yet I muft take upon 
me, notwithftanding, to aver, that Alexis 
in this point was influenced by a principle 
which is among the things, which tho* 
we cannot prove to be fo, yet we know in 
fadt are fo •, and how much a paradox 
foever it may feem to fome, Love, when 
in cxcefs, may, on more occafions than 
one, produce the fame efFedls as Hate. 

I know not whether there are many 
ladies would like to be loved in this 
manner ; for certain it is, that it was 
chiefly owing to the too refin'd delicacy 
of riie padion Alexis was poflefs'd of tor 
Matilda that made them both fo great Ijf : 
wretched -, — the thoughts that another j . 
though by force, had reveird in hef 
charms, dcpriv'd thofe charms of all their 
relifli, and ficken'd every wifh. 

When we have been talking together en 
this head, often have I heaixJ hirri, in the* 
utmoft' bittcrnefs of heart, .exj^iefs him- 
ftif in thcfc terms : - - ' ' 
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Aleixs. • I ftill adore her mind \ — 

* I know it all composed of fweeinefs, 

* innocence, and heavenly truth ; — but, 

* oh ! the blemifh caft upon her perfon 

* cannot be wafh'd oflF but with the vil- 

* Iain's blood ; and unlefs fate allows me 

* the means of doing her and my felf that 

* juftice, can never look upon her but as 
' the ghoft of my once dear wife.' 

Finding that to prevail on him to live 
with Matilda as a wife was a thing utterly 
imprafticable, at leaft *till time had a 
little mcllow'd the afperity of his reftnt- 
menty 1 forbore any farther fpeech on 
that head, believing that if a change in 
Matilda's favour (hould ever happen, it 
mull come wholly of himfelf, and not by 
the arguments of another. 

It will be eafy for the reader to judge 
©f how little efficacy the perfuafions of 
any friend could be to move him, when 
thpfe of the tender, the endearing, the 
fo lately ador'd Matilda prov'd in vain, 
which abundantly appear by the many 
letters fhe fent to him after her banifli- 
mcnt, two only of which I got an oppor- 
tunity of tranfcribitig, and here prefent 
them, to the public as a fpecimen of the 
reft. 

The 
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The firft was wrote immediately on her 
arrival at their country feat, and contained 
thefe lines : 

To Alexis. 

" My dear, dear Alexis, 

♦' T Am a fufEcient proof that grief is^ 
" A not fo fatal as fome people would 
*' reprefent it, fince I live to tell you 1 
" am fafely arrived at ******** . — yes, 
<* — I am returned to that once blifsful 
*^ fcene of foft delights, — of pure and 
'^ viituous love ; — but,. oh! that Heaven 
"• is fled, a fad reverfe fupplies its place, 
«* and wherefoever I turn my eyes, hor- 
*' rors inftead of joys rife to my diftradl- 
" cd view \ 

'' I remember that when you turn'd 
*' me from you, youc laft words to me 
«* were, — be comforted, Matilda. . — 
** Alas ! you full well know, that with- 
** out Alexis there is no comfort for Ma- 
*« tilda ; — your prefence is the only 
" balfam can aflliage the tortures of my 
** poor burning, bleeding, agonizing 
** heart ! -7- if then, indeed, you wiih 
" me lefs tlie wretch I am, let me not 
" linger long in a banifliment more* cruel 
" than death ! — quit that detefted town^ 
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" — fly to my relief, and at leaftjoin 
** with me in bewailing what is paft a 
*' remedy. ^ - 

*' But, oh ! — I have too much caiifc 
** to fear you have totally withdrawn all 
" your aflfedtion from me, and am doubly 
'' miferable in a confcioufnefs of being 
" now rendered unworthy to retain it ! — 
** yet had ficknefs, or any other acci- 
*« dent, deprived me of that little beauty 
*' 'nature has beftow'd upon me, and 
*« made me become lame, or blind, or 
*^ crooked, I flatter myjelf you would 
*• have lovM me fl:ill -, ' — you would 
" then have pitied and cherifh'd me in 
*/ your bofom ; — and fure the misfor- 
" nyie that has befallen me was as far re- 
*' mov*d from my feeking as any of thofc 
" I have mentioned could poflTibly be, 

*• I will not, ^however,' anticipate the 
** doom I fo much dread, — will not 
** give way to apprehenfionsdiftrafting to 
" myfelf, and, I hope, injurious to you •, 
** — I know you are generous and juft", 
** and will e;ideavour to afTure myfclf 
** thofe noble principles, even witjfiout 
** the aid of tendernefs, wilknot permit 
" you to hate me, to throw me off for 
** ever, fof my perfon having fufl:ain'd a 
** violence, -to which 1 am ^erfuaded you 
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** are convinced my mind was incapable 
" of confenting : -^ I will believe that 
" you feel all my woes, participate in 
" my angqifh, and that my pen ought 
** rather to flow with words of confola- 
" tion that reproach. 

« Yet if it is ordain'd that we muft 
" both be wretched, let us be wretched 
'' together •, — let us mingle our tears, 
" and interchangeably eccho hack each 
** Others fighs -, — let us indulge defpair, 
*' — recal the niemory of thofe blifsful 
*^ hours we once enjoy*d, — compare the 
•' prefent with the paft, and join in curfes 
** on the bafe, the inhuman author of 
" our mutual woe5 1 

*<^ But whifhef doe^ my inconliderate 
*^ paflion lead me ! — does it becon>e 
" the love, the tendcrnefs, the duty of a 
" wife, to wilh you fliould partake my 
" ruin ! — - no, — fince 1 can no longer 
" contribute to your happinefs, rather 
*^ forget, renounce, abandon me for 
*^ ever r —-Yet, oh! 'tis hard; — my 
** brain grows wild on the rcfkftion ; — 
'^ I can proceed no farther. — Pity me, 
^ my moft dear, my moft ador'd Alexis ! 
u pity, -^ oh pky, 

" The undone, 

'* The loft M^TlL^^^ 
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*' If thefe diftrafting lines have any 
*< power to move your foul! — if any 
*» remains of foft compaffion towards me 
•* flill dwell within your breaft, write to 
«* me by the firft poft ! — fix, I befeech 
" you, my uncertain fate! — oh that I 
« fhould live to ftand in need of entrca- 
" tics to hear from you !'* 

When Alexis ftiewM me the above, he 
fcem'd all diflbv'd in a flood of love and 
tendernefs ; yet I believe the anfwer he 
fent to it was diftated in terms not al- 
together fo fatisfadory to Matilda as the 
prefent difturbance of her mind requir'd. 

Here follows the fecond melancholy 
epiftlc of that -unfortunate lady. 

To Alexis. 

« My for everdear, tho* much unkind 
- •' Alexis, 

*^ TXyTITH what anxiety have I watch- 
*' y V ed the arrival of the poft ! — 
*^ how counted the tedious minutes as 
** they glided on ! — how trembled be- 
'^ tween hope and fear on every knock 
** was given at the gate, while in expec- 
** tation of a letter froni you ! — at laft 

** it 
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** it came; — but, oh! I am not more 
•• at ealb ! 

*' Wherefore, Alexis, do you keep 
*' me in this cruel fufpence ! — I aflcM 
*' no impoflibilities of you, -— defir'd you 
-** not to love me fl:i!l, — I ojily beg^'d 
" the decifion of my fate ; and (lire that 
*• is not a requeft too 'much for me to 
*' make, or you to grant? 

*^ My father, uncles, all my kindred 
" and acquaintance, nay, our very fer- 
" vants, (land amaz'd to fee me here 
" without you ; — they perceive my 
" alcer'd looks, and with officious love 
<* enquire into the caufe : — all the anfwer 
«« I can make is, — that the air of Lon- 
«* don not agreeing with my conftitution, 
" I hurry'd back before fome bufinefs 
" you had in town would permit you to 
*^ return. 

<* Thefc cxcufes may pafs current for 
** a time, but cannot do fo long •, — I 
<^ conjure you therefore, by all you have 
'* to hope, or fear, or wi(h, not to ex- 
*' pofe yourfelf and me to conjedures 
*' which cannot be to the advantage of 
** either of our charafters ; — pronounce 
" my doom, — fay that you will return, 
** and live with mje, in all appearance. 
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** as before -, or fcruple not to let me 
" know you have refolved on an eternal 
** reparation, that I may retire at once 
^* to fbme dark corner of the world, 
*' and (hut myfelf up from pity and con- 
'' tempt. 

*' I know this ought to have been 
" thought upon before you obliged me 
'' to remove from London; but both of 
*' us were in too much confufion at the 
'' time of parting to give onx cooler 
*^ reafon any room to operate -, — we 
** have fince, however^ had leifure to re- 
" fleft on what was proper to be done in 
•* our unhappy circumflances ; and I flat- 
" ter myfelf you will not think me too 
" prefiuning in being the firft to men- 
•' tionit. 

" Oh, Alexis ! imagine not that when 
•' I urge you to this eclaircifernent, that 
•' I am fo vain as to footh my fond heart 
" with a belief that fince the dreadful ac- 
*' cident has happened to me you ever 
*' can love me as you have done ; — ; no, 
*' I rather expeft my fentence will be that 
*V of an everlafting banifhment ; — per- 
^' haps it is already fign'd within your 
" breaft, and the compaffion you have 
** for me alone delays the execution. 
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" If this fliould be the cafe, — throw 
'' afide that cruel mercy which conceals it 
" from, me, I befeech you; — grief and 
'^ defpair has given me fortitude to- bear 
*V the wofft of ills, and fure there can be 
'* none half fo dreadful to me as feeing 
*'• you no more ; — fo much the better 
'* for my eternal peace, as it will the 
" fooner rid me of the burden of a hated 
*' life ; — -but I will trouble you no more 
'• than to renew my petition of knowing 
'' in your next letter what it is you have 
'' in efFe<5t decreed for 

*' The innocently criminal 

" Matilda. 

" P. S. Your old acquaintance and fel- 

" low-collegian, mr. L , has juft now 

" fent to' enquire when yoii are expefted 
" down ; — he defigns-, it feems, to fct 
'- up at the, next General Eleftion for the 
*' Borough of *******, and greatly de- 
" pends on the intereft he knows you 
" have in that place, •^*- I fuppofe you 
" will (hortiy receive a letter from him- 
** felf on the occafion ; — oh may the 
''calls of friendfhvp give weight to thofe 
" I have mention'd, and influence you 



to return." 



I hatj- 
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I happened to be with Alexis at the 
time of his receiving this ; — he firtl 
read it to himfelf, •^— then communicated 
it to me, and when he had finilh'd cry'd 
out with an extraordinary emotion, 

Alexis. * Poor Matilda ! — unhappy 
' charming woman ! — with what en- 

* chanting eloquence docs Ihe plead 

* againft herfclt ! — how iweetly labour 

* to oppofe what fhe nioft v^ ifht s to ob- 
' tain.V 

-As I found the flrongell reafon in the 
arguments urg'd in Matilda's letter, I mud 
confefs that I was at a lofs to compre* 
hend what he meant by fpeaking in this 
manner, therefore defir*d he would ex- 
plain himfelf, which He immediately did 
in thefe terms : 

Alexis. ' O, friend, the more I dif- 

* cover of her merit, the lefs I am able 

* to forget the violation of her honour ; 
' -5— I muft ceafe to love her as I do, — 
^ muft bring myfelf to look upon her 

* with the fame indifference that mofl 
' hufbands do upon their wives, before I 

* dan fupport, with any tolerable degree 
' of patience, the thoughts that another 

.* has pofTefs'd her.* 

Thus 
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Thus did he always talk whenever we 
were alone together, and' any mention of 
his wife came upon the carpet, as it 
feldom faird to do on fome occafion 
or other -, — had Matilda known his fen- 
timents, I believe it would be a rpoot 
point whether Ihe would not rather have 
chofe a feparation than to live with him, 
after he had reduced himfelf to fuch a 
ftate of infenfibility. 

He now, indeed, began to give great 
indications that he had nothing more at 
heart than to lofe all remembrance, not 
only of the injury done to Matilda, but 
of herfelf alfo ; — by very fwift degrees 
he became the reverie of what he was 
before his going to that fatal Mafquerade -, 
— the pleafures of the bottle, and the 
converfation of the loofer part of woman- 
kind, divide too much of his time be- 
tween them, and he feeks in riots and 
debaucheries his relief from melancholy. 

I am toldi however, tliat he is at pre- 
fent preparing to fet out for ♦♦♦«♦* • but 
what fatisfaftion can the virtuous Ma- 
tilda receive from his return thus trans- 
ibrm'd, '^— thus debafed in morals and 
behaviour from the man (he had fo dearly 

loved. 
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loved, and who was once fo worthy her 
cftcem ? 

How fad a reverfc has a few weeks 
made in the condition of this lately happy 
pair ! — furely the wretch, for fo I muft 
call him, be he of what degree or rank 
foever, who for the fake of gratifying the 
fleeting pleafure of a moment has brought 
this ruin on them, ought never to be 
forgiven in this world, whatever a fincere 
contrition, if he is capable of it, may 
entitle him to in the next. 



C H A P. IV. 

T^he Author having fmnd fomething in 
his rambkty nvbich he fuppqfes may 
be of fome value to the right owner ^ 
to Jhehv bis readinefs to re/fore it^ 
condefcends to take upon himjelj. the 
office of a' Town-Cryer; — but 
waves the ceremony of the great 
O'Tes three times repeated. 

HAppening one morning to wake more 
early than ordinary, I quitted my 
bed, and the weather being fine, and my 
humour more inclined to ferioufnefs than 

gaiety. 
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gaiety, I took a little promenade, not 
with the leaft defign or expeftation of 
making any difcovery of other people's 
affairs, but merely to think of my own 
with more liberty than I could do at 
home. — I met no living creature in my 
way except fome few birds that perch'd 
upon the twigs of the yet leaflefs trees, 
and in melodious notes chanted forth praifcs 
to the approaching fpring ; — thefe rather 
indulging than confounding meditation, 
I pafsM flowly on by the fide of the Ser- 
pentine-River, where, as I was bury*d in 
refleftion on things which the reader has 
no bufinefs to be acquainted with, my 
eyes were attracted with the fight of a 
white fattin pocket lying juft before me, A 

— I fuppofe it might have been dropp'd ^ 

from fpme lady*s fide the night before ; 
for oh my taking it: up I found it ex- 
tremely damp with the dew which always 
falls in abfence of the fun, 

I look'd upon this as a lawful prize, 
and that I had a right to keep it; at 
leaft 'till I could find fomebody that had 
a better title ; — I therefore tied it up 
in my handkerchief, and after having . 
finilh'd my walk took it home with me, 
where my impatience did not fuffer me 
to continue long without examining what 
it contained i -^ 1 ftiall give a faithful in- 
ventory 
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vcntory of all the particulars, referving 
only one in petto, in order to prevent being 
impofed upon by any fidiitious claimant. 

Money being the chief idol of man- 
kind, I (hall give that tlie preference, and 
begin with the Purfe, which had in it 
five gold ducats, a leaden French {hil- 
ling, a bent half-crown, and a medal of 
the Duke of Cumberland in copper, very 
curious, but by fome accident had been 
crack'd, and the impreffion in feveral 
parts pretty much erafed. j 

Having lookM over thefe pieces, I put 
them carefully back into the Purfe, whence ^ 
I had taken them, and then proceeded ta 
a farther fcrutiny. 

The next thing that prefented itfelf ^ 
was a very fmall Pocket-book, which I 
fhall forbear to defcribe, as well as to 
make any mention of the feveral memo- 
randums it contained, to any perfon in 
the world but to the lady who wrote and 
Ihall come to demand them. 

There was alfo a chryftal Smelling- 
bottle half full of Sal Armoniac, a tortofe^ 
fhell SnufF-box rimm'd with gold, and a 
nak^d Venus painted on the infide. 

But 
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But the moft valuable part of thij 
cargo, at leaft according to my opinion, 
was fome papers, — not Bank- Bills, -** 
but letters and other writings more de- 
ferving the attention of the public, and 
which I fhall make no fcruple to infcrt, 
as they gradually fell under my infpec- 
tion ', efpecially as all of them having 
been fent under covers, which were not 
in the packet, the name of the lady to 
whom they were directed tan only be 
guefs'd ai. 

LETTER I. 

<^ Madam^ 

*' T Now fend you the Catalogue you 
*^ A have fo often requefted of me ; but 
*•■ intreat you will be fo good as not to 
" Jet any one foul in the world know 
** you had it from him who has the ho- 
*' nour to be, 

^* With the grcateft refpeft, , 

" Madam, 

/*' Your moft humble, 

" And moft devoted fervant. 

The name fwbfcrib'd to this had been 

torn off, either by defign or accident ; 

Vol. IIL M but 
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but the paper which accompany'd it -was I 
perfea and entire : — here follows a J 
faithful tranfcript. 

ji Catalogue of fqme very fcaru 
and curious pieces^ in Profs ani 
Verfe^ aU wrote by fome of the »^ 
eminent hands. 

i.npHE Art of Pleafing in Conver- 
A iation. An heroic Poem. — • By 
theE— ofC— . 

2. An Eflay on Power. Wrote ori- 
ginally in yigh butch, and now tranf- 
lated by a perfon of diftinftion into Eng- 
lifh. — Bound in red Turky, finely gUt 
and lettered 

3. The Virtues of Carmin^ with a 
Recipe bow to prepare it with fuccefs, --? 

J>rcbaium ejt, -r- By the Cf^r— . of C-rrrr-- 
Gilt back and lettered. 

4. Patient GrizeL A Poeni in fix 
Cantos. — By the real C— — of C ■ , 
Bound in Calf, very plain. 

5. The Politician defeated. A Novel. 
In three Parts. — By the E — of Et— — . 
Stitch'd in blue Pajper. 

6. The 
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6. The Croaker. A TragirCpmical 
Farce of one Aft. — By L — R . 

7. Cookery improv*d, after the Epi- 
curean ftile, — By a Club of. Gentlemen. 
In (beets- . 

8. The Chafte Maid •, or, A new 
Way to amufe the Town. — A Comedy 
of three A£te, each fufficient for a Winter 
Night's Entertainment. — By the face*- 
tious H— F— — , Efq^ 

9. Rules to chufe a Wife; ftiewing 
the Abfurdity of all thofc gener^ly ob- 
fcrvcd. — By Sir J— C . In Boards. 

10. A philofophical Definition o^ 
Gard-Craft, — upward* of forty Years 
compiling — By the very learned and 

moft ingenious Profeflbr Mr. H e . 

Stitch*d in gilt Papen 

!!• Fmgality* A Poem. In nine 
Cantos. -— By the C ■■ - '■ of B- — *% 
Bound in Vellum. 

lo. A GolJcftion of Jefts and merry 
Phrafes, to keep young Pupils Headf 
from aching with more laborious Studies^ 
— By a T^or in the modifh Sciences. 



T 



3144 ^he Invifible Spy. 

Finely bound ki blue Turky, gilt back '5 
and lettered ~ I 

13. Try before you buy. A Poem 
after the manner of Hudibrafs. — By the 
E — . of R — — . In Boards* 

14. The Charms of Novelty. A Pin-' 
4Jaric Effay. — By mifs C- ^. In Sheets. 

15. The Pleafures of Matrimony; or," 
who would not be a Hufcand. A Farce. 

— By L — V -. Stitched, and very 

tnuch fuUied with often reading. 

1 6. A Differtation on Flys Eggs.*— By 
the Prefident of a learned Society* In 
Boards. 

17. Laugh .and lie down. A Ballad 

Opera of three Afi:s. ^— By Lr— P-^ •- 

Sitch'd in blue Paper. 

18. An Effay to prove that true Ho* 
>nour is always concomitant witii good 
Senfe. — By the E^^-of O-^— . Bound 
in plain blue Turky. 

19. Conjugal Love. A ]?aftoral, of 
^ne continued Scene. — By the E — of N* I 

- Printed on a new Elzevir letter, and neatly 
|3ound without tawdrinefs or affedation. 

%Q\ Tto 
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20 The Patriot. A fecret Hiftory.. 
~^By G ■ ■ D i ■ > , Efqj Bound ia 
clouded Calf. 

2 f . The Double Dealer ; or. The 
Weftminfter Difappointment. A Farce 

of two Adls. — By Sir G-— ^ — V .. 

Stitch'd in Cap Paper. 

22. An Eulogy on Apoftacy. — By L— ^ 
G — . Bound in Calf and gilt back. 

23. Love in a Botde. A Poem, in^ 
three Cantos. — By the E — of M — .. 
Stitch'd in blue Paper. 

24. Redivivus j or, Old Age and Gal- 
lantry reconciled. A humorous Farce of 

one Aft. — By the E— of H •^ 

Stitched- 

25. An Exhortation to Hofpitality ta< 
Foreigs^rs,^. eveatho* it ftiould happen to 
be deflrwdtive to the Liberties of the Na- 
tives. — By L— t T , as he delivered 

it at the Hay-Markets Bound in the 
French Tafte. 

26. Criticifms on the Play of — Rule 
a Wife and Have a Wife. — By L — 
i*- . In Boards. 

M. 3, a»:j.TV^ 
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27. The Fox weary of Goofe-hunttng» 

A Fable. — By the D— of D— 

Bound in Parchment. 

2S. The Lover's Catechifm. A new 
Ballad. — By the cekbrated Mils A- 

29. An infallible Remedy for curing 
the Scotch Itch without Bleeding. — By 
the D— of A 

30. The Beauties of domeftic Life, il- 
luftrated with Examples. A Paftoral 
Eclogue. — By the D — of B— . Neatly 
bound. 

2j I . Love Jevek atl ; or, A kicky Trip 
to Bath. An Epic Poem witiiout any 

Epifodes. — By -C — — B: . Printed 

on a half worn out letter, but rery rich- ^ 
ly bound. 

32« InftnuSiDns for a Suppkment to 
ArdiujT CoUins's Peerage of E^^land. — 

By L^- L^ -. Stiteh'd in Marble 

Papec. 

33. Verfes in praife of Breeding. —By 
Mifs W .. , 



34. True 



[ 
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34. True MagnifiGenceV An Heroic 

Poem.— By th^ D — of M -: — ^ 

Finely bounds 

35. Love in a Coach. A true Secret 
Hiftory . — By C V . Stitch'd^ 

36. Second Thoughts beft A Philc- 
fophical Treatife, dedicated to a Brother 

of the Horn. — By Mr. W — . 

Bound in Sheeps flciii. 

27. The Triumvira'te of Converts ; — > 
being a feri s of Epiftles on moral and 
religious Subjefts,. which pafs'd between 

L— T -, C G , and Mis,. 

C— — . In Boards. 

3«. The Efcape. A Satire. Ihfcrib'd 

fo L — D— — M , by a wdl-wifher 

to her Ladyfliip. 

39. A Sthenic intended to be ofFcr'd 
to Parliament for the erefting Stock- 
jobbers into a Corporation, and having 
a Hall of their own to tranladt.BufineS 
in, without going to Exchange-Alley. — 
ByNtr.E 

40, A Letter fent with a Side of Vc- 
nifon to the celebrated Mrs. J j — . \i-^— ^ 

M4*; ^ v5^.^- 
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in the Piazza, Covent-Garden. — By 
L — T e. 

- 41. A fhort Treatife concerning pub- 
lic and private Charities, proving to a 
Demonftration that the former are of 
much more Emolument to the Giver than 

the latter. — By L— E— - J • Cu- 

rioufly bound, with a Regiften 

42 The Humiliation. A Poem. Ad- 
drefs'd to the Inexorables. — By L-^ 
G — r- S . Stitch'd. 

43. A Prophecy that Votes for Mem- 
bers of Parliament will fall to no Price 
at the next Weftminftcr Election, — • By 
SirW-r Y . 

Having folded and replaced thb Paper 
in the pocket whence I had taken it, I 
proceeded to the others. 

LETTER II. 

" Madam, 
" T T muft be confefe'd that you are 
«« A endowed with a courage and refolu- 
" tion fuperior to what moft of your fex 
•' can boaft of; but you muft give me 
<* leave to fay, at the fame time, that in 
« thefe affairs we men run much the 

** ^teateft 



I 
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greateft hazards ; in cafe of a difcovery 
our perfons are liabk to fall a facrifice 
to the refentment of an injur'd hulband,. 
and our fortunes fure to be ruin'd by- 
way, of reparation of his difgrace, — 
whereas the worft you have to fear is a» 
divorce : — the laws are favourable to . 
wives, — ■ the portion you brought with^ 
you is either returned, or an annuity 
eqviivalent ; — ^and as for the little fhame • 
you fuftain by fuch a procedure, it is > 
well atton'd for by your beiag freed 
from the loathfome careffes of the man 
you hate, and at fall liberty to.purfue-. 

your inclinations with him you love. 

Be aflbr'dj deartnadam, I- would venture 
much for the continuance of the blef- 
fing you permit me to enjoy ; but I find 
the intercourfe between us begins to be 
fufpedted, and you muft therefore par- 
don me that I yield to neceflity, and 
refrain any farther meetings with you, 
at lead for the prefent : — I was yeftcr- 
day at Court, and heard fome whifpers 
that your jealous coxcomb would foon 
•be fent abroad ; — if fuch a thing fhould 
happen^.as Ihave fome pretty good 
reafons to believe it will, 1 (hall 'return 
with double tranfport to your embraces, 
'till then prudence obliges me to deny 
myfelf that happinefs •, . but at . how 
great a diftance foever I keep my per- 
M 5 " fon,> 
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•« fon, I beg you will do me the juffice 
** to believe my heart is always with 
«> you, and that I can never ceafe to be, 

*< With the greatteft fincerity, 

« Pegf Mi^CAM, 

** Your moft olpligecj, 

" And moft fdthfuUy 

** Devoted fervant, 



*< P. S. I would not have you harbeur 
** any unjuft fufpicions, either of roe or 
" your fair friend, for upon my foul 
** I never had the leaft defign upon her 
♦* in the way you mpan 5 and you wili 
*^* find, whenever it is convenient for mc 
^ to renew niy devoirs to you, that I 
" like no woman better than yourfelf.— 
" Once more I bid you unwillingly 
" adieu. 

LETTER III. 

" Dear Creature, 
** X/OUR Dimon and my Strephon, 
«« JL as we call them, are both with 
^' me •, — ^b.^7 ^^^^ found out the moft 
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•* charming place that ever was for us to^ 
** fcamper to, wheneVei* we can delude 
" the eyes of our impertinent gaolers ; . 
^^ — if you can find any excufe to get ' 
*< loofe from yours, the rendezvous agreed . 
** upon is the banks of the Serpentine-^ 
'* river, juft after fun-fet, whence we are 
*^ to follow our leaders Where they fhall . 
** pleafe to conduft us. — Lady Fillup 
** has a route tonight,. — you may tell i 
" your tyrant you are going there -, but : 
** why fhould I put pretences intp a head 
^* fo much more fertile than my own ? ' 
*• — Fail not to come, however, if it be 
♦♦ not a thing utterly impoffible for hu- 
^^ man wit to accomplifli ; but let us i 
***know your refolution by jhe bearer. . 

«= I am, 

** With the moft perfe6t amity,:, 

*' My Dear^ 

'<* Your very obedieat, 

*^ Humble fervant, , 

^^ CoRRINNAi. 



«* ' p. S. While I was writing the above, 
**^ D4m6nj to fhew either his love, or 
*« wit, or both, took up a pen and em* < 
^^ ploy'd it in the incles*d. , 



M 6 "Ciis^ 
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To my Soul's Treafure. 

•« ipLY, charmer, fly, — leave home* 

-T «« bred cares behind, 
«< With thou]ghts of coming joys fill all 

♦« your mind ; 
<* Let fmiling pleafufc wanton o'er yoiir 

** face, 
*• And kindling tranfports brighten ev'ry . 

«♦ grace ; 
** Each vein of mine beats high with. 

•* love's alarms^ 
*^ Hafte then, and lull me gently in your 

" arms. 

'♦ I know I am a bad poet, but you 
<* will find me a better lover, and that 
*' your charms are capable of infpiring 
** me with more fire than all the ladies pf 
•^ Parnaflus put together. I am, 

'< With truth and tcndernefs, 

** My lovely dear, 

** Your moft paflionate, 

" And faithful adorer, 

" Damon." 

The letter of Philetcs, and that of Cor- 
xinna and Damon, being dated on the^ 



feme day, difcover'd to me that the lady 
who received them was not quite incon- 
folable for the iofs of one lover as flie had 
another in ftore ; and alfo that jQie failM 
not to comply with the invitation of 
Damon, and that fhe had dropped her 
pocket at the rendezvous appointed by 
Gorrinna.. 

I make na queftion but that the inqui- 
fitive reader would be glad to know the 
name and rank of this fo much admir'd . 
lady ; but as I can dp no more, at moft, 
than guefs at either,. I fhould be loath to 
impofe my bare and uncertain conjeftures 
upon, the public,, for fear of a miftake, 
and being guilty of the worft of wrongs, 
that of prejudicing the charaftcr of an= 
innocent perfon. — I wifli every one 
would pay as much regard as myfdf to 
what Spakefpear. fays on. this occalion : 

« Good name, in manor woman^ 

* Is the immediate jewel of our fouls : 

* Who ftcals my purfe, ftcals tralh : 'tis 

* fomething, nothing; 

* 'Twas mine, 'tis his,, and has- been (lave 

* to thoufands; 

* But he that filches from me my good 

* name, 

* Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
*" And makes me poor in&td * 
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Could I have form'd even the raoft: 
diftanc fuppofidon to what place Strephon. 
and Damon had conduded their ladies, I 
doubt not but my curiofitf would have 
carry'd me thither, where my enquiries 
might perhaps have gain'd me the fatis- 
fadion of knowing how much of die 
night thefe inamoratos had pafs'd to- 
gether, and in what manner they had 
been entertjun^d.; but no 'mention being; 
made of any thing fiuther than the place 
where they were to meet, in Corrinna's . 
letter, I was oblig'd to content myfelf 
with what difcoveries I had made, and : 
fo muft the reader alfo. . 

1 cannot conclude' this chapter without : 
an obfervation which luis conftantly oc- 
curr'd to me whenever any thing fell in 
my way of the kind I have been rela- 
ting, — which is this : — as the wife has 
the honour of her huflband in keeping, it 
feems to me a moft ungenerous and cruel 
addition to the crime of wronging his 
bed, when by public indifcretions (he ex- 
pofes him ta that contempt and ridi- 
cule which the world, though without: 
the leaft (hadow of reafon or jiiftice, ^ 
always fure to caft upon the hufl>and of; 
aitrattfgreflTmg wife* . 

linowv 
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I know very well that people are apt 
to fay, — that when a woman abandons 
hcrfelf to vice Ihe prefently becomes ut- 
tcrlly incapable of paying any regard to 
her own reputation^ much left to that of 
her huiband 5 — and that it appears a much 
greater matter of furprife when they fee 
women, as it muft be confefs'd many 
fuch there are, who, without being cri- 
minal in fiaft, behave in fuch a manner 
a3 to draw on diemfelves the fevercft 
cenfurc8> 

. Though I muft allow that this too fre- 
quently happens, yet 1 cannot agree in 
opinion wim thofe who fecm to;(vonder it, 
ftiould be fo, and look upon it as a kind 
of inconfiftency in nature; — I rather 
imagine that guilt is more likely to in- 
fpire cipcumfpeftipn 5 — a woman who 
knows herfelf culpable, I Ihould expeft 
to be very careful not to do any thing 
ih public rfiat might caufe fufpiciorr of her 
being lefs refer v*d in private ; whereas a i 
Gonfcioufiiefs of innocence, efpecially in 
a thoughtlefs difpofition, may ^afily ren- 
der a woman unguarded, and lefs obfer- 
vant of thofe decorums, which, tho^ not 
effential to virtue, are doubtlefs ncceflary 
to reputation. 
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CHAP. V. 

%urni chiefly upon the fubjeB of Edu- 
cation^ and amtmps fome things^ 
ivhich the Author Ir: apprehenfive 
111:1111 not be very agreeable to the Fe- 

^ male part of his readers^ whether of 
the elderly or the more youthful clafsy. 
yet may ferve as a ufeful admonition-* 
to both.. 

TH E good or the ill fortune* of ourv 
whole lives chiefly depends on the. 
firft bent ^ven to our minds in youth ;-r- 
imprefTions made in our early years take 
a deep root within usy grow up with us to 
maturity, become part of ourfelves, fo 
that they may properly be caird a fecond 
nature, and are leldom, if ever, totally 
eradicated. — According to one of our 
Englifh poets, 

* Children, like tender oilers,, take tlic 

* bow, 
•-And as they firft are fafhion'd, ftill will 

grow,' 

For 
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For this reafon it is that parents, uri- 
lefs they are very remifs indeed, take fa 
much pride in the education of their 
children, beftowing on tjiem every ac- 
complifliment befitting of their rank and 
circumftances, and oftentimes more than 
will well agree with either •, — yet all this 
. will not do, — • there are fome previous 
fteps to be taken, without which all the 
improvements we can make, from the 
leflons of the moft able mafters, will 
never render us worthy the elleem of 
others, or truly happy in ourfelves, for 
any length of time. 

Pride, and an impatience of control » 
are the firft prbpenfities difcoverable in 
human nature j — if thefe are humour'd 
and indulged in their beginnings, which 
is indeed in our moft. early years,- they 
will foon become too headftrong and too 
turbuleht to be afterwards reftrain*d and 
fubjefted to the government of reafon, 
by any methods whatever that can be 
taken lor that purpofe ; — their firft in- 
dications fhould therefore be carefully 
watched, and checkM in every inftance, 

I fmile to think what objeftions are 
commonly made, by fome over-fond pa- 
rents, to fuch a manner of proceeding \ — 
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if I am not miftaken thefe two -arc tlii 
principal ; that to curb children too 
much is apt to break their Ipirits j and 
that the world being fo full of difappoint- 
mcnts, that few people efcape them whcR 
they come to maturity, it is pity the poor 
things Ihould know forrow before their 
time ; — ^^to both which I take the liberty 
to make this reply : 

Firft, — As to what they call the break- 
ing of the fpirit, — that due decorum 1 
would recommend, takes no more of the 
fpirit from the young mafter or mifs tharv 
what is neceiTary to keep them from 
running into thofe follies and eicceffcs^ 
which, how excufable foever in cMldhoodr 
render them contemptible in riper years i 
— • as the fkilful gardener lops from his 
tender plant thofe fuperfludus branches^ 
which, if fi3ff5er*d to contiriue, would- 
kinder it from growing t6 perfedition.^ 

Then as to the fecdnd, — Every ont 
knows the Ibrrows their Irtcle hearts are 
capable of feeling make no lafting im- 
preffion on them, — thdy Will cry one 
moment and laugh the next ; — the con- 
tradiftion they meet with, will' only make 
them ftnfible that they neither can nor , 
ought to expert they ate to have their 
will in ail thiags •, and the triffihg ditkp- 
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pointments given them will enable thenv 
to fuftain with fortitudd thofe ©f mare 
confequence which may hereafter ppffibly 
befal them. 

A Boy is Icfs liable to the danger of 
being fpoird by too mUch indulgence than 
a Girl ; becaufe he is no fooner taken 
from the nurfery than he is either put ap- 
prentice to fome trade or calhng ; or, if 
of a fuperior rank, under the infpeftion. 
of a grave and auftere tutor ; — that is,, 
when the tender mamma does not in- 
terfere, and give orders that no intenfe 
ftudies be impofed upon him, for fear of 
making his head ach ; — but this feWoni* 
happens, — her hulband, if (he has one 
alive, will not endure his fon (hall be 
bred a dunce to pleafe iiis wife, — where- 
as 1^ meddles not with the education o£ 
his daughters, but leaves them to the dir 
f cation of their mothen . 

The good lady, no doubt, is extreme- 
ly ambitious that her daughter (hall be 
one of the moft accompli(hy young crea- 
tures in town ; — to this end the beft 
m^ers in their fcveral fciences are em- 
ployed to teach her Mulic, Dancing and 
French ; — if (he is well vers*d in thefe» 
•— ; knows Tiow 10 dre(s in the moft be- 
coming manner, and to give a ^tsX^^V 
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turn to an invitation on a , card, (he i» 
look'd upon as complete in every necef- 
iary qualification ;—*- for as to any under-^ 
ftandiftg in cookery, paftry,or needle- work, 
they are confiderM as vulgar things, and 
below the delicacy of a fine bred lady. 

I have the honour to be pretty nearly ' 
related, by marriage, to lady Plyant, her 
late hufband being my firft coufin ; — de- 
cency obliges me to vifit the widow fome^ 
times ; — (he is a very affable good na- 
tur'd woman, and has, indeed, a greater 
fhare of underftanding than her too great 
compliance with the cuftbms of the age 
will permit her to make fhew of* 

She keeps a prodigious deaf of com- 
pany, for which reafon I fee her much 
lefs frequently than otherwife I Ihould do j 
— but happening to pafs by her houfe 
one day, when no coach nor chair was in 
waiting there, I venturM to knock at the 
doori and was glad to be told (he was 
alone ; — • I had not, however, been with 
her above ten minutes before two or three 
loud raps proclaimed the approach of fome 
new guerf, and prefently after a grave 
elderly lady was introduced. 

Lady Plyant received her with much 
politenefs ahd a great fliew of friendfliip,. 

and 
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and after the firft falutations were over^ 
and we had refeated ourfclves, faid to her. 

Lady Plyant. ' Dear mrs. Loyter, I 

* have not feen you this age, and have 

* been quite unhappy in the want of you.' 

Mrs. Loyter. « Dear lady Plyant, the 

* lofs is wholly mine 5 ^- but I have been 

* fo embarrafs'd; — my poor girl has' 

* been extremely indilpofed/ ' 

LaHy Plyant. * Blefs me ! — Mifs not 

* well, and I hear nothing of it! — But 

* I hope fhe is better ?* 

Mrs. Loyier. * Perfedly recovered, 

* madam -, — fhe will have the honour of 

* v/aiting on your ladyfhip this evening j 

* fhe is gone to make about half a dozen 

* vifits •, but pray'd heartily to find no- 

* body at home, that fhe might follow 
^ me here the fodner/ 

Lady^Ptyant. * How pcrfeftly kind 

* that was ; — well,, fhe is a charming 

* creature; — you are the happiefl wo- 

* man in the world in having fuch a 
' daughter : — I protefl among all my 

* acquaintance I do not know any young 
'* iady that comes up to her 5 — there is 

* fome- 






:;«^i^ 
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■fee convinced how far her pcrfon and be- 
haviour correfponded with the high cha- 
rafter had been given of her. 

I waited, tho* not without fome impa* 
tience, *till abundance more had pafs*d. 
between thcfe two ladies oa the fame fqb- 
jeft, and on feveral other no lefs trifling, 
which as I cannot think the reader will be 
better pleas'd with than I was myfelf, I 
Ihali forbear to infert. 

At length mifs Loyter appeared, and I, 
ilretch'd my eye-lids, to their full extent 
to take in all the charms I had heard flic 
was poflefs*d of; — the girl, indeed, was 
well enough ; but I could difcover nq* 
thing extraordinary about her ; nor did 
her eyes or air give any indications of that 
fparkling wit her mother feem'd to boaft 
of ; but as I thought it unfair to give a 
verdift on mere appearances, I fufpended . 
my judgment on her underftanding 'till I 
had more fubftanti^l proofs, 

The difcourfe at firft was only on where 

Ihe had been, — who flie had feen, — 

i . and how fuch and fuch a lady was drcfs'd ; 

1^ — I found mils talk'd very learnedly on 

" this fubjed, and therefore was not with^ 

out hope of hearing fomething from her 

equally lively on others of more impor- 



< 
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tance v but none being darted I was com- 
pellM to liften to the feveral animadver- 
fions made by thefe three ladies on caps ' 
and flounces, to my very great mortifica- | 
tion, as any one who reads this work I 
may eafily fuppofe by what it difcovers of \ 
my humour. ^ 

At laft mifs happening ta fay that 

(he had met mrs. O in one of the 

vifits (he had been makings t pre(ently 
catch*d up the word and (aid to her, — . 

* Then, madam, I doubt not but fome 

* converfation pafs'd which you will do 

* us a favour to repeat, as the lady you 
' mention is perfeftly acquainted with 

* public affairs, and reafons upon them 

* very juftly.* — To which (he made this 
anfwer : 

Mifs Loyter. * So they fay, fir ; but 

* (he was juft going out when I came in ; 

* I was heartily glad of it •, for I hate to 
hear a deal of ftuflf about things that I 

* know nothing of/ 

As I had a good (hare in the enfuing 
part of this Gonver(ation, I (hall, to avoid 
confufion, repeat my own words as if I 
fpoke'by another perfoji. 

Author^ 
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Author. * Then, madam, you have 

* no relilh for politics ?' 

l\/lifs Loyter. « No truly, fir. — What 

* bufinefs have I with the tranfaftions of 

* kings, and princes, and parliaments? 

* — It makes me fick to hear fo much 
< of wars, and treaties, and conventions, 

* and taxes, and grievances, and fuch 

* nonfenfe,* 

Author. < I mud confefs, madam, that 

* the affairs of Europe are a little intri- 

* cate at prefent, and may be puzzling to 
y a lady's comprehenfion ; — but I (up- 
*. pofe you are well acquainted with the 
*, hiftories^ of former times.* 

Mifs Loyter. * Lord, fir, what have 

* I to do with former times ?* 

Author. * Every one, madam, has to 

* do with the annals of the country* they 

* were born in/ 

Mrs. Lo)ter. * Thele things are quite 
•^ out of my daughter's way'j but for all 

* that I can affure you> fir, flie reads a 

* great deal/ 

Vol. IIL N Autbjr. 
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Author. * It would be pity, indeed, 

* madam, fo fine a young lady fhould be 

* altogether ignorant of books : — I ima- 

* ginc therefore that mifs's genius fears 

* to a higher pitch, — the wonders of 

* the creation, fo beautifully defined in 

* fome treatifes of natural philofophy, 

* perhaps are her favourite ccmtempla- 

* tions 5 — - I make no qocftion but ihc 

* has read Le Spcdlacle de la Nature.' 

Mrs* Loyter. * I believe not, fir. — 

* Have you, my dear ?• 

Mifs Loytir. * Not I, truly -, — but 

* I have heard enough of it : — th©y fiy 

* that there are four volumes of it taken 

* up with nothing but a defcription of 

* Trees, and Birds, and Bealts, and 
« Fifties, and nafty Infeds.' 



< 



Author. « What do you think, madam, 
of Fontcnelle's Plurality of Worlds?* 



Mifs Loyter. « O hang it, — I was 

* never fo difappointed in my life ; — I 

* thought by the beginnirtg, when I 

* found a gentleman and lady were taking 

* their promenade together by moon- 

* light, that fome pretty adventure would 
have enfued 5 — but good God, the 

. * Author 
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« Author ha&made tjicm talk of nothing 

* but the Planets *and the things that 

* happen in the Sky/ 

Authsr. * I fancy then, mifs, that 

* Romances and Novels are chiefly your 
« tafte/ 

Mifs Loyter. * I hate R,omanccs, they 

< are too tedious •, — as for Novels, I 

* like fomc of them well enough, parti- 

< cularly mrs. Behn's •, -— . but I know not 

* how it is, the Authors nowadays have 

* got fuch a way o^ breaking off in the 

* middle of their (lories, that one forgets 

* one half before one comes to the other.* 

Author. * Digreffions, mifs, when 
« d>ey contain fine fentiments and judi- 

* cious i:emarks, are certainly the moft 

* valuable parts of that- Ibrt of writing.* 

Mifs/Loffter. * I cannot thjink fo, and 
« I could wifti the Authors would keea 
« their fentiments and reniiurks to them^ 

* felves, or elfe have theni printed in a 
different letter, that one might know 
when to begin ami when to leave dBT.* 

^4uibor. * i prcfume, mift, yw arc 
•^fond of Poetry?' 

N 1 MiJ^ 



c 
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Mifs Loyter. « Not very fond ; — I 
•can't fay I ever read much of it.* 

/lutbor. • Then you can't fay whether 
« you give the preference to the ancient 
* or the modern ?* 



c 



liTtfs Loyter. * No, reallv j — ■ I never 
thought about the matter. 



( 



Mrs. Loyter. * Sir, my daughter is 
not fo vain as to fet up for a critic, thoV 
I am pretty fure fhe knows more than 
(he pretends to ; — I have heard fome 
good judges allow her to have a very 
diftinguiQiing tafte in fbme of the Thea- 
trical reprcfentations/ ^ 

Mifs Loyter. * O I love a Farce or a 
Pantomime extravagantly •, — they are 
vaftly diverting.* 

Author. * Then I fuppofe, mifs, you 
fee Plays merely for the Entertainments 
which fo frequently focceed them?* 

Mifs Loyter. * Not entirely fo ; — 
there are fome Plays I like well enough ; 
but there are others fo cramm*d with 
the words -Liberty and Public Spirit, 
that they are quite furfcitihg.* 

Author. 
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j^uthor. * When, there is too much ot . 

* thefe things, madam, the Licence- 
' Office knows how to correft them/ 

Mifs Loyter. * There is Cato, for , 

* example, — fome people cry it up -, but 
« for my part I think it a piece of dull 

* ftupid fluff, excepting one fcene be- 

* tween Fortius and Lucia/ 

I thought I had now^fufficiently found- 
ed the genius and capacity of this young 
lady, therefore ceafed to engrofs her any 
longer to myfelf, and foon after took my 
leave, fecretly wondering at the* ftrangc 
partiality of mrs. Loyter in regard botb 
of herfclf and daughter. 

A few hours, however, made me be- 
gin to judge fomewhat more favourably of 
thefe ladies ; — ' Tho' mrs. Loyter, faid I 

* within myfelf, is miftaken in believing 
< fhe has been able to make her daughter 

* pafs for a wit, her endeavours, not* 

* withftanding, may have had better fuc- 

* cefs in other accomplifhments more 

* efTential to her happinefs, — (he may 

* have made her a good qeconomift, and 

* perfedly acquainted with every thing 

* requifitc for the well managing a family- 
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I had the more reafon to imagine that 
this young lady was trained up in fruga- 
lity and good houfcwifry, as I had been 
told that mr.Loyter lived to the height of 
his income, — that he favcd no money, 

— had feveral fons, the eldeft of whom, 
after his dcceafe, was to run away with 
the eftate ; fo that U; could not be expeft- 
ed the daughter would have any fortune 
to entitle her to a hufband at all fuitable 
to her birth and the appearance (he made. 

But as I was always willing to be con- 
vinced whether my conjeftures were right 
or wrong, I refolved to make art Invifible 
Vifit to this family; -^ /uftas I came to 
the hdufe, mr. Loyter was • going' out, arid 
■\h^ door bcini^ oprnVi for' him I flijip'd 
i.i unJ v.ent up ftairs ^ — the old lady 
was fitting in the dining-room window 
with hcfr fpedacles on, very hard at work ; 

— breakfaft was bUt juft over; as I found 
by the maid's removing the tea equipage, 
and Mifs was gone up to drefs, it feems ; 
for fhe came 3own prefently after in the 
fame form I Had feen her at lady Plyant*s •, 
-— fhe ran direftly to the great glafs in 
order to examine how her petticoats hung 
at the bottom, — ^nd then tum*d to her 
mother,^ and feeing what fhe was about 
faid to heri 

Mif$ 
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Mifs Loyter. « liOrd, mamma, have 
you not done mending my tippet yet!* 

Mrs. Loyter. * Indeed, my dear, it is 
pad mending j — you have torn the lac<^ 
in twenty places, I believe, with thofc 
ugly pins in your ftomacher % — I wifli 
you would take more care of your 
things.* 



c 



•o" 



Mifs Loyter. * Indeed I can't be a (lave 

* to my cloaths/ 

Mrr. Loyter. ^ I would not have you, 

* my dear ; — but this vexes me, be- 

* caufe it is. the only handfome tippet 

* you have ; — you muft eVn try to coax 
^ your faiher to give vfHi a couj)lc of 

* pieces to buy you afiother, the firfc 

* time you find him in a good humour % 

* — for I aflureyou I have not a fingle 

* guinea in the world** 

Mifs Loyter. / Well, 'tis a fliameful 

* thing one has not money without afk- 

* ing for, when one has a fancy to any 

* thing. — But, mamma, can nothing be 
done with this lace ?* 



Mrs. Loyter. * It will never make up 
* again in the Ihapc it is \ — * Vi\x\.\ w.- 
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* licve I may contrive to make a hand- 

* feme tucker out of it.* 

Mifs Loyter. / Oh I ftiall like a tucker 

* of it vaftly ; — pray, mamma, do it as 

* foon as you can : — I muft go out and 

* divert n^yfclf fonic where or other.' 

Mrs. Lcyter. « Where, my dear?' 

Mifi I oyter. * Nay, — I have gone 

* my round of vifits twice over fince any 

* one of them has been returned ;— I am 

* only going to the next ftreet to lady 

* l.-ovetoy's, to afk if Mifs v/ill take a 

* walk with me in the Park. 

Mrs, Loyter. * Very well, my dear; 
^ but do not (lay too long, — your fa- 

* ther brings company home to day, and 

* we are to have a great dinner ; — mr, 

* Bloflbm, and his fon juft come from 
« the Univerfity, are to be here. To I 

* would not have you out of the way for 

* the world \ — who can tell'what may 
« happen !' 

Mifs Loyter. < Oh why did not I know 

* that fooner, — I would have had on 

* my new gaufe cap ; — but 'tis no mat- 

* ter, — I will come home time enough 

* to change ii.' 
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With thefe words (he fnatchi'd up her 
Kttle mufF and galloped down ftairs^ 
leaving her poor mother poring over the 
breaches fhe had undertaken to redify j, 
— prefently after a fervant maid came 
into the room, and on mrs, Loyter*s de- 
manding what fhe wanted,, made this^ 
reply: 

Maid. « I thought Mifs had been 

* here, madam ; ■ — I came to defire fhe 
« would lend a hand to make a cruft for 

* the venifon, and beat a little fpice for 
^ the puddings.' 

Mn.Loyter, * *Tis a fign, child, you 

* came hither but laft night; — my 

* daughter does not know how to make 

* cruft. 

Ma'd. * O dear, madam, any body 
•''may make a little pafte to roaft a piece 

* of venifon in/ 

Mry. Loyter. * I tell you (he knows 

* nothing of cookery, nor I would not 
« have her fpoil her hands about it •, — but 

* if you will bring me up the peftle and 
^ mortar I'-will beat your fpice for you.* 

K 5 McuS. 
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Maid. * No, madam, — while I am 
« fetching up the things, and carrying 
* them down again, I can do it myfelf. 

The ^rl fidd no more, but went out 
oF the room with a countenance which 
fhew'd ihe was not very well pleafed with 
the family (Re was come to ferve : -r-I 
attended not the return of mifs Loyer,— 
my curiofitv was now fully fatisfied, and 
I laid hola on the firl): opportunity I 
found to quit the houfe. 

Methinks I hear how heartily the gay 
-and witty part of my readers will laugh 
at the charafter of mils Loyter 5 — they 
will certainly look upon her as a fiialking, 
ftaring, ffupid, notclefs creature ; a moving 
piece of mere matter, uninformed by any 
foul or Ipirit, — wholly incapable of de- 
ferving praife, and equally infenfiblc of 
contempt % — 'tis true fhe appears fo, -^ 
yet may it not be owing fo much to any 
deficiency of nature in her, as to the 
ijiiflaken fondnefs of a mother, who fear- 
ing to give her a moment's difcontent neg* 
lefted to roufe the native fluggifimefs of 
her faculties by any exercife or employ* 
ment. 

What 
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What therefore can be expefted from a 
young perfon bred in a fupine indolence, 
accuftom*d to have her will in every thing, 
and fcarce taught the difference between 
good and evil, Ihould her whole life long 
aft as chance, or what is as bad, her own 
undiftinguifhing fancy (haU diretfl ? ^-. 
Bkfe aU fober and thinking men from a 
wife of this caft. 

CHAP. VL 

7J>e Author expels will make a full aU 
tonement to the ladies for the toor 
much plain dealings as fome of thetn 
may tbinky of the pn^ceding chapter. 

WOMEN and Wedlock are the com- 
mon topics of ridicule among men, 
who, without one fpark of genius or ca- 
pacity,' imagine themfclves wits, and fee 
up for fuch ; but whatever either they, or 
fome who even have a better way of 
thinking in other things, pretend to aU 
ledge againft the fex, it is very evident, 
and muft be confcfs'd, that nature has 
endow'dthe minds of many wonien with 
as great and valuable talents as ever (he 
beftow'd on men. 

N 6 '^xvkJo^x- 
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ir 
Numberlcfs are the examples which p 
might be brought from the records both i 

of ancient and modern hiftory, to prove 1 

the truth of this aflertion,. but I Ihall con- 
tent myfelf with mentioning only a few, 
,yet enough to make thofe unworthy ma- 
ligners of a fcx to which, they know in 
their own hearts, they are indebted for all 
the convenience' and happinefs of their 
lives, take fliame to themfelves and blufh 
for what they have faid. 

Who is fo' ignorant as not to have 
heard of the fam'd Cornelia of Rome, — 
the mother of the Gracchi, — and the 
wife of Brutus, — the learned Hypatia 
of Greece, — the Boadicea and the Car- 
tifmuda of ancient Britain ^ — but 'tis 
needlels to look back into fuch diftant 
times, — the wife of the late Peter the 
Great of Mufcovy, -^ the imperial he- 
roine of Germany, — Sigriiora Laura of 
Italy, — and the prcfent queens of Sweden 
and the Two Sicilies, are no lefs public 
than Ihining proofs of the capacity of a 
female mind. 

And even he're, in this degenerate 
ifland, where all wifdom and all virtue 
have been gradually decreafing for up- 
wards of. fifty years, there are not want- 
ing 
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ing fome, I may fay many ladies, who in 
private, and almoft obfcure life, are pof- 
fefs'd of qualifications that might add 
luftre to the higheft ftations. 

In fine, — there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that if the w:>men, generally 
fpeaking, are lefs knowing than the men, 
it is only becaufe they are deny'd the fame 
advantages of education, and the mifta- 
ken mother lavifhes her whole cares in 
cmbellifhing the pretty perfon of her 
daughter, and gives no "attention to the 
cultivatioa of her underftahding, 

I am happy in the acquaintance of a. 
lady whom I fhall diftinguifh by the name 
of Amadea ; — fhe had been married 
very young to a gentleman whom fhe ten» 
derly lovM, and by whooi (he was no 
tefs belovM ; but had the misfortune to 
lofe him at the age of twenty-five, and 
was at the fame time the mother of three 
daughters, the eldeft fcarce tour years 
old. 

' The land eftate, which was very con- 
fiderable, defcended to the next male heir 
of the family^ and all the perfonals, with, 
a jointure of four hundred per annumy. 
to the fair widow, and each of her chil- 
dren five thoufand pounds. 
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The firft three years of her widowhood 
Ihe lived the life of a reclule, Icldom ftir- 
ring out of her own houfe, except to her 
devotions, or when the necefBty of her 
afiairs obliged her ; — nor did fhe, with 
her mourning, throw this referve entirely 
off; — tho'it is now full thirteen years 
fince her dear hufband's death, (he neither 
vifits nor receives vifits as formerly, but 
confines her converfation to thofe of her 
kindred, or very long and intimate ac- 
quaintance ; — hevcr appears at any pub- 
lic diverfion, and rejefts even die firft 
mention of propo&ls for a lecond mar- 
riage, though leveral very advantageous 
ones have been attempted. 

All her cares have been tumM on the 
education of her children, and all her 
pleafureS centered in obferving the im- 
provements they made by the inftruftions 
given to them ; — Ihe had never fuffer*d 
their tender infancy to be frighted with 
idle (lories of fpirits and hobgoblins, nor 
amufed with fairy tales ; from their moft 
early years (he awak'd reafon in them, 
and contriv'd it fo, that even the little 
fports (he indulged them in (hould fome 
way or other conduce to that great end. 

As 
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As they grew bigger Ihe had mafters 
to teach them munc and dancing, the 
French and Italian languages, and as much 
of the Latin as was fufficient to make 
them Ipcak and write Englifli properly 5 
but thefe poKter ftudies were not to take 
up all their time, — the oeconomy of do- 
mcff ic life fhe look'd upon as too necef- 
fary a qualification not to be well attend- 
ed to, — fome hours in every day were 
fet apart for needle-work 5 and whenever 
the table was to be fumifli'd with any 
thing extraordinary, they were fure to be 
put under the tuition of the cook, and 
frequently affifted her in thofe parts of 
her bufinefe which were the moft delicate 
and leafl: laborious. * . > 

Thus defirous of enriching their minds 
with every ufeful kind of knowledge, it 
cannot be fuppofed that books were out 
of the quemon, — no, — each of thefe 
young ladies takes upon her, in her turn, 
to read to the two others the whole time 
they arc at work. — Bailees Diftionary 
may juftly be callM a Library of itfelf, as 
it gives a general infight into almoft 
every remarkable occurrence that has hap- 
pen'd in the world fince the creation 5 
and whenever they found any mention 
made of perfons or tranfa6tions which 



2&a Tbe InvifibleSvY. 

gave them a curiofity of being more fully 
acquainted with the particulars of, . fhe 
fent immediately to her Bookleller for the 
hiftory to which that paflage referred. 

But above all other things, this dif- 
creet mother was ftudioufly watchful ta 
prevent the pride and little vanities, fo 
incident to human nature, from taking 
too faft hold of their young hearts •, — be- 
times (he taught them, that nothing con- 
cerning themfelves, except the embelJifh- 
ment of their minds, was worthy their 
attention ; — that all cares relating to 
drefs or perfon, beyond what cleanKnefs 
and decency required, were fuperfluous 
and filly, and that every minute wafted 
at the toylet would rob them of fome ad- 
vantage they might otberwife receive. 

. I am well aware, that thofe of my fair 
readers who have been brought up in a 
different manner, which, by the way,. I 
fear are much the greateft part, wifl be 
apt to cry out againft the condudt of 
Amadea -, — -they will pethaps fay, they 
wonder the poor girls kre nrotmop*d, and 
thac they muft certainly be dull ftupid 
creatures ; — but thofe who think thus 
Heed only have a fight of the yourig ladies 
to be convinced of their miftake, —• no- 
tliing can be more lively a!nd. fpirituous 
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than all the three fitters, — fmiles of in- 
nocence and joy dwell for ever on their 
faces, dnd denote an innate chearfulnefs 
and facisfaftion, which all thofe hurrying 
pleafures, fo eagerly purfued by others, 
have not the power of beftowing. 

I made feveral Invifible Vifits to them » 
in their ov/n apartment, and 1 know very 
few things capable of giving me a more 
fincere delight than I took in obferving 
the behaviour of thefe young beauties, at 
times when they thought themfelves en- 
tirely free from all infpedibn, and had no 
occafion to put any reftraint upon their 
words or aflions. 

Never did I find them lolling out of 
the windows, or confulting their look or 
motions in the great glafs 5 — never heard 
them complaining that they were not per- 
mitted to be the firft in every new fafhion ; 
— never wifhing to be in the Mall, or 
any other public place •, — never wanton* 
ly giggling about love or lovers ; — never 
quarreling with each other, or ridiculing ' 
the foibles of their acquaintance. 

Sometimes I caught them playing and 
finging to their inftruments, — at others 
amufing themfelVes with prat^ifing fome 
new dance, and not feldottv b>3i^\V^ ^\xv- 
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ploy'd in needlework for the tifc of the 
tkmiiy ; and at the fame time making fuch 
remarks as occurred to them on fom^ paf- 
fage or other in hiftory :^-in fine, I could 
perceive nothuig but what put me in mind 
of the three Graces, who, according to 
one of our poets, arc aftuated but by one 
foul, and that,— all harmony and fweet 
contentment. 

The truth is, Amadea never makes 
ufe of any auilerity, — the precepts flic 
gives are only enforced by her own ex^ 
ample, knd deliver'd in fuch a manner as 
CO (leal themielves upon the mind, and 
have no need of any compunction from 
authority \ — - fo-that one may truly fay, 

Wifdom in her appears To bright and gay, 
They hear with pleafure, and with pride 
obey. 

Happy the children who have fuch a 
mother ; — happy the mother who has 
children fuch as thefe :— I am perfuaded 
that many examples of this kind might 
be found, if parents would be at the pains 
to pu|;(ue the fame meafures Amadea didr 
and inftii into their offspring the prin- 
ciples of virtue and wifdom before they 
knew what was meant by vice and folly. 
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C HA P. VII. 

Contains the recital of an adventure^ 
ivbicb, perhaps^ will not be found 
the lefsy but the more interefling^ jor 
its being not altogether of fojingular 
a nature as fome others in this wark 
may have appeared. 

I Was one morning taking my Invifiblc 
progreffion into thofe pleaftnt fields , 
which lie behind Montagiie-Houfe, not 
with the leaft view of making any difcor 
Varies, for I cduld expeft none in that re^ 
rir^d. place, burixie'rely to enjoy the be^ 
nefit of the frelh air, which is almofl: con- 
ftantly impregnated with various odours 
wafted from the adjacent gardens. 

I had not walkM many minutes, how* 
ever, before I heard the tread of fome 
perfons clofe behind .me ; — I fteppM afide 
to let them pafs, and faw that one of 
them was Narciffa, the only daughter of 
a gentleman who lived in th^t neighbour- 
hood ; — the perfon who accompany'd 
her was her maid, as I foon after found 
by the following dialogue between theccv. 
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Narciffa. * Indeed, . Betty, I think 
« Capt, Pike (hews but litde love to let 

* us be here before him.* 

Betty. * Oh, madam, you ftiould con- 
« fider that gentlemen in his poft are not 
•always mailers of their time j — you 

* know he faid he came to town on affairs 

* of the regiment, — and fomething, per- 

* haps, may have happened -, — but 

* whatever it is that detains him it can- 

* not be want of affeftion, 1 am fo certain 

* ot that, I would pawn my life upon it.' 

Narciffa. * You are very confident, 

* Betty, to offer fuch fecurity for a man 

* you have never feen but twice in your 
« life.' 

Betty. * If I had never feen him but 

* once, madam, I have feen enough to 

* make me know that he loves you to 

* diftradion : — poor gentleman, — if 

* he (hould not fucceed in his addreffes 1 

* am fare he has reafon to curfe me*' 

Narciffa. « Curfe thee, Betty, — why 

* curfe thee V 

Betty. rHe might never have feen 

* you if it had not been for me. — Don^t 
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^ you remember, madam, how I teaz'd 

* you to go into JoUiffe's (hop and buy 

* the laft new play ; •— • he was fitting 

* reading when we came in, and I fhall 
« never forget how. he threw down th$ 

* pamphlet he had in his hand and ftared 
'at you, — and how he figh*d ; — poor 

* foul, he loft his heart from that very 

* moment; — then how he followed 

* us into the Park ; -— and how he 

* trembled when he afkM your leave, to 
' join us ?* 

Narcijfa. * Pifli, — that might be all 

* afFeftation.' 

. Beity. No, madam, — no fuch mat- 
^ ter 3,— the tongue may deceive one, 

* but the eyes cannot ; r- aU his looks, 
« while he was talking to you in the 

* Mall, put me in mind of the defcrip- 

* tion Leonora gives of Torrifmond in 
« the play: , . . ; ^ 

H[ii5 very eye-baJls trembled with; hjjs love, 

^nd ^^arkied from, their elements humid 

•fires; ■ ^ 

* And then, when you were fo good to 

* give him a meeting afterwards in the 
t walk; by fRofamond*s-Pond, how ten- 

* deriy lie ?xprefs*d himfelf ; — for my 

• part^ 
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• paut, my heart mekcd at every word 
« he faid.* 

Nardjfa. « He can talk moving 

• enough, that's certain ; -~ but yet, 
^ Betty, I ought not to be too hafty in 

• giving credit to a man I know fo Uttic 

• of, ^r what deligns he may have upon 

< me." 

S^/y. « Nay, madam, I* think you 

< know as much of him as you can do 
« without being married to him : — Did 
« not he tell you that his name was Tike, 

• and that he was a Captain of Colonel 
« ♦♦♦«*»*'s Regiment ? — As to his de- 
••figns, you carnibt doubt of their being 

V honfMiirable, as he begg'd you would . 

• permit him ta vjfit you, and alk your 

• father's leave to make his addreffiss.' 

N^ciffa. « Ah, fletty, I wifh fuch a 

• thing could be, for he is a prodigious 

• pretty fellow •,— but it i3 iptipoflible, you 
*■ know my father hates a; $:)|aier, — caHs 

< them a paiac of foctrfts, and fays they 

• are the bane both of liberty and pro- 

• perty ; — befides he has always defign'd 

• me for mr. Gakly.' 

Betty. * Ay^ mad^tp, and wilt make 

• you have mr. Oakfy too, or lead apes 

*in 
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« in hell if you don't take care to prevent 
< it : — you know, madam, a very few 
* days hence that abominable aft will 
« take place which deprives you of all 
« liberty of chufing for yourfelf/ 

Narciffa. * Heigh hoe.' 

Betty. * Never figh, madam, but re- 
« fdve/ 

Narcijfa. < On what?' 

Betty. * To run away from the mi- \ 
' feries of a forced marriage ; — to exert ' 

* the fpirit of a true-born Snglifh woman, 
« and be your own provider.' 

Narcijfa. « Haw thou talkeft !' 

Betty. * I talk nothing but reafon, 
« madam:; — but here comes one who I 

* fancy ^ill beablctourgeit nioreefFcc- 

* tually-' 

i 

The perfon whom fhc had been fo 
ftrenuoufly pleading for now ^pear'd, — 
he^as a tall well-made man, and had a 
good foldierly afpeft •, but yet I thought I 
difcover'd fomething about him that (hew'd 
as if he had not always been accuftom'd 
to wear the rich cloaths he now had on 5 
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— - there wanted that eafy freedom in his j 

air, which, in my opinion, chiefly dc- , 

notes the true-bred gentleman, and I pre- j 

fdntly fet him down in my mind, either ! 

for an impoftor, or one whom fome lucky j 

chance had elevated far above his birth, \ 

He approach'd Narcifla with a low , 
bow, and after taking hold of one of her j 
hands and kiffing it with the greateft fer- 
vency, addrcisM her in thefe terms : 

C apt. Pike. * How njiferable have I 

* been, my angel, in being kept thui ' 

* long from your divine prefe-nce !* 

Narcijfa. « I do not cjoubt, fir, but - 

* you have been better engaged.** 

• - . - j 

Capt. Pike. •Cruel fuppofition. — 
' How can you fo far wrong your own 
' tranfcendent charms, or my profound 
< adoration of them, as to imagine that 
^ the whole world has any thing in it 
' which I (hould put in competition with 
« the. blefTmg I now enjoy ? — but the 
V Major of our Regiment is in town, and 

* unluckily fent for me this morning, — 

* we fubaltcrns muft obey our command- 
' ing officer J but I hop^ in a few months 

* to be Colonel, and I {^all t4ien have 
^ leifurc to lie eternally at vour feet.* 

Betty. 
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Btiiy. • Ah, fir, I am afraid before 

* that time my lady will be obliged t6 

* have fomebody elfe lie at her feet.* 

Capt.Pike. ^Howr 

NarciJ/ii. V Hold your prating, hufly* 

* — Who gave you the privilege of 

* fpeaking ?* 

BeUy. < Madam j the refped I have 

* for you will not fuffer me to be filent; 

* — I tell you nothing but. the truth, fir; 
^ — as foon a$ this curfcd Clandcftine 

* Marriage^ bill takes place, which yqa 

* know will be next Monday, my lady 

* will be forced to marry a man to whom 

* fhe has the greateft averfion.* 

Cafi. Pike. ' Oh Heaven ! — . fo neat 

* being torn from all my hopes ! ~- And 

* can youj madam, — can a lady of your 

* delicacy fubmit to loathM embraces 1^ 

Narcijfa. ' * Sir, this fodlifh wench 

* talks fhe knows not what j —- the aft 

* flic mentions does not empower ' my 
^ father to drag me to the Altar, — it 

* only hinders me from chafing for my- 

* felf J -^ I may live fingle if I pleafe/ 

Vol. hi. Q C.a\[i- 
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C<7/>/. Piki. ^ Live fingle ! — Heaven 

♦ forbid that fo much youth and beauty 
' (hould be cpndemn*d to a cold celibacy ! 

* — No, —nature endowM you not with 
^ fuch fuperior charms but to blefs fame 
^ man who by bis abundant love might 
^ make him worthy of them. -^ Oh that 
^ I were the happy he i* 

Harct^a, * Think not of it^ Captain, 
^ — my father would never give his con- 
^ fcnt to any one but the perfon he has 
^ made choice of for me, much Icfs 
^ woukl he endure to fee me wedded to a 

• gentleman in the army/ 

Capt. Pike, ^ And have you too that 

* implacable averfion to a fafh and 

• croHet V 

fiareijfiu * I will not pretend to fay 

# I have > — I think the army our only 

* fecurity ^n time of war, and the greateft 

* ornament :of our country in times of 
f peace.' 

Capt. Pike. * CA then, if I could 
f flatter myfclf there was nothing in my 
^ perfon more difagreeable to you than in 

* my fun(^on, I fliou'W have nothing left 

# to fjcar/ 

Narcijfa. 
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- NarciJ/a. ^ Ye^, indeed, you would, 

* fir, a great deal ; for I aflure you, if I 

* married you, my father would not give 

* me a groat.' 

CapL Pike. < Let him keep his dirty 

* trafh, — I defpife money, — the com- 

* miffion I enjoy at prefent will keep us 
^ above contempt, and I hare money in 

* the Bank ready to purchafe the firft 

* vacant command of a regiment/ 

Narcijfa. * Can you imagine I would 

* give myfelf to a man who has but juft 

* begun to tell me that he loves me?* 

' CapL /^/l'^. < My whole life fliall be 
^ but one; C6*^iicd of courtfhipj 

* — be aflured i fhall not be the lefs, but 

* the more, infinitely the more your 
\ adorer by being your hufband ; — oh 

* then be juft to my ardent paffion, — ge* 

* neroufly put an end to my defpair, and 

* let thofe divine lips pronounce the 

* happy fiat to my wilhes.' 

Narciffa. * Blefs me, what would the 
« world fay of fuch a thing !* 

CapL Pike. * The wife, madam, de* 
« fpife all forms. — Do not kings and 
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•« princes mafry even with thofe whom 

* they never faw before -, — befides, the 
^ late proceedings of the legiflature lays 

* you under a neceflity of coming tea 
^ fpeedy refolution/ 

Betty, * Ay, madam* remember the 

^« Aft.* 

Caft. Pike. * Ay, madam* confide* 
« how foon that fatal Monday will arrive, 

* which takes from you the power of 

* fnatching from eternal mifery the man 
« who loves you more than life, and 

* would facrifice every thing for you.' 

Narci£a. * I muft confefs. Captain* 
-* your offering to take me Without a for* 

* tune demands fome gratitude on my 

* part-, and if-«- but no more, — I fee 
-* a lady yonder whom I would not wifli 

* fhould furprife us in this converfation^ 

* this evening you (hall know my findi 
'* refolution.*— Where can I fend to you ?' 

Capt. Pike. * I have an appointment 
« with fortie young officers this afternoon 
■^ at Will's Coffce-houfe^ Whitehall* and 
^ Ihall there wait my doom with the 

* mod ardent impatience ; — but be- 
•* fore you pafs the irrevocable fentence of 

•* my 
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^ my fate, think, — oh think, my life 
^ or death depends upon it!' 

Narcijfa. * Well, well, »-^be eafyj-^ 
« but go.* 

Capt. Pike. ♦ I mwft obey ; ^— may. ' 
love and all its powers plead for me, and- 
atone for this cniel interruption/ 



c 



He faid no more, but turn'd away aA- 
his miftrefs had commanded, and pafsM 
on' to another part of the field, while fho 
advanced to meet the lady (he had men^ 
tion'd ; but Betty, who was heartily vex*d^ 
at this accident, could not forbear crying , 
out as they went along, 

Betty. * I wonder what ftiould bring, 
« Marilla here ?* 

The words were either not heard, or^ 
not regarded by Narcifia, who, I could' 
perceive by her looks, was little lefs dif- 
concerted j — (he met her friend, how- 
ever, with a fliew of gaiety and fatisfadlioh, 
and as foon as they came near each other 
faluted her in thefe terms : 

Narcijfa. * My dear Marilla, 'tis a 
^ wonder to fee you in fueh a place as 
0.3 , •- ^\v-. 
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* this ; — you ufcd to be an enemy to all 

* folitary walks.* 

M^rilla. « Sd I am ftill ; but I have 

* been at your houfe and was told you 

* were h re, io came in mere good-na- 

* ture to hinder you from indulging mo- 
' JUncholy j but I find I might have 

* fpared myfclf that trouble* — Fray who 

* was that pretty fellow that left you juft 

* now ?' 

Narcijfa. • I know not ; — he only 

* came up to us, feeing nobody clfe in 

* the place, I fuppofe, to afk which wa$ 

* the neareft way to Great Ruffei-ftreet/ 

Manila. « Rather to alk the way to a 

* fair lady's heart who lives not far from 

* Great Ruffel-ftreet. — Oh, Narciffa^ 

* you cannot deceive me ; — I could eafily 

* perceive, at the diftance I was, that he 

* did not part from you with the air of a 

* man who had no other bufinefs than to 

* afk fuclv an impertinent queftion : — • be- 

* fides, I mufl tell you that you are a 

* very ill difTembler, — your blulhes, and 
^ the foft confufion in your eyes, declare 

* not only that he is a lover, but alfo 
*^ that he is a favoured one ; I know well 
*^ enough that yoa met him here by ap-^ 

' pointment. 
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* pointment. — Prithee let me into the 

* whole of the fecret,* 

Narcifla ftiJl perfifted in her firft alTe- 
verations j but the other feem'd not ta 
give the baft credit on that fcore, and 
afluming a more feripus air than hitherto 
ihe had put on, fpoke thus : 

Mar ilia. * I perceive^ my dear Nar-" 

* cifla, 1 am not thought worthy of your 

* confidence in this point, tho* I am very 

* certain you have not a friend in the* 

* world who wifhes your happinefs with? 

* more fincerity than I do.* 

Nauiffa. * I believe it, my dear, and 

* am much obliged to you ; but yovr 

* would not have me tell lyes to (hew m^ 

* gratitude.* 

Marilla. • Well, — well, — I m} 

* urge you no farther, and fhould not 
'have been fo impertinent to take any 

* notice of what I faw, but for the tran** 

* port it gave me to imagine you might 
' now have an opportunity of delivering 

* yourfelf from the danger^ of being forced 

* into a marriage with a man whom I 
« have heard you declare fo great an aver^ 
^ fion for. 

O 4 'Narttja. 
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JJarciJfa. • And Aippofe the thing 

* were really as you have taken it into 

* your head to fancy, would you have 

* me difoblige my Father by marrying 
^ without his confent ?* 

Manila, * Yes, when he will give 

* his confent to no body but one with 

* whom you muft be miferable ; ^-^ for 
•. befides the diftike you have to the per- 
« fon of Oakly, his temper is fuch a? 
^ would break a woman's heart in two 
>*^ months. -^ You know I am very inti^ 

* mate with his fifter, and cannot avoid 
•• feeing fuch oddities in his behaviour ajt 
«' have made mc tremble for you a thou- 
^- faiid times/ 

Nanijfa. ^ I cannot think my father 
^ will ever go about to compel my in^ 
*- clinations,* 

Martlla. ^ Oakly is of another opi- 
•- nipn ; for I can tell you he makes na 
•- fcruple to fay, that if you do not marry 

* him you fhall marry no body ;~-there- 
** fore, without diving into the fecrets of 
^^ your heart, let me advife you, my dear 
« creature, not to lofe the fhort time al- 
^ low'd you, but if you have any offer 
^ 1^I§ difagreeable tp you than Oakly, ac- 
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* ^cept it at once, — thrde days hence it^ 

* -will be out of your power.* 

Narcijfa. * Biit^ my dear, what man ^ 

* that is worth having will marry a wo- 

* man without^ a fortune ?* 

Marilla. ' If 1 were a man I Ihould ^ 
' tell you that your perfon was a fufScicnt 

* fortune^ and I do not dbubt but that - 
« there are a great many who would think' 

* fo ; — but you have t>yo thoufand i 
'pounds left you by your grandmother, . 

* independent of your father, and I dare^ • 

* fay that if you'were once married, and 1 

* the thing paft recal,. he would for- 

* give It ; — confider you' are his only .' 

* daughter, and both your brothers arc ■ 

* /provided for, the one by an eftate, and 1 

* the other by good preferment in the * 
' xhurch,*v 

What anfwer Narciffa would have - 
made I know not, it began to rain very ^ 
faft, fo that the ladies were oblig'dtd j 
mead their pace and make all the hafte - 
they could out of the fiefd ; — Marilla t 
took the firft chair fhe met with, faying , 
it would be dinnerrtime before flie fhould \ 
be able to get drefs'd;— Narciffa and t 
her maid ran home through the fliower', , 
and. I followed, not only to u\a (hske.tn >. 
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but alfo to hear the refult of ,thc youn^ 
lady's determination on what had pafs'd 
between her and capt. Pike. 

As foon as they had pluck'd oiF theii 
wet hats and capuchins, and NarcifTa had. 
a little refettled herfelf, fhe faid to her 
maid, 

Narcijfa. * Well, Betty^— this ha^ 

• been an odd morjiing.* 

Betty. ♦ r hope it will prove a liickf 

• one, madam ; but I am glad you did. 
^ not tell Manila any tiling of the matter.*" 

Narcijfas ^ She was fo prefling that I 
« had half a. mind; but when. I confidcrU 
^ how great fhe is with Oakly's fifter, L 

• thought it was better to keep her in* 

• ignorance.' 

Betty. • Much better* indeed, madam. 
« -^ But pray what do you refolve to da 

• in relation to the Captain ?' 

Narciffa. * Why I muft e'en have 
*,^aH I think., 

Betty. • You made him a kind of pro- 
^ mife to fend to him. 
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Narctjfa. ' I did' fo, and will keep it ; 
c fc_ bring me fome paper and pen and 
« ink, — I will write to him this moment,. 
« before any company comes in to pre-- 
« vent me/ 

Betty. • You are in the right, madam,^ 

• — there is nothing like the time prc- 

* feot.* 

The things (he calPd for being immc* 
diately fet before her, I flood at her clboW 
and faw her write the following lines : 

To Capt. PIKR 

"SIR, 

" T Should be guilty of an injUftice bptK^ 

** A- to myfelf and you not to be fenfiblf^ 

" of the proof you. offer of your fmceri- 

" ty;— I find in it, indeed^ all thatcaa 

" be imagined, and much more than could 

" be expedted, of love, of honour, and 

*< a true generofity^ and hope I ftiali 

** hereafter ftand cxcufed to my father 
"' and the whole world, for taking a ftep^ 

" excited by my gratitude, and approvM^ 

" of by my reafon y — meet me there- 

•* fore to-morrow morning at eight pre- 

'* cifely, in the Piazza next King* ftrc€t,> 

♦< Covent-Garden, where Ivwiil- put' my- 
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** fclf under youjr protedion, ,and be com 
** dqfted by you to .whatever place you, 
«* fliajl judge moft proper for the ce- 
f^ remonjF whichr.muft make me 

^^- Eternally yours* 

. *^ N^ncis&A.'*^ 

Having fealM this billet flie gave, it to. 
her maid, with a ftrift charge to fend it 
l^ a trufty naeffenger ; , on .which ' the girl . 
rcply*d,, 

Betty i , *'Yes, madani, you may de- 

• pend on th^ firife coaveyance \ for I wjik 

• *bc,. the. bearer of it myfejf.* 

Narciffa. . * What J -— go to. a coffec- 
.*;houfe!* 

Betiy.; * -Nothing is more common,. 

• nnadam* , jban for ; women to fend for 
♦^gentlemen out of a cofFee-houfe when.^ 

• they have any bufinefs with them.*. 

"What farther ch^t pafs'd between the- 
mjftrefs and maid wa3 too. infignificant to . 
be repeated.^ ngr^ indeed/ did I ftay to.> 
h^ar , much- of . it,, having already gainM 
all . that was neceff^ry for :th^ prefect,: fo / 
IbW up^my I^ablets .knd retir'^don 'the firft,. 

• ' "^ ' ' - oppor^- 
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opportunity:,! found for. my leaving the 
boufe; 

As it \^s plain to- me, however, that 
Betty was deeply interefted in the con^ 
Geffion'Narcifla had made to the Captain, 
and I had alf9 fome fulpicion that he was 
not in reality the perfon he pretended to 
be, I refolved to^o in the evening to the 
cofFee-houfe, and be witnefs of his beha- 
viour on 'receiving the letter Eetty was to 
bringw. 

Accordingly I' went and found hiih 
there, not as. he faid, in company with . 
young officers, but fitting alone in a 
corner of the room with his hat very much . 
flapped over his face ; — a few minutes 
after I came in, a waiter caird aloud to • 
know if one capt. Piiie was there,' — on « 
which he ftarted up, and, anfwering to . 
the name, was. told a gentlewoman at the 
door defir-d to fpeak with him; — he - 
went ha(lily out. and I purfued his fteps, . 
riot doubting but it was the emiflary'of 
Narcifla ; — -as foon-as he faw it was ilie> , 
he cry!d out in fome furprife. : ; 

C apt. Pike. « What, fitter, are you ; 
• come, yourfelf ! — -You bring me: na > 
^ ^ad news, I hope/ ' 
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Bitty. • No, no, — the befl you can 
^ cxpeft ; — but walk this way, — 'tis 

• not proper to ftand here to talk. — For 

• Heaven's fake why did you venture to 
^ appoint fuch a public place as this V 

Capt. Pike. * No body knows me here,> 

• — m,y Captain never ufcs this houfe. 
^ — But tell me, how goes our affair ?' 

Betty. «* Rarely •, — (he wiUhave you, 
^ here is her promife under her own hand.* 

By this time they were got about the 
middle of Scotland-yard, where Betty 
having given him the letter of Narciffa^ 
he ftopp*d to read it by the light of a 
lamp at a gentleman's door, and as foon 
as he had finifliM cry'd out, 

Capt. Ptke. * This is brave, indeed, 

• and nothing fure was ever fo lucky as 
^ her fixing to-morrow for our wedding, 

• for the Captain went to Hampftead 
** this morning with a whore he pickM 
« up- in the Park the other nighr, and 

• will not be in town thefe two days, fo 
*^ I fhall have all that time to myfelf, and 
•^ can get at what cloaths and linnen I 
•-wanto— But, my dear fifter, what fhall 

* Ld<» 



* I do with this girl when I have married^ 
•- her ? — where muft 1 carry her ?* 

BeUy. « That is what I came to talk 
^ about : — You muft take a fine lodg- 
^ ing for her by all means^ and order a 

* handfome dinner to be provided at fome 

* tavern or other ; — every thing muft 

* be done with a grand air, that (he may 
•• fufpeft nothing *till after you have con^ 
^ fummated. — Hah,, brother.* 

Capt. Pike. « But, Betty, I have no> 
^ money ; — all will go wrong ftill if 
^ you cannot help me out.'* - 

5^//y. * Nothing would go right if 

* it were not for me y, — you may thank 

* God for having fuch a fitter, you might 
' have been a foot-foldier elfe as long as 
*- you lived ; — but there is no time to be 
^ loft, — I have brought you four pieces,. 
*• and I believe that will be fufficient for. 
^ every thing ^ — go and buy a ring and 

* fecure a lodging, immediately/ 

C apt.. Pike. *' You may be fure I (hall 

* not fail. — But harkye, Betty, take care. 
^ (he brin s the writings of her two thour 
^•'fand pounds and all her jewels.' 

Retty,. 
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Betty. *^Ay, ay, — fbe fhall leave 
** nothing of value behind her Til engage/ 

With thefe words they feparated, and I 
went home, heartily glad that I had made 
this difcovery, and determined to fave 
Narciffa, if poffible, from the misfortune 
fhe was fo near falling into, — to which 
end 1 fat down to my efcrutore and im- 
mediately wrote to her father in the foU - 
lowing terms : : 

To John ♦♦**♦*♦, Efq-,. 

« S I R,. 

«*• npHE fhoek I ^ am now about to -^ 
cc, X- give you can only be ^xcufed by 
its being done to prevent you from re- 
ceiving a much greater and more laft- 
^^ ing one : — forry am I to tell you,-r-yet 
" fo it is, — your daughter, the beautiful '* 
**^ Narceffa, is on the point of utter de- 
^^^ ftruftion ; — fhc has promifed, and is 
" refolved to keep^her word, to join her-*- 
" felf in marriage with a wretch, who, ^ 
" tho* of the moft abje£t' rank, in order 
*^' to feduce her innocence, affumes the 
" charafter of a gentleman, and calls. 
*« himfelf capt. Pike •, -^ Betty, her wait- 
" ing-niaid, is filler to the impoftor,^and 
*^ has been the condudtrefs of the whole 
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<* villainous defign 5 -^ every thing is 
^^ prepared for the accomplifhment, an4 
*' to-morrow is the day prefix'^ ; — but 
<* I hope this intelligence will reach yoq 
<' time enough to prevent fo irremedible 
,i* an evil, 

^ ^* I am, Sir, 

** Your unknown well-wilher 

** Andjiunfiblefervant.** 

Having feiit this away, and fully dif* 
charg'd what my honour and my con- 
fcience reprefented as a duty incumbent 
on me, 1 flattered myfelf with thq expecr 
tation of feeing the ne)$t day treachery 
• and deceit receive the mortification they 
jxiftly meriKd*. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Contains a brief account of the effedh 
that were, produced iy the good inten^ 
tions of the Invijible Spy ^ withfomt 
other Jubfequent particulars, 

TH O*^ I had not t^e lead room ta 
doubt but that the information I had 
given the father of Narcifla would have 
all the fuccels I wifli'd, yet L could not 
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avoid being extremely curious to fee iit 
what manner the perfons concerned would 
behave on this occafion ; — accordingly I 
went to the houfe the next morning about 
eleven, expefting to find that the maid 
had been turn'd out of doors, the miftrefs 
in tears for her difappointment, and the 
old gentleman rejoicing in the thoughts 
of having faved his beloved daughter 
from undoing herfclf. 

A fervant happening to be at the door 
receiving fbme (hocs^tr«m a fellow who 
had been juft cleaning them, I gainM an 
cafy accefs ; — finding no body in the 
lower floor I went up flairs, but the fame 
folitude reign'd likewife there j — I then 
proceeded a flory higher, and there faw 
only a fervant-maid fweeping out a room, 
which, by a toylet being fet out, I judg'a 
was the chamber of Narcifla : — I wa* 
very much furprifed to find every thing 
fo quiet in a place where I had look'd 
for nothing but confufion, and flopped 
on the flairs to confider what might be 
the occafion ; when on a fudden 1 heard 
the ringing of a fmall bell, and prefently 
after faw a footman running haftily up ; 
— I followed him where he went, which 
was into the chamber of Narciffa's father, 
who was not yet up, but now caird for 
his cloaths ; — as he was putting them- 

oa 
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on he caft his eyes on the table, and fee- 
ing a letter lie there, aflc'd his man — 
when, and from whom it came ; — to 
which he reply'd, 

Footman, * Sir, it was left for you 

* laft night by a porter -, but as you came 

* home fo late I would not diflurb you 

* with it.^ 

Father. < Give it me."* 

I was aftonifliM on finding that thi3 
was no other than the letter I had fent to 
him ; but more troubled, that by the de- 
livery of it being delay'd, poor Narcifla 
had fallen into the trap laid for her ; •*— 
but if I, a ftranger^ could be fo much 
aftefted, what agony muft rend the tender 
father's heart ? — fcarce had he gone thro' 
the half of what I wrote before he cry'd 
out, calling at the fame time a look full 
of defpair and rage upon his fervant, 

Fatler. « Ill-fated wretch! what mif- 

* chief, what ruin, has thy negled: 

* brought upon me and ray family ! — 

* You imagiriM I was drunk laft night, I 

* fuppofe •, but had I been fo, here is 

* enough in this dreadful letter to have 
^ brought me to my fenfes : — but go, — 

^ rua 
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♦ run tip to my daughter's chamber, -^ 

♦ fee if (he be there.' 

Footman. • Sir, (he went; out very 

♦ early this morning^with mrs. Betty, and 

♦ is not yet come back/ 

father, * Nor ever will, I fear: -^, 

♦ the intelligence this brings me is too 
^ true, I find, t^ Run to mr. Oakly and 

♦ my counfin Johnfon's, bid them both 

< come to me this inftant ! — fly !--and, 

< do you hear, bring a coach with you \, 

♦ — if I can recover her before confum- 
« mation, her ruin may be yet prevented/' 

The fellow went on his errand, and the 
old gentleman in the mean time ftamping, 
biting his lips, and (howing all the marks* 
of an inward diftraftion, made an end 
Hof putting on his cloaths, in order to go 
in fearch of his loft daughter when the 
gentlemen he had fent for fhpuld arrive ; 
but I ftaid. not to hear what method 
would be purfued for that purpofe, as 
thinking it of no moment, ahd that it 
would be better to return again in the 
evening, when I might probably hear what 
fuccefs had attended their endeavowrs. 

The time I chofe for going, was as late 
at. night as I thought I might get an op- 
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portunity of entering, yet the difconfolate 
father was but juft come home^ — his 
two friends were with him, — they faid 
all they could to alleviate his forrows, but 
it availed no more than preaching to the 
winds. — ^ They had found out, it feems^ 
where the marriage was performed ; after 
which they went to ^11 taverns, coffee- 
. houfes, and other public places which they 
heard were frequented by officers, to en* 
quire concerning one who call'd himfelf 
capt. Pike, bm could not receive the leaft 
information of any one who bore that 
name ; and all the confolation the old 
gentleman had for the pains he had taken, 
was the cruel certainty that his dear 
daughter was inevitably undone. 

Though I faw very little probability of 
my being able to learn any thing more at 
this houfe than I had already done, yet I 
could not forbear calling conftantly there 
every day, and at laft, by this dint of 
continued application, I became acquaint- 
ed with the whole melancholy fecret of 
NarciflTa's fate, almoft as foon as the fa- 
mily knew it themfelvesi 

The pretended Captain had managed 
every thing according to the direftion 
of his fiflerj — as foon as the cere- 
mony was over^ he had conduced his 

bride. 



1 



jio T^he Invifible Spv. 

bride to very handfome lodgings, where 
an entertainment fuitable to the occafion 
was provided; and the poor deluded 
young lady, feeing nothing but what 
ferv*d to make her fatisfied with what (he 
had done, in return for his imaginary ge- 
nerofity made him a prefent of her two 
thoufand pounds, which was in India 
Bonds. 



Her contentment might, perhaps, have 
lafted feme little time longer than it did, 
if fhe had not proposM waiting on her 
father, to implore his forgivenefs and 
bleffing •, on which the impoftor, having 
now got his ends, thinking it needlefs to 
continue the deception any longer, con- 
fefs'd that he was no more than a private 
man in the army ; but tcfld her that he 
was now treating with his Captain tor his 
difcharge, and would purchale a commif- 
fion with fome part of the money fhe had 
given him ; and added, that *till thefe 
two points were accomplifh'd, it would be 
altogether improper to appear before her 
ftthcr. 

Narcifla fell into the utmoft di^raftion 
on this eclaircifement, — vow'd not tQ 
live with a wretch who had put fo bafe a 
trick upon her, but would go ht^me to 
her father, who Ihc doubted not but 

would 
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would find means to puniftx fuck a fla- 
grant piece of villainy. 

He only laughed at her reproaches, and 
faid, that as ftie was his wife (he had it 
not in her choice to leave bim.^ — Betty alfa 
now threw off the charafter of avfervant, 
and, affuming the authority of the fifter 
of her hufband, pretended to rebuke her 
idle pratkig, as flie infolently term'd it. 

She found anjppportuTiity, however, of 
making her efcape, and fled for refuge to 
the houfe of a near relation, who, on 
hearing her fl:ory, undeVtook to intercede 
with her father, which. he did fo fuccefsr 
fully, that the>* old gentleman forgave 
and took her again into favour. 

All poflible meafures were taken to fet 
afide th€ marriage^and compel the impoftor 
to refund the money NarciflTa had fo un- 
warily beftowM upon him •, but as he 
knew the law was, too »«uch on his fide, 
having not married her in a falfe name, 
tho' under a. falfe charadter, he carry'd 
things with ) very high hand, would part 
with nothing, not even the jewels flie had 
left behind, but even threatened to com- 
mence a procefs againft any one who de- 
tained her perfon. 
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In fine, all that could be done ^Vas td 
get him to fign articles of reparation, ^-» 
after which Narcifla rctir'd into the coun- 
try, where I hear (he rcfolves to wafte the 
whole remainder of her days in a melan- 
choly contrition, for the raflmefs of hcf 
ungovern'd conduA. * — So true, though 
not very elegant, are fome lines which I 
remember to have read in an ^ po^mt 
called, "Kic Card of Fancy ; . 

« When he^ftrong youth the reini 5f 

* duty breaks, 

* And its own courfe purfues in def- 
. • * p*rate freaks,r • ^ 

♦ It certain hiifchUjf and deftruftibn 

• feeks. - m^ ^ • 

I murt not forget^o let my readers, 
Icnow that Marilla is (mapmafned to mn 
Oakly, with whom, |u Tim credibly in- 
formed j (he was loftg pafllonately in tovti 
and on that mbtive ufed the utmoft <>f 
her endeavours to ftrengthen the averfiorv 
her fair friend had for him. # 

EtiJ of. the rbird VO L UME^ ^ 
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